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“Faith, if it is to be sure and steadfast, must lay hold upon nothing else but Christ alone, and in the conflict and terrors of conscience it has nothing else to lean on but this precious pearl Christ Jesus. So, he who apprehends Christ by faith, although he be terrified with the law the weight of his sins, yet he may be bold to glory 
that he is righteous. How? Even by that precious jewel 
Christ Jesus, whom he possesses by faith."
 Martin Luther (16th Century Reformer)
Announcements:

1. Family Conference with Keith McFarland
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10:1-4. We are beginning a new series in the book of Matthew entitled: “The Twelve who Walked with Jesus.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Seeking Jesus: Philip and Nathaniel.” 
Things in Life We Need
There are things in life we need.  We think we can't live without them.  We as Americans are quiet spoiled.  I read a recent article of 20 things in US News and World Report (online) we as Americans think we cannot live without.  

1. Good family relationships

2. A portable computer
3. Affection

4. A good education

5. A trustworthy friend

6. Daily shower

7. Central heating and A/C

8. An internet connection

9. Indoor plumbing

10. An “I love you” every now and then

11. Car

12. Electricity

13. Coffee

14. Chocolate

15. A comfortable sofa

16. A good cry every now and then

17. A good breakfast

18. Vacation

19. A smart phone

20. The garage door opener

The truth is, people will go a long way to look for all of those things.  But all of us could live without every single one of them.  But there is only one thing, or should I say one Person we cannot live without.  We cannot live without Christ.  We can't live without Jesus or His Father, and our Father in heaven.  We ought to seek Him with everything we've got.

Seek Me with All Your Heart
We read of an ancient promise in Jeremiah 39:11-14, "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile."
Introduction to the scrupulous disciple
A Scrupulous Man
We are going to see today that Philip is a seeker of Jesus.  He's a very scrupulous person.  He's interested in all the Old Testament prophecies.  He's a bit of a skeptic and a realist.  We might even call him a killjoy.  He's not going to be taken easily.  He's one who's always lining up the facts.  He doesn't want to be taken by anyone.  He's a fisherman, but if he were in our day, he might be an engineer.  Lot's of people have dreams, but Philip is the kind of person that wants to connect the dots.  How do we get from point A to point B.  He's a very scrupulous, realist, perfectionistic personality.  
Philip, Greek Name
Philip is a Greek name, meaning "lover of horses." He must also have had a Jewish name, because all twelve apostles were Jewish. But his Jewish name is never given. Greek civilization had spread through the Mediterranean after the conquests of Alexander the Great in the fourth century B.C., and many people in the Middle East had adopted the Greek language, Greek culture, and Greek customs. They were known as "Hellenists" (cf. Acts 6: 1).

Perhaps Philip came from a family of Hellenistic Jews. Custom would have dictated that he have a Hebrew name as well, but for whatever reasons, he seems to have used his Greek name exclusively. So we know him only as Philip.

Not Philip the Deacon
Don't confuse Philip the apostle with Philip the deacon, the man we meet in Acts 6 who became an evangelist and led the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ. Philip the apostle was a completely different individual.

One of the Seven Fisherman
The apostle Philip "was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter" (John 1: 44). He is also called Philip of "Cana in Galilee" (Jn. 21:2).  Though Philip was likely born in Cana, he grew up in Bethsaida - probably attending synagogue together with Andrew, Peter, James and John. 

There is good biblical evidence that Philip, Nathanael, and Thomas were all fishermen from Galilee, because in John 21, after the resurrection, when the apostles returned to Galilee they all went fishing together with Peter, Andrew, James, and John.
Close Friends
If all seven of these men were professional fishermen, they were most likely all friends and close coworkers a long time before they followed Christ. This shows what a close-knit group the apostles were, with at least half of the group—including all the core members— having come from one small region, most likely engaged in the same occupation, and probably having known and befriended each other long before they became disciples.

Why would Jesus choose these nobodies?  The truth is, these rugged fishermen were better suited to the task than a group of glittering prodigies trying to operate on their own talent.  Jesus is not so much concerned with our ability, but our availability. 

Only the Gospel of John Tells of Philip
What do we know about Philip? Matthew, Mark, and Luke give no details at all about him. All the vignettes of Philip appear in the Gospel of John.

Philip, the Realist
Piecing together all that the apostle John records about him, it seems Philip was a classic "scrupulous personality." He was a facts-and-figures guy—a by-the-book, practical-minded, non-forward-thinking type of individual. He was the kind who tends to be the killjoy of all visionaries.  He's kind of pessimistic, narrowly focused, sometimes missing the big picture, often obsessed with identifying reasons things can't be done rather than finding ways to do them. He was predisposed to be a realist and a cynic— a glass half-empty person— and sometimes a defeatist— rather than a visionary.

I. The Conversion of the scrupulous disciple (Jn. 1:43-46)
Jesus Seeks Philip
I find Philip’s conversion quite interesting.  Here is a man who knew  the Law of Moses well.  Our first personal encounter with Philip is his conversion in John 1:43–46, “The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

CONVERSION JOHN 1:43-46

Jesus Seeks Philip
We first meet Philip in John 1, the day after Jesus had first called Andrew, John, and Peter. You will remember that Jesus had called those first three in the wilderness, where they were sitting at the feet of John the Baptist. John pointed them to the Messiah, and they left John to follow Jesus. John writes, "The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, 'Follow Me'" (John 1: 43). Apparently, Philip was also in the wilderness with John the Baptist, and before returning to Galilee, Jesus sought him out and invited him to join the other disciples.

All Disciples Sovereignly Chosen
The first four disciples had been directed to Jesus by John the Baptist. So this is the first time we read that Jesus Himself actually sought and found one of them.  Of course Jesus sovereignly chose all his disciples.  In John 15:16, Jesus told them, "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you." But in the descriptions of how they first encountered Christ, this language is unique to the call of Philip.

All the Details
We read John 1:43, "The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me." We don't know what transpired but we read in verse 45, "Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
It seems that Philip must have had a lot of questions for Jesus.  Remember this is a very scrupulous personality.  He knew the Old Testament promises. He was ready. He was expectant . His heart was prepared. I can imagine the possible conversation.

Philip: "Some say you are the Messiah.  But you are from Nazareth."

Jesus: "I was born in Bethlehem."

Philip: "But your parents are Joseph and Mary."

Jesus: "My mother was a virgin when she bore me."

Philip: "You ARE the Messiah!"

Philip knew instantly that he had come to the end of his search. 

We Have Found Him!
Philip's seeking heart is evident in how he responded to Jesus. "Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 'We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote; Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph'" (John 1:45). Obviously, Philip and Nathanael, like the first four disciples, had been studying the Law and the Prophets and were seeking the Messiah.

"I Chose You" 
Notice something interesting about the expression Philip used with Nathanael: "We have found Him." As far as Philip was concerned, he had found the Messiah rather than being found by Him. Here we see the classic tension between sovereign election and human choice. Philip's call is a perfect illustration of how both exist in perfect harmony. The Lord found Philip, but Philip felt he found the Lord. Both things were true from the human perspective. But from a biblical perspective, we know that God's choice is the determinative one. "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you" (John 15:16).

Easy Believer
Even the most skeptical person can be won by Christ. The sweetness of grace is that it is irresistible.  It is not only hard to come to Jesus, it is impossible.  The Bible says "No one seeks after God..." in his heart (Romans 3:11). 

Yet Philip was convinced.  When Nathaniel voiced skepticism, Philip was undaunted: "Come and see" (1:46). The ease with which Philip believed is remarkable. He had met the Savior.  What we are saved with is what we are kept with.  If you are saved by Jesus you will be kept by Jesus.

We are going to find that Philip is a very scrupulous person.  He's not an "easy believer." He's not one who is pliable.  He's a hard customer.  He's a realist.  He's a skeptic.  But now the skeptic is converted. 

Selling Christianity-Lite
Churches today don't want to sell Christianity.  They want to sell Christianity lite.  My friend Pastor Bob Bixby told me Friday that pastors today want to wear bears like Moses but they have messages like Mr. Rogers.

The first role of successful merchandising is to give consumers what they want. If they want bigger burgers, make their burgers bigger. Designer bottled water in six fruit flavors? Done. Minivans with ten cup holders? Give them twenty. You’ve got to keep the customer satisfied. You’ve got to modify your product and your message to meet their needs if you want to build a market and get ahead of the competition. Today this same consumer mind-set has invaded Christianity. The church service is too long, you say? We’ll shorten it (one pastor guarantees his sermons will never last more than seven minutes!). Too formal? Wear your sweatsuit. Too boring? Wait till you hear our band!

One suburban church sent out a mailer recently, promising an “informal, relaxed, casual atmosphere,” “great music from our band,” and that those who come will, “believe it or not, even have fun.” 

That’s all great if you’re a coffeehouse. But anyone who claims to be calling people to the gospel of Jesus with those as his priorities is calling them to a lie. It’s Christianity for consumers: Christianity Lite, the redirection, watering down, and misinterpretation of the biblical gospel in an attempt to make it more palatable and popular.

Paul said in 2 Cor. 2:17, "For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ."

Philip, a Personal Evangelist
Philip not only had a seeking heart, but he also had the heart of a personal evangelist. His first response upon meeting Jesus was to find his friend Nathanael and tell him about the Messiah.

We see that friendships provide the most fertile soil for evangelism. When the reality of Christ is introduced into a relationship of love and trust that has already been established, the effect is powerful. And it seems that invariably, when someone becomes a true follower of Christ, that person's first impulse is to want to find a friend and introduce that friend to Christ. That dynamic is seen in Philip's spontaneous instinct to go find Nathanael and tell him about the Messiah.

John 1:43-46, "The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

Notice something interesting about the expression Philip used with Nathanael: "We have found Him." As far as Philip was concerned, he had found the Messiah rather than being found by Him.  Christ had found Philip and called him out.  But Philip says, "We found the Messiah."

II. The Growth of the scrupulous disciple (Jn. 6:4-7)
FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND JOHN 6:4-7
We go six chapters later, and we see again Philip’s scrupulousness. 

John 6:4–9, “Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” 

“Lord, It’s Impossible!”

Christ knew what he would do. He knew He was going to feed these people miraculously and create in His own hand bread and fish but He was testing Philip. There were likely 20 to 30 thousand people present.  Five thousand men! Five thousand women.  Perhaps 15 to 20 thousand children.  That’s a massive amount of people. 

In verse 7, we get Philip’s answer: “Lord, I’ve done the math, and what we want to do is impossible!”  Verse 7, “Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.”
Philip in Charge of the Food
Philip was likely in charge of the food.  In almost an instant Philip was doing the math.  A denarii is a day’s wage.  They had 200 days wages, or he thought the crowd could give an offering of that much.  He did the math.  With a denarii you could buy about 36 hand sized biscuits.  That’s not gonna feed tens of thousands of people.  Even 200 denarii wouldn’t buy the crowd “enough for each of them to get a little” (vs. 7).   
Facts, Figures, and Faith
What do we learn about Philip?  The supernatural does not enter his mind. Philip is from Cana.  He likely saw Jesus turn water into wine at the marriage supper.  Now we don't have any food for this multitude, how are we going to get some food?
Philip knew all about facts and figures.  God wanted to teach Him about faith. 
III. The Vision of the scrupulous disciple  (Jn. 12:20-22)
Sometimes the realist person does not have a very large vision.  They want to do what is safe.  They want to stay in the comfort zone.  God takes Philip out of his comfort zone.
MEETING THE GREEKS JOHN 12:20–22

John 12:20–22, “Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.”

Philip Unsure What to Do
There’s not much here, but a glimpse of what is to come. Greeks – Gentiles – non Jews coming to Jesus?

Philip seems to have been unsure what to do with them. If he checked the manual on Gentiles and Jesus, he might have noticed that Jesus said on one occasion when He sent the disciples out, "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matthew 10:5-6).  Was this a prohibition against  Gentiles?  Of course not.  Jesus was simply identifying the normal priority of His ministry: "to the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Romans 2: 10). It was a general principle, not an ironclad law. Greeks and other Gentiles were expressly included among those to whom He ministered.

These Greeks were very interested in Jesus. They sought out Philip in particular. Perhaps because of his Greek name, they thought he was the best contact. Or maybe they had learned that he was more or less the administrator of the group, the one who made all the arrangements on behalf of the disciples.

Abrahamic Covenant
Indeed, this encounter in John 12 is a little glimpse into the Abrahamic covenant.  Genesis 12:1–3, “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Through the seed of Abraham, the true promised Son, Jesus Christ, all the families of the earth would be “blessed” with eternal salvation.  That includes the Greeks.

This might have been a test for Philip, since Philip is such a scrupulous person.  He might  not have had a category for this.  

Jesus Heart for All People
We may safely assume that Jesus received the Greeks gladly. He Himself said, "the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out" (John 6:37). John 12 doesn't record anything about Jesus' meeting with the Greeks except the discourse Jesus gave on that occasion: Jesus answered them, saying in John 12:23-24, “And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”

Jesus would die that “all the nations of the  world would be  blessed.” 

Revelation 5:9 records the song of the Redeemed in heaven:

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation!”
Do you have a heart for people outside your comfort zone?  This was a stretcher for Philip.  
Apostle to the Greeks
Who would have know that Philip would become the apostle who preached to the Greco-Roman world in Syria, Greece, and Phrygia. He goes deep into the pagan world, planting churches and lifting up Jesus Christ! 

Are You Open?
Are you open to who the Lord wants you to witness to?  God wants to save some people in your life that are out of your category of thinking.  When I was saved, I never dreamed I’d be a missionary to Hispanic peoples.  I was failing out of school.  Yet, by the age of 24 I was traveling the country telling churches about Spain’s need for the Gospel.  We soon were there planting churches and seeing people saved.  I stayed there until I was 31 years old, when God called me back to Chicago to reach both my own people and the Hispanic population.

Don’t Limit God
You have no idea what God wants you to do. Don’t limit Him.  Greeks?  Let me go get Andrew!  He’ll bring them to Jesus.  
IV. The Failure of the scrupulous disciple  (Jn. 14:1-10)
THE UPPER ROOM John 14:1-10

Our final glimpse of Philip comes just a short time later, in the Upper Room with the disciples on the occasion of the Last Supper. It is significant to note that this was the last night of Jesus' earthly ministry— the eve of His crucifixion. The formal training of the Twelve had officially come to an end. And yet their faith was still pathetically weak. This was the same evening when they sat around the table arguing about who was the greatest, rather than taking up the towel and basin and washing Jesus' feet. Many of the most important lessons He had taught them appear to have gone unheeded. As Jesus said, they were "foolish ... and slow of heart to believe" (Luke 24:25). This was true of Philip in particular.

John 14:1–10, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.”
How long have you known Christ?  And yet do you truly know Him as you ought to know Him?  Are you still largely ignorant of Him?  Many that have good knowledge in the scripture and the things of God fall short of knowing Christ in the deep ways He intends for them.

How long have you been with Christ, and yet you still are just  a babe in Christ.  You are still unskillful in the Word.  You still do not have the goodness and self control He promises you in the Spirit. 
A Man of Weak Faith
Philip was a man of weak faith. He was a man of imperfect understanding. He was always skeptical, analytical, pessimistic, reluctant, and unsure. He wanted to go by the book all the time. Facts and figures filled his thoughts. So he was unable to grasp the big picture of Christ's divine power, Person, and grace. He was slow to understand, slow to trust, and slow to see beyond the immediate circumstances. He still wanted more proof.

We need to pray today and every  day, “Lord I believe.  Help my unbelief!”

Do You Not Believe?
Notice the appeal: "Do you not believe? . . . Believe"! 

John 20:8-10, “Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?”

Philip had already embraced Jesus as Messiah. Christ was urging him to take his faith to its logical conclusion: Philip was already in the presence of the living and eternal God Himself. He did not need to see any greater miracles. He did not need any more dramatic proof.

A Time Before Time
“Don’t you see Philip, you are looking for God Almighty, but look no further.”  There was a time when this earth had no being. Solid as the mountains look, boundless as the sea appears, high as the stars in heaven look, they once did not exist.  Man was yet a creature unknown.  But I was with the Father.  I was in the beginning with the father. And I was God.  I was beloved by the Father.  And in that great expanse in eternity past, I was there.  I made the worlds and I chose you.  Do you get it?  Do you not yet believe?  Do you not fully understand?  

The Lord asked the same thing to Peter in Matthew 16:9, “Do you not yet perceive?” 

He would say  to the two on the road to Emmaus, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25). 
He’s Out
If we were interviewing Philip for the role to which Jesus called him, we might say, "He's out. You can't make him one of the twelve most important people in the history of the world."

Greatly Used of God
Consider the patience of Jesus with each of us.  Of Philip Jesus said, "He's exactly what I'm looking for. My strength is made perfect in weakness. I'll make him into a preacher. He'll be one of the founders of the church. I will make him a ruler in the kingdom. And I will write his name on one of the twelve gates of the New Jerusalem." Thankfully, the Lord uses people like Philip— lots of them. 
Greatly Used of God
Tradition tells us that Philip was greatly used in the spread of the early church and was among the first of the apostles to suffer martyrdom. By most accounts he was put to death by stoning at Heliopolis, in Phrygia (Asia Minor), eight years after the martyrdom of James. Before his death, multitudes came to Christ under his preaching.  Twenty-two years  after this moment Philip is going to die for Christ among the Gentiles! 
Martin Luther, Another Scrupulous Person
I think of another scrupulous person, Martin Luther.  At the age of 21 he was supposed to have his expenses paid by his father to become a lawyer.  But instead Martin Luther fought his way through a severe thunderstorm on the road to Erfurt, a bolt of lightning struck the ground near him.  At that moment Luther screamed, “Help me, St. Anne, and I will become a monk!"
Luther was extraordinarily successful as a monk. He plunged into prayer, fasting, and ascetic practices—going without sleep, enduring bone-chilling cold without a blanket, and whipping himself. As he later commented, "If anyone could have earned heaven by the life of a monk, it was I."
Though he sought by these means to love God fully, he found no consolation. He was increasingly terrified of the wrath of God.  He later observed that "When it is touched by this passing inundation of the eternal, the soul feels and drinks nothing but eternal punishment."
Luther remarked, "I hated that word, 'the righteousness of God,' by which I had been taught according to the custom and use of all teachers ... [that] God is righteous and punishes the unrighteous sinner." The young Luther could not live by faith because he was not righteous—and he knew it.
Meanwhile, he was ordered to take his doctorate in the Bible and become a professor at Wittenberg University. During on the Psalms and a study of the Book of Romans, he began to see a way through his dilemma. 
Luther wrote: "At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, I ... began to understand that the righteousness of God is that through which the righteous live by a gift of God, namely by faith… Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open."
Luther said, 

“Faith, if it is to be sure and steadfast, must lay hold upon nothing else but Christ alone, and in the conflict and terrors of conscience it has nothing else to lean on but this precious pearl Christ Jesus. So, he who apprehends Christ by faith, although he be terrified with the law the weight of his sins, yet he may be bold to glory that he is righteous. How? Even by that precious jewel Christ Jesus, whom he possesses by faith.”

Conclusion
And so there is hope for the scrupulous person.  You want everything just right. But you will never be righteous in the sight of God unless you put down your facts and figures and fixations and run to Christ.  And having run to Christ, be robed in His righteousness.  Be cleansed by His blood. Be filled with His  Spirit. The only righteousness that makes all things right is  found  in Christ!
