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Sunday, March 23, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“No one can sum up all God is able to accomplish through one solitary life, wholly yielded, adjusted, and obedient to Him.”
- Dwight Lyman Moody
Announcements:

1. Work Day: Thank you for the many of you who came out sacrificially to work on a Saturday! So much was accomplished.  I especially want to thank some who stayed from 9am to 10pm! 
2. New Members Class: We decided to move the New Members Class to April 5 from 9am to 12pm due to the Work Day yesterday.
3. Evening Service Tonight: Don’t miss the evening service tonight.  I am praying that it will become a vital part of our church.  Let me encourage you if you are not a regular evening service attender to try it for six weeks.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 10:1-4. We are beginning a new series in the book of Matthew entitled: “The Twelve who Walked with Jesus.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Leaving All: Four Fisherman.” 
Charles Spurgeon Quote
Charles Haddon Spurgeon once said, “I have now concentrated all my prayers into one, and that one prayer is this, that I may die to self, and live wholly to Him.” Oh, to die to self and to live for Christ.  
D. L. Moody Quote
Dwight Lyman Moody said this, “No one can sum up all God is able to accomplish through one solitary life, wholly yielded, adjusted, and obedient to Him.”

This morning we are going to look at the first four of the twelve apostles: Peter, Andrew James, and John.

We often think of the apostles as “stain-glass saints,” thinking of them as “super-Christians” with glowing halos.  But that image couldn’t be farther from the truth.  As we will see all of the apostles, especially Peter, were just “jars of clay.” They were mere men.  The amazing and hopeful truth is that God chose twelve very ordinary men.  These are men just like you and I.  And as we consider them, remember there is nothing special about any human being in the Bible.  God uses mankind not because he is good or special, but because God is good.  
Reading of Holy Scripture

We read in Matthew 10:1–4, “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”

This morning we are going to observe the people God uses.  It’s an awesome sight.  God can do so much with so little. We are all nothings.  But God calls us to give all that we have.  We are to leave everything for the Lord as these four fisherman did.
Henry Drummond Quote

Henry Drummond, the Scottish author and evangelist who wrote the well-known booklet The Greatest Thing in the World, was once invited to speak to an exclusive men’s club in London. He began his talk with an analogy that those men easily understood: “Gentlemen, the entrance fee into the kingdom of heaven is nothing; however, the annual subscription is everything.”

Jesus called these four men who became his closest disciples to leave their fishing nets and follow Him.  They were converted, called, trained, and sent out into the world. We see this in Matthew 10:1-2, “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority… 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these.”
Disciples Vs. Apostles: Commissioning
When Jesus called to Him His twelve disciples, He was making more than a casual request. The writer’s choice of verbs seems to imply that this summoning was connected to an official commissioning to the Lord’s service. Here Matthew refers to the twelve as disciples, whereas in the next verse he calls them apostles.

The Twelve are called “disciples” as long as they are in the learning phase of their training.  A disciple is literally a “learner.”  But here Matthew in verse 2 deliberately refers to the Twelve in the very next verse as “apostles.” This is because an apostle means “one who is sent” or commissioned by another.  They still had so much to learn still, but from now on for the most part, they would be known as the Twelve Apostles.  
The Three Groups

The list of the apostles can be found in each of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) as well as Acts.  In each listing there are three (3) groups of four (4). Each group that follows the first group is not as close to Jesus.  The intensity of the relationship with Christ diminishes until you end with the traitor, Judas Iscariot.

The first group lists four fishermen: Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  Andrew brought Peter to Jesus, and James and John were disciples of John the Baptist.  There are various encounters with Jesus among the fisherman – James and John hear John the Baptist (whom they followed): “Behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  Andrew brings Peter to Jesus, and they spend the day with Jesus.  Andrew’s glorious conclusion is “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). 

I. Peter: the Rock (10:2)
Matthew 10:2, “The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.” 
Apart from that of Jesus, no name is mentioned more often in the New Testament than Peter’s. No other person speaks as often or is spoken to as often. No disciple was reproved as often or as severely as Peter, and only he was presumptuous enough to reprove the Lord. No other disciple so boldly confessed Christ or so boldly denied Him. No other disciple was so praised and blessed by Jesus, and yet no other did He call Satan.

How could Jesus take such an ambivalent, inconsistent, and self-centered man and make him into the foremost-the prōtos-of the apostles?
  

Peter’s Transformation

Peter is sometimes called. “the apostle with the foot-shaped mouth.” Of all the human personalities Jesus remade, Simon Peter is the one (perhaps next to Paul) about whom we know the most, and the man who seems most like ourselves. 

Simon (which means “Hearing One” – coming from Deut. 6, the “Shama”) is Peter’s Jewish name.  Peter or Cephas is the surname Jesus gave him – it means “the Rock.” The first meeting Jesus had with Simon, He addressed him, John 1:42, “When Jesus saw him, He said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which means “Rock”).”

Peter’s Name a Testimony to His Transformation

Peter’s name is a testimony to his transformation. One commentator said: “Christ manages the tumultuous and fluctuating elements of Peter’s character as a perfect rider does a wild horse. He transformed a nature as unstable as water into the consistency of a rock.”

Jesus spent more time with Peter than with any of the others, partly because Peter was constantly at the Lord’s side. He was never far from Jesus and was continually asking Him questions, giving advice, and even giving commands. 
Peter was Imperfect, but Inquisitive
Peter was imperfect, but he was always asking questions. When Peter did not understand a parable, he would ask the Lord: “Explain the parable to us” (Matt. 15:11, 15). 
When he left everything to follow Jesus, he asked in Matthew 19:27 quite immaturely: “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” 
Peter with James, John, and Andrew he asked Jesus to explain when and how the Temple would be destroyed (Mark 13:4). 
After Jesus told Peter that Peter would die a martyr’s death, he asked about how John would die.  Jesus’ answer is: “What is that to you?” (John 21:21-22). 

Peter’s questions seldom received the answer he expected, because they usually were self-centered or completely missed the primary truth Jesus was explaining. But the Lord used even his poor questions to patiently train him to be the man and apostle He wanted Peter to be. Though Peter’s questions were often immature and impetuous.
Peter was Impetuous but Had Initiative

Peter was often impetuous, but he had initiative. Who else out of the entire human race walked on water?  Yet when he got out there he sank, and Jesus saved him! 

When the Lord asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter immediately replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:15–16). 
When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. “Peter therefore having a sword, drew it, and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear” (John 18:10). Even though his actions were often misguided, Peter was ready to respond in what he thought was Christ’s behalf.

Peter was an Intimate Friend of the Lord

Peter was never content to be on the sidelines. He stayed as close to Jesus as possible and wanted to be a part of everything that happened. Even when he denied the Lord, he was at least as near to Jesus as he could be, whereas all the other disciples were nowhere to be found. 
When they were told of Jesus’ resurrection, Peter reached the tomb after John only because John was a better runner (John 20:4). Peter was always there. 

Peter’s Home Life

The bold fisherman was a native of Bethsaida and later moved to Capernaum, where he and his father, John (or Jonas), and brother, Andrew carried on their trade. Because he had a mother-in-law, we know that Peter was married when Jesus called him (Matt. 8:14).

From Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians 9:5, it is likely that Peter’s wife traveled with him throughout his apostolic ministry.

A Foundation Stone?
As we mentioned, Peter’s names give insight into his character. He was given the common name Simon by his parents, but Jesus changed his name to Peter (Cephas in Aramaic) which means stone (Matt. 16:18). So though by nature Peter was vacillating and unstable, Jesus would transform Him into a rock – one of the foundation stones for the New Testament church. 

The Greatest Confessions of Jesus

The greatest confessions in the Bible as to who Jesus is come from Peter! When Peter first confessed that Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus explained to him. “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 16:16–17). 
When many of Jesus’ followers forsook Him because of His teaching about the cost of discipleship, using the figure of eating His flesh and drinking His blood, the Lord asked the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” Peter’s response on that occasion is breathtaking, as we hear him say: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.” (John 6:66–68).

The Greatest Denials of Jesus
Not only do we see the greatest affirmations of Christ coming from the lips of Peter, but of course, we also see that the greatest denials of Jesus in the Bible come from Peter! 

On the road to Jerusalem where Jesus would die, Peter seemed like he was anything but a solid foundation on which Christ could build His church. We read in Matthew 16 that when the Lord “began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day, … Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You’ ” 
But his severe rebuke of Jesus brought an even more severe rebuke from Jesus: “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s” (Matt. 16:21–23).

After this upon their arrival in Jerusalem, Jesus predicted that all the disciples would fall away when He was arrested, Peter again contradicted Him, asserting, “Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away” When Jesus went on to say that Peter’s falling away would occur that very night and would, in fact, happen three times, Peter protested even more strongly: “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.”
Yet not long after that we see Peter failed Jesus in the Garden: When Jesus came back from prayer in the garden and found the disciples sleeping, He said, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour?” (Mark 14:37).

Peter failed Jesus in Jesus’ hour of greatest weakness, and denied Him three times. After Peter’s third denial we read in Luke 22:60–61, that “the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” Can you imagine the compassion in Jesus’ eyes? Jesus didn’t discard Peter! 

After the resurrection Jesus restored Peter threefold and commissioned him to “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17).
Leaving All

We read in Matthew 4:18-20 that Peter and his fellow fishermen left all and followed Jesus.  “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.”

Peter perhaps had many ideas as to where Jesus would take him. He was impetuous, immature, and sometimes proud and self-serving.  He would deny the Lord and fail more spectacularly perhaps than any believer in the New Testament.  Yet God used him!  

Peter’s Failures Recorded – Sheryl Halas
Peter’s denials were spectacular.  Once when a dear believer had fallen into sin through alcohol and a DUI, she said to me, “My name is now forever on the internet.” “I can repent, but now my name is forever out there.” I told her: your name is only on the internet.  Peter’s greatest failures are recorded in the inspired Word of God that abides forever! 

Peter Preached at Pentecost

And though Peter’s denials are recorded, it is also recorded that Peter was used of God to preach at the very birth of the New Testament church. Jesus was transforming Peter by letting him know that God wanted to use that imperfect mouth of his to deliver the inaugural message of the New Testament church. 
On that day of Pentecost, Peter would stand up boldly and say to the great crowd of Jews how had travelled from every nation under heaven there in Jerusalem, in Acts 2:38-41, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyonewhom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”

And one day Peter would take a pen and write God’s revelation in the form of two New Testament epistles.

Peter Rebuked by Paul

You might think that after preaching Pentecost Peter had no more struggles.  Some believe that Peter planted the first Gentile church at Antioch.  Yet it was at this church that Peter fell again into terrible sin, so much so that he had to be publically rebuked by Paul. 

We read of the account in Galatians 2:11-14 – Paul writes: “when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
We know that Peter repented and went on to be greatly used of the Lord.  Sometimes we think that even the greatest of men, like Peter, no longer struggle with sin, but it is not true.  After his conversion and even his calling as an apostle Peter would continue to fall, but he kept getting up and going straight to the arms of Jesus!

God Can Transform and Use Anyone!

If God can change Peter, He can change you!  If God can use Peter, He certainly can use you! Listen, leaving all is worth it all! 
I think of the words of John Newton (author of the hymn Amazing Grace): 
“I am not what I ought to be —I am not what I want to be —I am not what I hope to be — yet, I can truly say, I am not what I once was; and I heartily acknowledge, "By the grace of God I am what I am.”

Grace to the Humble

As impetuous and proud as Peter was to begin with, God transformed Peter, and eventually he learned his lesson, writing many years later, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).
Peter’s Death and Life

Tradition reports that Peter died a cruel death. And before he himself was crucified, he is said to have been forced to witness the crucifixion of his wife. In his Ecclesiastical History, the early church Father Eusebius writes that Peter stood at the foot of his wife’s cross and kept repeating to her, “Remember the Lord. Remember the Lord.” After she died, it is said he pleaded to be crucified upside down, because he was unworthy to die as his Lord had died.

Conclusion

When you think of the twelve, don’t think of them as “stained glass saints.” They have been so frequently portrayed with halos above their heads and benign expressions on their faces, that they seem like they’ve already come to perfection. We see their likenesses in cathedrals and chapels.  Many cities and towns are named after them. Their names are often preceded by Saint, adding to the notion that they were on a completely different plane of spiritual existence from other human beings, including other Christians. As we see from the life of Peter, that could not be farther from the truth.

Peter’s life can be summed up in the last words of his second epistle: “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To Him be glory, both now and forever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). Peter was a work in progress and so are you!  You will fail many, many times!  But keep getting up and keep growing! 
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