The Tenderness of Jesus
Matthew 9:35-10:1
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, March 16, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Let your tears fall because of sin; but, at the same time, let the eye of faith steadily behold the Son of man lifted up, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, that those who are bitten by the old serpent may look unto Jesus and live. Our sinnership is that emptiness into which the Lord pours his mercy.”
- Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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Announcements:

1. Cleanup at Barrington Rd Property: Immediately after the morning service. 
2. New Members Class: on Saturday, March 22nd from 9am to Noon, we will have a new member’s class.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested.
3. New Serving Schedule: The new quarterly serving schedule begins today. If you have a serving role, be sure to pick up a copy at the Welcome Desk or check it on the church website.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 9:35-10:1. We are continuing in a series through the book of Matthew entitled: “King of kings.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “The Tenderness of Jesus.” 
John Howe Quote
John Howe, who was a puritan and a chaplain to Oliver Cromwell said this: “Shall not the Redeemer's tears move you? They signify the sincerity of His love and pity--the truth and tenderness of His compassion. His tears were the natural genuine expressions of genuine beneficence and pity” (circa. 1668).
This morning we see a sight that is greatly comforting to broken sinners.  We see Jesus pouring His love and mercy on broken people.  We see His undying energy – persevering in a finite body, yet with an infinite heart of love!  His ministry is unique. 

Outline

Today we are going to learn about the tenderness of Jesus. It is seen in three ways.  We see the tenderness of Jesus for broken sinners:
· Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His ministry (Matt. 9:35).
· Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His motives (Matt. 9:36).

· Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His mission (Matt. 9:37-10:1).

Reading of Holy Scripture
Matthew 9:35–10:1, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

10:1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.”
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I. Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His ministry (Matt. 9:35).
Matthew 9:35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.” This is the same we had before, Matthew 4:23, “And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.”
We learn from the Jewish historian Josephus that at this time there were some two hundred cities and villages in the region of Galilee, an area about 40 miles wide and 70 miles long. “The cities are numerous and the multitude of villages everywhere,” he wrote, “crowded with men owing to the fertility of the soil, so that the smallest of them contains above fifteen thousand inhabitants.”
 Based on that assessment, Galilee then contained at least three million people, most of whom could have had direct exposure to Jesus.
Cities of that day were distinguished by having high surrounding walls for fortification, whereas villages were unwalled. During His brief stay in Galilee, Jesus visited all of them as He fulfilled His threefold ministry of teaching … proclaiming the gospel …, and healing.

Jesus’ Compassion

He visited not only the great and wealthy cities, but the poor, obscure villages; there he preached, there he healed. The most disturbed and broken souls in the world are as precious to Christ, and should be to us, as the souls of those that seem to be attractive and gifted. Rich and poor meet together in him, the well to do and the orphans are welcomed by Him together.

=========TEACHING in Their Synagogues =========
Matthew 9:35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues…”

Imagine the God of the universe opening up the Word of God to us.  The One who spoke the worlds into existence was teaching in the meeting places – the places of worship for the common  people. 

The Order of Synagogue Worship

The common manner of service was as follows:

· Synagogue would meet Saturday, Monday, and Thursday.

· A time of praise

· A time of prayer

· The reading of the Scripture from the Law of Moses

· Translation of the Scripture from Hebrew to Aramaic (the common language)

· The explanation and exposition of the Word

The Jewish scholar Philo, who lived in Alexandria during the time of Christ, wrote, “Synagogues are mainly for the detailed reading and exposition of Scripture.”
The History of the Synagogue

Synagogues developed during the Babylonian exile (which began in 586 b.c.), and from that time on they were the centers of Jewish community life. Then they were separated from the Temple for those 70 years of captivity, they began to gather together in a synagogue, which simply means “place of assembly.” They were brought to Israel during the ministry of Ezra.  

Wherever at least ten Jewish men lived, a synagogue could be formed,
 and many large cities of the ancient world had numerous synagogues.

The synagogue was usually located on a hill or by a river, and was frequently built roofless-as was most of the Temple-in order for the people to look up to heaven as part of their worship. The synagogue was often identified by a long pole that went high into the air, much as a church steeple. A stranger in town could always find his way to the synagogue simply by traveling toward the pole.

A Place of Learning

The synagogue was also a place of instruction, as reflected in the Yiddish word for synagogue (schul, akin to our English school). It was the public school, or seminary, where Jewish boys were trained in the Talmud (the official commentaries on the law of Moses) and where many Jewish men (besides the elders and rabbis) often spent time studying the Scriptures (see Acts 17:11).

The People Did Not Know Their Bible

The people he saw were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (v. 36), and the reason they were helpless is that they did not know the Bible. They should have known it; they had possessed the Old Testament for centuries, and their teachers should have been teaching it to them. But they were like people today. They had not been taught,

Guard the Deposit

The truth is, few professing Christians today really know their Bibles.  The most compassionate thing any of us can do is to read and to teach our Bible. We are not called to promote our own opinion, but to guard the deposit God has given us.
Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:14, “guard the good deposit entrusted to you.”

Isaiah 8:20, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (KJV). 
The Teaching Ministry of Jesus Today

We have the same privilege to participate in the teaching ministry of Jesus today.  Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
Jesus has cared so much for you that He has given you a God-breathed, authoritative deposit of His message for you.  The Bible has the authority to tell us how to think and how to live! 

Gathering Together on Time, Experiencing Jesus’ Tenderness
The basic meaning of “synagogue” is “gathering place.”  The equivalent today would be going to church.  I want to encourage you to be in a place where you can experience the tenderness of Jesus. 

When we come to church, we ought to be early.  We ought not make a habit of coming to Sunday School a half hour late.  We ought to be at all the services where God’s people gather.  Jesus is here and so we all ought to be here.  God’s local gathering of believers is the place of change.  It is where the  teaching ministry of Jesus continues.  It is where the Holy Spirit works.  Be there Sunday morning, Sunday night and Wednesday night.

We ought to be in our seats in good time – not wandering in on the first song.  We don’t want to miss anything.  We do not want to be disrespectful to God’s Word.  We want to be in a place where we can experience the tender touch of Jesus.

=========PREACHING the Good News=========
Matthew 9:35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom…”

Imagine the infinite God in a finite human body.  And He expended all the energy He had in his finite human body preaching the “good news” of the Kingdom!  

Jesus not only taught in the synagogues but He went about proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom wherever He went-in a synagogue, on a street corner, on a hillside, or on the seashore. It was through proclaiming the gospel that He made His major evangelistic thrust, calling on His hearers not simply to believe what He taught but to believe in Him. 
The Gospel of the Kingdom

In preaching the gospel of the kingdom, Jesus was not simply enfording the Old Covenant, as He did when teaching in the synagogues, but He was proclaiming the New Covenant which He would seal with His own blood (Matt. 26:28). No longer were there types and shadows, but the Lamb of God had come in human flesh to “take away the sin of the world.”  Jesus proclaimed Himself as both the entrance and the Ruler (Matt. 16:28; 18:3; Luke 22:29–30; John 14:6; 18:36).  “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life…”
The Nature of the Kingdom

This would not be a kingdom that would wipe out Rome, but would save the souls of Rome.  It is not a kingdom of brick and mortar but of human beings. Jesus said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 

Yet Jesus’ Kingdom is coming in a physical form.  When that happens there will be absolutely no challenge from human authorities.  Peter says in 2 Peter 3:10-12, “The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

When Jesus comes to set up His kingdom, you will know it.  He will come “in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8).

The Kingdom of This World Shall Become Christ’s

And in that moment as Revelation 11:15 says, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

Christ’s Present Kingdom

Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom was not just about the future kingdom, in its millennial and eternal states, but about His present spiritual kingdom, into which a person is born by forgiving, transforming grace the moment he trusts in the Son of God. Every Christian is a citizen of God’s kingdom in this present life. 

When did you enter Christ’s Kingdom?

When did you enter Christ’s Kingdom?  Have you embraced the good news?  Christ cares about you.  Where is the “line of demarcation” in your life?  Have you been born again?  John 3:3, Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Have you been transferred (as Paul says in Colossians) from the “kingdom of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13)? Have you by faith put your trust in Christ and pledged your allegiance to Him as King?  Does He rule on the throne of your heart?

=========The HEALING Ministry of Jesus=========
Matthew 9:35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.”

Jesus Met People’s Needs

Whether people were tucked in little obscure hamlets on the hillsides, or whether they were down in the heat of the valley, or whether they were in the large cities that ringed the sea itself, He went everywhere, and even in between, in the vineyards and the fields, and He met the people, and He met their needs.
In his book Counterfeit Miracles, B. B. Warfield wrote. “When our Lord came down to earth, He drew heaven with Him. The signs which accompanied His ministry were but the trailing clouds of glory which He brought from heaven, which is His home.”

Disease and Demons Banished

Jesus’ ministries of teaching and preaching were confirmed and verified as divine and true by the display of supernatural power in His ministry of miracles, manifested especially through healing.
In a very real way, at the climax of Jesus healing ministry, it could be said that all diseases and all demons were banished from that part of Palestine.  

In fact, John says in his Gospel that, “All the books of the world couldn't contain all of the things that He did” (John 21:25). The miracles of chapter 8 and 9, and there are basically nine miracles, are only samples in various categories of expressions of power. By no means do they touch anywhere near the number of miracles that He did.
Apostolic Healing

Many of the apostles had the gift of healing.  Remember Paul in Acts 19:12 was enveloped by the people “so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.”

The point of the healing ministry of Jesus and the apostles was to confirm the message of the Gospel.  It also was a way that people could feel the touch and compassion and tenderness of Jesus. 

Jesus and the apostles went out of their way to touch people and meet their needs.  How about you?  Since God is the healer, one of the things you can do when someone tells you they are sick is to stop right there, and if you are a lady praying  with a lady or a man praying with a man, stop and touch them and pray over them the healing power of Jesus.  As for God to not only heal them physically if that be His will, but to comfort and revive them spiritually. In this way you will be participating in the ongoing healing ministry of Jesus.
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II. Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His motives (Matt. 9:36).
Matthew 9:36, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

Here is a marvelous disclosure of our Lord’s heart, a revelation of His divine motive for ministry.  But in seeing the multitudes Jesus saw the deepness and pervasiveness of their sin and the desperate plight of their spiritual blindness and lostness. Consequently, He felt compassion for them as only God could feel. He cared for them because He was God incarnate and it is God’s nature to love and to care, for “God is love” (1 John 4:8). 

Jesus looked upon the multitudes and was moved with compassion.  His heart broke for them! His heart today breaks for you! 

I Love You with All My Bowels

When it says he “had compassion for them” it literally refers to the intestines, or bowels. The Bible talks about the bowels of the earth. That means that central portion, the stuff that's in the middle; and, literally, it says, "Jesus was moved in the bowels upon them." You say, "What...why did they use that word? What a strange thing to express concern." I mean if you were to go to your girlfriend and say, "I love you with all my bowels," someone would take that wrong. 
That is no different than going to someone and saying, "I love you with all my heart” – that ugly, bloody, pulsating blob of muscle that quivers in your chest. So all depends on how you perceive that. When we see a little valentine, that little image on the front doesn't look like a human heart at all. If you ever sent a valentine to somebody with an actual human heart – well that would be quite strange! 

Jesus was torn up on the inside is the idea.  This phrase is mostly used figuratively to represent the emotions, much in the way we use the term heart today.

Torn Up Inside Like a Parent with a Sick Child

Jesus’ care was not merely figurative, because He felt in His own body the symptoms of His deep caring. If our bodies literally ache in pain and nausea when we experience great agony, remorse, or sympathy, we can be sure that the Son of Man felt them even more. Matthew tells us that, in order to fulfill the prophecies of Isaiah, Jesus “Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases” (Matt. 8:17). It was not, of course, that Jesus Himself contracted the diseases or infirmities, but that in sympathy and compassion He physically as well as emotionally suffered with those who came to Him for healing-just as a parent can become physically ill from worry and concern over a child who is desperately sick or in trouble or danger.

The Compassion of Jesus

O, the compassion of Jesus! Dr. Paul Brand has spent many years in medical work among lepers. In his book Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, he writes,

[Jesus] reached out His hand and touched the eyes of the blind, the skin of the person with leprosy, and the legs of the cripple. …

I have sometimes wondered why Jesus so frequently touched the people He healed, many of whom must have been unattractive, obviously diseased, unsanitary, smelly. With His power, He easily could have waved a magic wand. … But He chose not to. Jesus’ mission was not chiefly a crusade against disease … but rather a ministry to individual people, some of whom happened to have a disease. He wanted those people, one by one, to feel His love and warmth and His full identification with them. Jesus knew He could not readily demonstrate love to a crowd, for love usually involves touching.

The Reason God Saves Us (Campbell-Morgan)

Christ sympathizes with our pain and weaknesses! Hebrews 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
G. Campbell Morgan said this…
There is no reason in man that God should save; the need is born of His own compassion. No man has any claim upon God. Why, then, should men be cared for? Why should they not become the prey of the ravening wolf, having wandered from the fold? …God could have met every demand of His righteousness and holiness by handing men over to the doom they had brought upon themselves. But deepest in the being of God, holding in its great energizing might, both holiness and righteousness, is love and compassion. …It is out of the love which inspired that wail of the Divine heart, that salvation has been provided.

The Condition of Man

Matthew 9:36, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

The people then like today were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (vs. 36). What a depraved condition we find ourselves in- but we are not alone!  Christ in compassion looks upon us as He looked upon the people.

Charles Spurgeon Quote

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “Let your tears fall because of sin; but, at the same time, let the eye of faith steadily behold the Son of man lifted up, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, that those who are bitten by the old serpent may look unto Jesus and live. Our sinnership is that emptiness into which the Lord pours his mercy.”

The Word Harassed

People then and today are “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (vs. 36). The word “harassed” has the root meaning of flaying or skinning, and the derived meanings of being harassed or severely troubled. It often connoted the ideas of being battered, bruised, mangled, ripped apart, worn out, and exhausted. Jesus saw the multitudes as being inwardly devastated by their sinful and hopeless condition.
The Word Helpless

People then and today are “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (vs. 36). The word “helpless” has the basic meaning of being thrown down prostrate, downcast, and utterly unable to help oneself, as from drunkenness or a mortal wound. Jesus saw the downcast multitudes as sheep without a shepherd to protect and care for them. They were helpless and defenseless, spiritually battered, thrown down, and without leadership or supply.

Hireling Shepherds

The Pharisees who were to care for the Lord’s sheep were merely hirelings. Israel’s shepherds were pretenders, and gave them no spiritual pastures, nor did they feed them, give them drink, or bind up their wounds. Instead, they were spiritually brutalized by uncaring, unloving leaders who should have been meeting their spiritual needs. Consequently, the people had been left weary, desolate, and forlorn. They were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (vs. 36). In 10:6 Jesus calls them “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” God’s chosen people who had been left to perish.
The Gentle Call of the Savior

How wonderfully refreshing it must have been to hear Jesus say, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” (Matt. 11:28–30).
Does Jesus Care?

I love the Hymn by Frank Graeff, Does Jesus Care?

Does Jesus care when my heart is pained
Too deeply for mirth or song,
As the burdens press, and the cares distress,
And the way grows weary and long?


Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares,
His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary,
I know my Savior cares.

Does Jesus Care for You?

Does Jesus care for you? Listen to the Word of God! He cries out to you as He did to Israel in Jeremiah 31:3, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.”

Thomas Watson Quote

The great Puritan writer Thomas Watson said, “We may force our Lord to punish us, but we will never have to force Him to love us. That’s His nature.”  The apostle John writes: “God is love.” The God of Scripture is the God of love and compassion.
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III. Jesus’ tenderness is seen in His mission (Matt. 9:37-10:1).
Matthew 9:37–10:1, “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

10:1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.”

What is the Harvest?

Several interpretations are commonly offered for the meaning of the harvest. It is said to represent all the lost, the seekers after God, or those who are elected for salvation. But from other parts of Scripture, including the Old Testament, we discover a different picture of what Jesus doubtlessly meant by the figure of harvest.

God declared to Israel through Isaiah. “For you have forgotten the God of your salvation and have not remembered the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant delightful plants and set them with vine slips of a strange god. In the day that you plant it you carefully fence it in, and in the morning you bring your seed to blossom; but the harvest will be a heap in a day of sickliness and incurable pain” (Isa. 17:10–11). The harvest here was God’s judgment. 

Through Joel the Lord said, “Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down, O Lord, Thy mighty ones. Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:11–14). Again the harvest was God’s judgment, and the multitudes faced the decision of their destiny-before they lost the opportunity to decide.

Revelation 14:14–19, “Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.”  

Again, we see that all people are going to be brought before the Lord.  
The Harvest is Overflowing

What does Jesus say in our passage? Matthew 9:37–38, “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

The harvest is full!  It’s overflowing!  It’s beyond what we can imagine.  All will be judged.  
Pray to the Lord of the Harvest

What is Jesus answer?  Go and do something?  No, first you need to “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (vs. 38). 

The Christian’s first responsibility is not to go out and start working as soon as he sees a need but to come to the Lord in prayer. Waiting on the Lord is a crucial part of serving Him. Before the disciples had received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost they were not prepared to witness for Christ, and He therefore instructed them “not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me’ ” (Acts 1:4). Before they embarked on their ministry in “Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost part of the earth,” they were to stay where they were for a while. And in the upper room where they were staying, “with one mind [they] were continually devoting themselves to prayer” (v. 14).

The Big Problem

What is the problem? The primary problem that hindered Jesus’ ministry as He taught, preached, and healed in Palestine is the primary problem that hinders it today: the workers are few (vs. 37). 

We need to get people ready for the harvest. All of us need to be involved in faithful harvesting of souls for His kingdom.

Every Member a Minister

Every member of Living Hope is to be a minister! Ephesians 4:11–12, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…” 

Jesus says in His Great Commission: Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” Every true disciple is to be a disciple-maker.
Being Jesus’ Body

How are people going to be ready to meet God? We are Jesus’ hands and feet.  Just after this we see Jesus sending forth His own disciples in the very same ministry we observed from Him: preaching, teaching, and healing.  Look at Matthew 10:1, “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.” We find out that these are the Twelve apostles who did the teaching and the preaching and were used of God to write the New Testament.
Conclusion

Today, Jesus is no longer physically walking on the earth.  But He is present through you and me.  We are His hands and feet.  
It is possible to pray regularly for the salvation of a loved one, a neighbor, a friend, or a fellow employee and to let our concern stop with our prayer. But when we earnestly pray for the Lord to send someone to those unsaved people, we cannot help becoming open to being that someone ourselves. It is possible to pray for someone’s salvation while keeping them at arm’s length. But when we sincerely beseech the Lord to send someone to witness to them, we place ourselves at His disposal to become one of His workers in that ministry.

Are you willing to be used of the Lord to reach His harvest field?  Will you display the tenderness of Jesus to a lost world?
Basil the Great Quote

Basil the Great said, 
“The bread that is spoiling in your house belongs to the hungry. The shoes that are mildewing under your bed belong to those who have none. The clothes stored away in your trunk belong to those who are naked.” And the Gospel of the Kingdom that you take for granted belongs to the multitudes of poor and lost souls all around you!
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