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Matthew 9:18-34
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, March 9, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Faith is a living, bold trust in God's grace, so certain of God’s favor that it would risk death a thousand times trusting in it. Such confidence and knowledge of God's grace makes you happy, joyful and bold in your 
relationship to God and all creatures.”
- Martin Luther, 16th Century Reformer
Announcements:

1. Men’s Prayer Breakfast signup: March 15 – We have changed the location of the Men’s Prayer Breakfast to Heritage Baptist of Woodstock IL.  There are a number of churches participating.  I will send an article out that we will be reading and discussing.  It will still take place from 7:30-9:30am. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on coming.
2. Vote on Property: Last week we voted 89% in favor of selling our Barrington Road property.  The closing will be Monday March 17.  
3. Biblical Counseling Certification Preparation class: For 12 weeks, each Sunday at 4pm, we will have class that walks you through the certification process including the reading as well as the exams (Theological, Counseling).  Begins today, March 2.  Classes are completely free. All are welcome who desire to be certified.  It is recommended that you bring a laptop or a tablet. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested.
4. New Members Class: on Saturday, March 22nd from 9am to Noon, we will have a new member’s class.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested.
5. New Serving Schedule: The new quarterly serving schedule begins today. If you have a serving role, be sure to pick up a copy at the Welcome Desk or check it on the church website.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 9:18-34. We are continuing in a series through the book of Matthew entitled: “King of kings.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Simple Faith.” 
Luther Quote
Martin Luther defined faith this way.  He said: 

“Faith is a living, bold trust in God's grace, so certain of God’s favor that it would risk death a thousand times trusting in it. Such confidence and knowledge of God's grace makes you happy, joyful and bold in your relationship to God and all creatures”.

Context: Matthew 8-9 are sometimes referred to as “the longest day”.  After a long day, the disciples go over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  They are caught in a terrible life threatening storm.  They come to the other side and see a demon possessed man who Jesus heals.  Apparently all this takes place in the early hours of the day, because once they get back to the  other side of the Sea of Galilee back in Capernaum, Jesus meets several very needy, desperate people.  

· One man is very well to do—an official in the synagogue in Capernaum has a 12 year old daughter near death.  

· Another desperate person is a woman, who has been suffering with a disease for 12 years.  She has a hemorrhage of blood that has made her unclean, and everything she sits on and any one who touches her is ceremonially unclean.  She cannot worship in the synagogue or temple.
   

· We also see two blind men crying out to Jesus, and He heals them.

· Finally, a man  made mute by demon possession is brought to Jesus  and he is surprisingly healed. 

· All of these people have something in common.  They come to  Jesus and are healed.  They trust in Christ and he makes them whole.  They all do something.  Either  they come on their  own or their loved ones bring them to Jesus. There is a lot of action going on.
Outline

Today we are going to learn that Jesus came to seek and to save lost sinners.  We see it in a healing, a calling, and a story.  Those whom Jesus saves are:
· Saving faith is humble (Matt. 9:18, 23-26).
· Saving faith is active (Matt. 9:19-22).

· Saving faith is urgent (Matt. 9:27-31).

· Saving faith is surprising (Matt. 9:32-34).

I. Saving faith is humble (Matt. 9:18-19, 23-26).
Here we find a man who is in a very prominent position, and he comes to Jesus humbly.  We all know the story of Jairus and his dying daughter.

Matthew 9:18-19, “While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live. 19 And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples.” 
Daughter is Sick and Dying – No Hospital

This is a real man with a daughter we find out later that is around 12 years of age.  My daughter Kristen is 12, so this story touches me.  This man has a genuine love for his daughter, and she is at the point of death.  Imagine how this might impact you.  Your daughter is sick.  There is no hospital near by.  There is no doctor that can help you.  This man is desperate.

Desperate situations pry us from self-confidence and pride.  Do you find yourself in a desperate situation?  You cannot help yourself?  No human solution is available?  Thank God for it right now.  God has brought you to a place where He’s going to teach you how to walk with Him by FAITH.
Story of Katie Getting Lost in Spain

· Tell the story of Katie “getting lost” in Spain on the side of a mountain.

Humility Spurs us to Ask

This man also asks.  Look at Mark 5:23, “…he fell at his feet 23 implored him earnestly, [ESV]…”  James says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16).  

This man “implored him earnestly”.  It means to beg someone for help.  He literally “begged” Jesus.  We learn how to ask in faith right here.  Jesus meets his need.  Why did Jesus meet his need?
God hears the prayers of the brokenhearted. Here was a man who was a respected person in the synagogue, but his prestige lost all comeliness when his daughter became sick.   Psalm 51:17, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” He says, “My little daughter”.  We learn later she is 12 years old.  She’s not a little girl any more.  Yet we see the tenderness.  We see the desperation.  In my experience, when the impossible comes, this is when the Holy Spirit works in us the ability to believe God to do the impossible.  It is often not until we are utterly brokenhearted that we are prepared to pray the way God wants us to pray.  
Humility Spurs us to Action
This man acts.  Jairus was a synagogue official.  From what we know, he would have helped keep the synagogue grounds.  He would have been like a deacon.  So he came to Jesus and fell at his feet.  He had plenty of reasons to stay home. 

· His fellow Pharisees were plotting Jesus’ death.  He might lose his position.

· He was a synagogue official, and he might have looked weak falling before Jesus.
· The ground is level at Jesus’ feet.  All the prestige of man means nothing to Jesus.  John 2:24, Jesus never entrusted himself to man, because “He himself knew what was in man.”
Faith involves action.  He got dressed, left his home, asked around, cut through the crowd on the beach, sees Jesus and falls at his feet.  Do you have this kind of active, working, living faith?  Faith is not passive—it is active.  If I believe a train is coming down the track and I am lying down on the track, I’m going to move, because I believe!  This man apparently knows that Jesus can do what no doctor can do.  So he sets aside his trust in all others, and ACTIVELY seeks Jesus out and falls before Him.

Hebrews 4:16, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

Humble Faith Waits

Then in verses 20-22, a very sick woman approaches Jesus, and this ruler in the synagogue has to wait! 
God is going to test your faith to see if it is authentic.  We see how he tests Jairus’s faith in verses 20-22.  This section gives us another person that Jesus deals with on the way to Jairus’s house.  We’ll come to that in just a moment.   This woman with the hemorrhage of blood jumps in front of Jairus.  Every second to this father must have felt like an eternity.  This is a test for Jairus’s faith.  There is always a test when you ask.  Remember what Jairus told Jesus, “My little daughter is at the point of death” (Mark 5:23).  

Can you imagine what it would have been like in his shoes?  Would you possibly have been angry?  Anxious? Confused?  Jesus come NOW!  My daughter is at the “point of death” and you are taking valuable time to deal with this lady.  She can wait!  My daughter is dying.  There is no time to delay!  
“Your Daughter is Dead”

In Mark 5:35, one of Jesus’ disciples gets word that the daughter has actually died!  Mark 5:35, “While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 
Humble Faith Perseveres 

True, living, vital faith overcomes and perseveres.  True faith believes God despite impossibilities. The object of our faith is still omnipotent!  He is still all wise and all loving, is He not?!  So God is going to test your faith to see if it is authentic.  We see how he tests Jairus’s faith in verses 19-22. 

1 John 5:4, “…this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.”

Funeral Mourners Were Already There
Can you imagine what Jairus must have felt when he saw that the funeral mourners were already there?  Matthew 9:23-24, “And when Jesus came to the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him.”  Look at these proud people who do not believe that Jesus is going to raise her.  Don’t be hard on them, because it is unlikely that any of us would have done differently.
Humble Faith versus Proud Unbelief

Jesus is the God of life and death, but this might be too great a test for Jairus. If you are Jairus, you want to believe.  You see all these people crying and screaming, and then Jesus says something outrageous.  He says she’s not dead.  What?  Are you kidding?  The people stop crying and they start doing what?  Yes, laughing.  Mark 5:40a, “And they laughed him to scorn.”

The Proud Persecute the Humble
When God gives you a word of hope from His Word about an impossible situation, you can expect opposition.  People may even mock you.  Have you ever heard people tell you to “get real” or “get your head out of the clouds”?  If you are a person of faith, that faith is going to make some people uncomfortable.  “Why are you waiting on God for that?  It’s so obvious He’s not going to do anything!”  Are you ready for opposition?

Humble Faith Gets an Answer
Now here is a man who’s got faith that acts by going to Jesus, bowing before Jesus.  Are you going to the throne of grace?  This man not only acts, but he asks.  He asks with a broken heart; he asks urgently; he asks specifically, and he asks without wavering—confidently.

And this man gets an answer!  He overcomes the waiting for this woman—meanwhile his daughter dies!  He overcomes when his friends and family mock his faith in Jesus. 
And so what happens when come to Jesus in faith, actively, asking, and persevering no matter what?  Jesus answers!   

Matthew 9:25-26, “But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26 And the report of this went through all that district.”

AW Tozer said, “Now, as always, God discloses Himself to "babes" and hides Himself in thick darkness from the wise and the prudent. We must simplify our approach to Him. We must strip down to essentials (and they will be found to be blessedly few). We must put away all effort to impress, and come with the guileless candor of childhood. If we do this, without doubt God will quickly respond.”

II. Saving faith is active (Matt. 9:20-22).
JI Packer said, quoting the Reformers: “Though we were justified by faith alone, the faith that justifies is never alone.”  It is an active, living faith. 
Matthew 9:20-22, “And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, 21 for she said to herself, “If I only touch his garment, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well.”

Woman Hemorrhaging for 12 Years

Now we meet a woman who had a hemorrhage for 12 years.  Notice this second story.  Remember Jairus runs up to Jesus and bows before Him and begs him to come and heal his daughter.  And while Jesus is on His way to Jairus’s house a very special woman approaches Jesus from behind.  
Look back at verse 20, “And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,”  What is meant by this disease is not completely known.  It is thought that it was some kind of internal bleeding that perhaps was of the female sort.  This is not uncommon today.

This went on for 12 years!  How many times she must have prayed with seemingly no answer.  Of course she had no idea that her prayers would be answered by the Messiah Himself.
Only Got Worse

Notice in Mark 5:26, this is a woman… “had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse.”

Her Faith was Active

This woman did something.  Verse 20, “And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,”  She did something.  She thought if there was a possibility of getting rid of this disease through Jesus, she would go for it.  It amazes me how so many people can be so indifferent about their own soul.  If you are here today as a believer, it is because you  saw the state of your soul.  You saw you could not help yourself.  You ran to Jesus, if only to touch the hem of His garment!

Spurgeon Quote
Perhaps there is someone here today and you say, “I am a lost soul. But if a lost soul can be saved, I will be saved. I am guilty. But if guilt can be washed away, mine shall be washed away. I have a hard heart and I know it. But if a heart of stone can be turned into a heart of flesh, I long to have it so and I will never rest until this gracious work is worked in me” (Spurgeon quote).

Seek Me with All Your Heart

God said to Jeremiah: “And you shall seek me, and find me, when you shall search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).   Do you just want God to remove the pain, or do you want God Himself?  
Touching the Hem of His Garment

Here we might even say there is a longing, since this is not verbal.  Verse 21, “21 for she said to herself, “If I only touch his garment, I will be made well.”  And so with a longing in her heart, and a reaching unto Jesus, she touches His garment.  I love this because she didn’t even need to ask verbally.  The Lord knew her heart because we read, “Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well.” (verse 22).  It is not the eloquent language that gets the answer!  It’s the heart of faith.  Sometimes it is just the “groan” of faith (cf. Rom. 8:26).  When we call on God in confidence, though our faith be weak, we will see God answer.  We may say, “Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief” (Mark 9:24).   God responds to this.  But you might say, I could never have this kind of faith!

Elephant Illustration – Untapped Power
Have you ever been to the circus?  There is a really amazing sight I love at the circus.  Not the lions or the acrobats, but the elephants. Have you ever noticed that the elephants are tied to a little tiny peg in the ground?  Ever since he was a little baby elephant that peg has held him in the ground, and he just doesn’t try any more.  That elephant if he wanted to could rip the whole circus tent apart! 
You may be here today, and you are afraid to trust God.  You tried once and it didn’t work out.  God wants to come to Him in full faith, but you have to be willing to come to God in total surrender.  
Daughter – Christ’s Compassion

Mark 5:34, “And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith has made you whole; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

· “Daughter” – this is the only time in the Bible Jesus calls anyone “Daughter”.  

· He says, “Your faith has made you whole” or literally, “Your faith has saved you”.  It is a play on words in the Greek. Jesus is saying, not only are you physically healed of your disease, you are spiritually healed!

Perhaps you are spiritually desperate today.  William Cowper wrote a hymn of desperation many years ago.  He struggled with constant depression but found hope and light with Jesus!

He said: “I have tried, and tried in vain,

Many ways to ease my pain;

Now all other hope is past,

Only this is left at last:

Here before thy cross I lie;

Here I live or here I die.”
 

III. Saving faith is urgent (Matt. 9:27-31).
Matthew 9:27, “And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 
The Condition of the Men was Urgent

It was not uncommon for blind people to associate with others who were blind, and it is possible that these two blind men had been companions in darkness for many years.
Blindness was common in ancient times, as it still is in most underdeveloped parts of the world. The fact that Jesus healed more cases of blindness than any other kind of disease reflects its pervasiveness. Unsanitary conditions, infectious organisms, blowing sand, accident war, malnutrition, and excessive heat all combined to make blindness a constant danger. Many infants were born blind because of various diseases suffered by the mother during pregnancy, and many others became blind a few days after birth by being exposed to venereal disease, especially gonorrhea, as they passed through the birth canal.
The Cry of the Men

As they followed after Jesus, these men were continually crying out to the Lord, hoping somehow to gain His attention amidst the noise and confusion that usually accompanies a large group of people. Because they could not see Jesus, they could only guess as to how dose to Him they might be. Krazō (from which comes crying out), basically carries the idea of shouting or screaming with great intensity.

The two blind men were crying out to Jesus in great anxiety and desperation and were determined to be heard over the hubbub of the crowd, knowing He was their only hope of deliverance from their afflictions.

They Knew Who Christ Was

They had the right knowledge about Jesus. The fact that the blind men addressed Jesus as Son of David indicates they acknowledged Him as the Messiah, because Son of David was one of the most common Jewish titles for the promised Deliverer. It was a royal title, denoting His lineage from the family of the great King David and His right to reestablish and rule over the coming kingdom of God.

Through the prophet Nathan, the Lord told David (2 Sam. 7:12–14a, 16), “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; … And your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:12–14a, 16).

Their Bold Proclamation

Every Jew who heard the blind men call Jesus the Son of David recognized it as a dear confession of their belief in His messiahship Publicly and boldly they grinned Jesus as the promised Deliverer of Israel, and they came to Him seeking their own deliverance.

A Cry for Mercy

They pleaded, have mercy on us, by which they may have acknowledged their need not simply for physical help but for forgiving mercy. Although one cannot be dogmatic in assuming so, it seems reasonable to suggest that they felt a spiritual need that only Jesus could meet, and they came to him in hungering humility, openly throwing themselves on His grace. They knew they were undeserving of the Lord’s help, but they ago must have known that “the Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness,” that He “is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works” (Ps. 145:8–9).

Go to Jesus – He is the Most Merciful Person in the Universe

John MacArthur writes in his book Kingdom Living Here and Now about Jesus’ amazing mercy:

“He was the most merciful human being who ever lived. He reached out to the sick and healed them. He reached out to the crippled and gave them legs to walk. He healed the eyes of the blind, the ears of the deaf, and the mouths of the dumb. He found prostitutes and tax collectors and those that were debauched and drunken, and He drew them into the circle of His love and redeemed them and set them on their feet.

He took the lonely and made them feel loved. He took little children and gathered them into His arms and loved them. Never was there a person on the face of the earth with the mercy of this One. Once a funeral procession came by and He saw a mother weeping because her son was dead. She was already a widow, and now she had no child to care for her. Who would care? Jesus stopped the funeral procession, put His hand on the casket, and raised the child from the dead. He cared.

Old Testament References to God’s Kindness

Jeremiah declared, “The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22–23). The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus was “made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest” (Heb. 2:17). Paul reminds us of “the surpassing riches of [God’s] grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:7) and that “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy” (Titus 3:5). Ours is a God of mercy, for healing and for saving. We cannot save ourselves, but we can urgently plead for God’s mercy. 
Romans 8:32, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
They Were Persistent

Matthew 9:28-29, “When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 
It was not until after He had come into the house that the blind men came up to Him. They somehow managed to keep up with Him and then followed Him into the house where He was staying. Each of the healings recounted in chapter 9 involved such persistence. 

A Public Confession Before God
Now He asks the two blind men pointedly, Do you believe that I am able to do this? The question seems strange and almost cruel in light of the obvious determination of these men, who, in spite of their great handicap, had managed to follow Jesus for a considerable distance while contending with a great multitude of sighted people who also wanted to be with Him. 
The men had already acknowledged Jesus’ messiahship by continually addressing Him as Son of David; and because Jesus knew their hearts, He was already aware that their faith in Him was genuine. His asking them about their faith must therefore have been for the purpose of drawing out a more complete public confession. “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord,” Paul wrote, “and believe in your heart that God rinsed Him from the dead, you shall be saved” (Rom. 10:9).

Coming to Christ as LORD

Faith is always involved in salvation, and Jesus prompted the two blind men to openly confess their trust in Him surely for the sake of the their spiritual, not their physical, restoration. They came to Jesus acknowledging Him as God’s Messiah, the Son of David; and they came to Him asking for mercy, beyond simply healing Although the term Lord was sometimes used merely as a title of respect, much as our “Sir,” the context here convinces one that the two blind men looked to Jesus as their divine Lord, not simply as a man of great dignity. By leading them to confess Him as Lord, Jesus brought them to conversion.

Matthew 9:30-31, “And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” 31 But they went away and spread his fame through all that district.”

IV. Saving faith is surprising (Matt. 9:32-34).
Matthew 9:32, “As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to him.”
The Context

The dumb man may have been a friend of the two blind men, who perhaps had acted as their eyes while they acid as his voice. In that case, the first thing they did after being healed and saved themselves was to bring their friend to Jesus for healing and salvation.

Kōphos (dumb) often included the idea of deafness (see Matt. 11:5), because inability to speak is frequently caused by inability to hear. As with blindness, deafness was common in the ancient world. Accidents and disease caused loss of hearing and foreign matter could collect in the ear wax and become a breeding ground for infectious organisms that eventually destroyed hearing. In this man’s case, however, dumbness was caused by being demon-possessed, and when he was delivered from the demon he was delivered from deafness.
The Surprise

Matthew 9:33, “And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” 
Can you imagine the shock of being oppressed and possessed by a demon and then immediately having perfect peace.

John Flavel Quote

Some of us can remember the surprise of redemption.  We did nothing to obtain it.  John Flavel said it this way:

“How dangerous it is to join anything of our own to the righteousness of Christ, in pursuit of justification before God! Jesus Christ will never endure this; it reflects upon His work dishonorably. He will be all, or none, in our justification. If He has finished the work, what need is there of our additions? And if not, to what purpose are they? Can we finish that which Christ Himself could not complete? Did He finish the work, and will He ever divide the glory and praise of it with us? No, no; Christ is no half-Savior.  It is a hard thing to bring proud hearts to rest upon Christ for righteousness. God humbles the proud by calling sinners wholly from their own righteousness to Christ for their justification.”
The Change

We are not told how the demon was cast out. Whether Jesus touched the man, as He had the two blind men; verbally commanded the demon to leave, as He had done with the demons who possessed the Gadarene men (8:32); or used some other means, the demon immediately left, and the dumb man spoke.

The Surprise

Matthew 9:33-34, “And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.”  
It is amazing that anyone of us is saved.  The Pharisees were so offended that one of such vileness would come into the Kingdom, that they began to blaspheme Jesus.

Long ago, George Lansing Taylor wrote,

O Saviour, we are blind and dumb,

To Thee for sight and speech we come;

Touch Thou our eyes with truth’s bright rays,

Teach Thou our lips to sing Thy praise.

Help us to feel our mournful night,

And seek, through all things, for Thy light,

Till the glad sentence we receive,

“Be it to you as you believe.”

Then swift the dumb to Thee we’ll bring,

Till all Thy grace shall see, and sing.

Conclusion
Come to Jesus!   Revelation 22:17, “The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.”

Isaiah 45:22, “Turn  unto to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”

Matthew 11:28–30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
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