Salvation Belongs to Our God
Matthew 9:1-17
___________________________________________

King of Kings! (Gospel of Matthew Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, March 2, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.”
- Hudson Taylor, Missionary to China
Announcements:

1. Men’s Prayer Breakfast signup: March 15 – Marcel Reid is teaching. 7:30-9:30am. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on coming.
2. Dennis Mitchell has received a promotion at his job, and he will be stepping away from his duties as elder indefinitely.  We are so thankful for the amazing sacrifice he and Nancy have given to each of us.  We are grateful, and we give all the glory to our great God!!  Thank you Dennis and Nancy!!
3. Vote on Property: Two weeks ago we received a cash offer of $300,000 for our 7020 Barrington Road property.  This is only the church facility, not the parsonage. We are planning on having a congregational vote via paper ballot today after the morning service.  
4. Biblical Counseling Certification Preparation class: For 12 weeks, each Sunday at 4pm, we will have class that walks you through the certification process including the reading as well as the exams (Theological, Counseling).  Begins today, March 2.  Classes are completely free. All are welcome who desire to be certified.  It is recommended that you bring a laptop or a tablet. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested.
5. New Members Class: on Saturday, March 22nd from 9am to Noon, we will have a new member’s class.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested.
6. New Serving Schedule: The new quarterly serving schedule begins today. If you have a serving role, be sure to pick up a copy at the Welcome Desk or check it on the church website.
7. Youth Night Tonight: The junior/senior youth group will meet tonight at 5pm. If you are part of this group, please join us! See Justin or Amber Rowe for details.
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 9:1-17. We are continuing in a series through the Sermon on the Mount entitled: “King of kings.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Salvation Belongs to Our God.” 
Playing Games
How many people like to play basketball?  Did you know there’s a difference between enjoying a game and actually knowing how to play it skillfully?  If you go anywhere in the world, people like to play games, whether its soccer or checkers or dominoes.  Lots of people like watching the Olympic Games lately.  People love to play games.  Those of us with children love to watch our children play games.

A.W. Tozer was a pastor in Chicago during the 1950s and 60s.  Here’s something Tozer said, “Most people indeed play at religion as they play at other games.”  Religion itself being the most universally played game.  I hope that’s not true among us.  Yet I believe there is phariseeism in all of us that we need to confront so that we can be more like Jesus.  

We want Living Hope not to be a place to play games, but a place of shelter and security and acceptance for sinners.  You need to know that we are a church made up of broken, hurting people on the road to restoration in Jesus Christ.  If we don’t think we fit that description then we are nothing more than people comparing masks with one another.  It’s all a show.  “Well my mask is better than your mask”.  No, we are all hurting people.  Let’s admit it. Let’s come clean today.
Today we are going to recognize that salvation belongs to the Lord, and that there are certain evidences on those whom Jesus saves.  We see a stark contrast between the rituals of the Pharisees and the reality broken sinners being saved in Matthew 9.
Matthew 9 is where all change begins.  Lasting, meaningful change in your life cannot take place without you having a new heart. You need to be sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

Outline

Today we are going to learn that Jesus came to seek and to save lost sinners.  We see it in a healing, a calling, and a story.  Those whom Jesus saves are:
1. Forgiven by Jesus (9:1-8) – Justification 
2. Transformed by Jesus (9:9-13) – Regeneration 
3. Connected to Jesus (9:14-17) – Union with Christ, greater than the Jewish rituals
I. We are Forgiven by Jesus (Matt. 9:1-8)
Matthew 9:1-8, “And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves,“This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.”

Jesus’ Own City: Capernaum

Matthew 9:1, “And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.”  Jesus’ city is the city of Capernaum. Mark 2:1 records that Capernaum was Jesus’ main residence at the time: “when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.” Capernaum was a podunk town.  This is the hometown of the four fisherman: Andrew, Peter, James, and John.  Jesus was specifically staying with Peter and Andrew as we are going to see.  

Two Groups of People

What we are going to see are two groups of people around Jesus in Capernaum: the Scribes, who were a special group of Pharisees who “wrote the commentaries” of their day, and the sinners who are coming to Jesus.

The Pharisees would never have chosen Capernaum as a base for ministry.  They weren’t the right kind of people—there were Gentiles and outcasts in Capernaum.  Yet Jesus’ ministry base was Peter and Andrew’s home right in the poor section of Capernaum.
Imagine Peter’s House

Traditionally, our story is said to have taken place at the home of Peter and Andrew.  Remember he had healed Peter’s mother in law and then she got up and made them a meal.  This was Jesus’ home according to Mark 2.  
Jesus is actually at Peter and Andrew’s house.  We would probably call it a shack in our day. The Palestinian peasant home of that day would be a very small square building, maybe one or two rooms where all the living, eating, and sleeping took place.  Poorer families who couldn't afford the use of an outside barn or cave also shared their homes with their animals.  Obviously there was no plumbing or electricity of any kind.  It would have had a thatched roof, constructed of reeds and rushes braided together laid over wooden beams and covered with mud and maybe some tiles.  But it was definitely not water resistant or airtight.  There were a lot of people in this house.  Peter’s wife and mother-in-law were staying there, his brother Andrew was there, and Jesus was also staying there.  

Consider the Crowds

Verse 8 tells us there were great “crowds” surrounding Jesus.  Just imagine the massive crowd of sinners and Pharisees surrounding Peter’s home.  And inside Peter’s home was Jesus teaching and preaching the Word to multitudes.  Mark captures the scene well:

Mark 2:2b-4, “And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.”

Even Christ Himself—God Almighty in human flesh used the very text of Scripture as the basis of all He had to say.  Who wouldn’t line up to hear Jesus teach the Bible?  No wonder the house was full—God was giving a sermon!
You can just imagine the place is packed.  Pharisees are probably sitting in the windows.  Sinners are seated on the floor.  Masses of people are gathered around Peter’s shanty of a house – likely hundreds and hundreds of people.  Capernaum had a population of 1500.  They were likely most of them there as well as surrounding towns. 

The Attitude of the Scribes and Pharisees

Matthew 9:2-3, “And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves,“This man is blaspheming.”

Who are these people? Why aren’t they doing something for God?  Don’t they have anything better to do than be critical?  Well, let me tell you a bit about the Pharisees.  
Who were the Scribes?

The Scribes were Pharisees too.  You will see the Scribes referred to in the New Testament.  They are not a separate religious group. Scribes were a certain type of Pharisee.  They were kind of the seminary professors of the day.  They were professional scholars.  

Who were the Pharisees?  
Pharisees were the major religious group of Jesus’ day.  There were about six thousand (6000) of them in Jesus’ time.  The word for Pharisees literally means “separated ones”.  The Pharisees were committed to a strict adherence to the ceremonial law, like “make sure you wash your hands in this way”, “make sure the priests have this color fringes on their garments”, and “make sure you don’t do these things to break the Sabbath”.  The ceremonial law was the passion of the Pharisees.  
The Pharisees invented the Oral Law
So committed were the Pharisees to not breaking the written ceremonial law, that they established something called the “oral law”.  These are additional rules that are not from the Bible, but they had added them in an attempt to make sure they did not break the written ceremonial law.  For instance God says to “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy”, and the Pharisees wrote 600 additional rules governing what is and what is not breaking the Sabbath day.  The Pharisees were very focused on this self-invented, outward-focused, legalistic oral law.
The Pharisees were brilliant and sincere
You make a mistake if you think the Pharisees were moronic “keystone cops”.  They were not insincere.  They were brilliant minds—some of the most intelligent people of Jesus’ day.  They were totally committed and zealous to God’s Word.  They were uncompromising. For instance the Scribes who would have written copies of the Scriptures were so zealous about keeping the fourth commandment, prohibiting taking God’s name in vain, that they would take a bath every time they wrote His Name in copying the Scriptures, and they would use a unique pen for each time they wrote it.  

They Could Not See Themselves Clearly

They were the committed ones, the defenders of the truth, the separated ones.  They refused to compromise.  Yet they could not see themselves clearly.  So there, now we know who the Pharisees are.  
Application

The issue is not can we locate and define the Pharisees in Jesus’ day.  The issue is: can we locate them in our day?  No, that’s not it either.  The issue is this: are we humble enough to search our own hearts for the kind of heartless Christianity the Pharisees practiced? 

GRACE VS. LAW, Romans 3:9–26
The key issue is brought forth as you look at the two groups of people.  Is a person saved by being good enough – by keeping the law, or by grace. 

No One Is Righteous

There is no difference as far as standing with God between the religious person and the pagan.  Look at Romans 3:10-20, “What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

                  “None is righteous, no, not one; 

            11       no one understands; 

      no one seeks for God. 

            12       All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 

      no one does good, 

      not even one.” 

            13       “Their throat is an open grave; 

      they use their tongues to deceive.” 

                  “The venom of asps is under their lips.” 

            14       “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

            15       “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

            16       in their paths are ruin and misery, 

            17       and the way of peace they have not known.” 

            18       “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” 

Where Does Righteousness Come from?
Romans 3:21-26, “But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

So what we see here is the central issue of the Gospel.  These two groups of people in Matthew 9 are just like us – the sinners who need grace, and the law keepers who work their way to heaven.

Matthew 9:2, “And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 
Since this man could not walk, his friends carried him on a cot to Jesus.  According to Mark 2, there were “four friends.” 

Thank God for the friends that bring us to Jesus.  They could see clearly that Jesus was the only one that could heal their friend.  But they could not get in.  The front door was blocked.  People were sitting in the windows.  Yet, so confident that Jesus was the only one that could help them, they decided to find a way to get to Jesus.
Through the ROOF

Mark 2:4a says “And when they could not come near unto him for the crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was…” This man’s friends were radical.  The door was blocked and all the windows filled with people.  It didn’t stop them.  They said, “We going up to the roof!”  
Sometimes we are not like the sick man’s friends.  Life gets a little busy and a little rough and we make excuses not to come to the prayer meeting or the evening service.  That’s not what this man’s friends did at all.  
They somehow removed the thatching and the mud, and maybe some tiles, and they made an opening.  They have no power tools—nothing but their bare hands.  You can imagine the people inside were not happy about this.  Imagine a clump of dirt just hit your head.  The room would have been dark with all the people there, and then all of the sudden a flood of light and dust and falling clumps of tile and dirt.  I think there was some serious yelling going on at the guys on the roof.
I think Peter probably had something to say about it all since it was his house!  And it says in Mark 2:4, “when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.”  There may have pandemonium, but when Jesus saw it, he was impressed with something.  It wasn’t their love—it wasn’t their ingenuity—it wasn’t their persistence.  
The Real Problem: Not Sickness, but Sin!  
Look back at Matthew 9:2b, “…when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” Jesus was impressed with their FAITH.  They could SEE spiritually.  They got it.  Jesus is the most important person in the universe, and we need to do whatever it takes to get to Him!  
The paralyzed man’s main problem was not his sickness but his sin!  And that’s what is so striking about all of this. He makes all this trouble to come to Jesus, and Jesus does not heal him at first, but simply says, “Your sins are forgiven” (verse 2a).  Do we have faith in a forgiving Savior?

But the Scribes are blind to people.  They don’t care about this man. Matthew 9:3, “And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves,“This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk.”

Notice, there’s hardly a place to sit in this tiny one room shack, but the Scribes are sitting down—they are not helping—they don’t see that there are real human beings here that are hurting and need help.  No, they are sitting down, not serving, not helping, but just there as judge and jury criticizing and reasoning.  Now they were right to believe that only God can forgive sins.  
What? No Healing!

The guy is lowered down; everyone is waiting to see this man healed.  Perhaps there was a moment of anticipation, and then the words come out of Jesus mouth that really disappointed the Scribes, “Your sins are forgiven” (verse 5).  What?!  No healing!  

Do you see what Jesus is doing?  He’s claiming to be God.  The Scribes hate this.  And as God, forgiving someone’s sins is just as easy as healing someone, and Jesus can do both (Mat. 9:6-8).  Which is easier, to forgive sins or to heal?  The answer—neither—they are both easier for the Omnipotent God at Whom they were all looking at.  But the Scribes were blind to it!  
Matthew 9:6-8, “6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.”

Unexpected, Surprising Words

When Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven…” without healing the man, he is pointing to the fact that it is more important to be right with God in your soul than to be perfectly healthy in your body. 

The people came for a healing – they didn’t expect these words from Jesus.

The Hardest Thing: to Forgive Sins

Moses and the prophets healed, but they never forgave anyone their sins.  Divine healings seem impossible, but the prophets all were used of God to heal people.  It’s impossible for a mere man to forgive sins.  Jesus proves that He is no mere man.  These words coming from a mere man would be blasphemy.  But Jesus can rightly claim this authority.  He is the Christ, the Son of God.

Have You Been Forgiven?

Often we are hurting and in need of healing. But can I ask you, have you been forgiven of your sins?  I don’t mean a sin here or there.  But have you been forgiven of all your sins?  Can you say with the Psalmist in Psalm 103:12, “as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” 

II. We are Transformed by Jesus (Matt. 9:9-13)
Matthew 9:9, “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”
Again, we see two groups of people in this story: sinners and righteous (religions) people.  We have the inwardly broken and backward, vs the  externally brilliant and becoming.  If we saw the Pharisees, we would want them to be our elders and deacons.  They had it together.  But they  were not permitted into Christ’s kingdom.  Only those who know themselves to be sinners are allowed.
Pharisees Don’t Need Jesus

Pharisees think they’re righteous.  Followers know they are sinful. Pharisees are unteachable and unmoldable. The Pharisees criticized Jesus for healing the paralyzed man because they were blind to Who Jesus was.   Now they are going to criticize Jesus because they are so spiritual.  They think they have it all together.  

Pharisees are zealous and sincere.  They truly think they have the truth, and truly they have a portion of it.  They may even understand it, but they misapply it.  They compare everyone by themselves because they think they have arrived regarding their particular understanding on an issue.  And it might be the right understanding.  But Pharisees go astray by thinking they are the standard of spirituality.  

Enter Matthew

Matthew 9:9-13, “9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”
So Jesus leaves Peter’s house in Capernaum, and makes his way into town.  Meanwhile, in town, a tax collector who has probably met Jesus before and heard him teach, sees a great mob coming toward him.  Every one would have known Matthew.  He would have stood out.  
1. Every one had to go to him to pay taxes.

2. He was better dressed than any one.

What is a Tax collector?  
Tax collectors were despised above all people, because they would have had to purchase the right to collect taxes from their fellow Jews for he enemy Roman Empire.  If the tax was 20% and they could collect 30%, they kept the remainder.  So he’s like the scum of the earth.  
Introducing…Matthew’s Posse.  
Matthew would have had a posse with him—sinners of all sorts.  Thugs who would do Matthew’s bidding if people didn’t pay up.  Prostitutes were also well known to be around this crowd.  You can imagine Matthew as a man who was filthy rich, with bad breath, bad habits, bad friends, and a very bad, bad reputation.  He extorted people every day for a living.  He was legally a thief.  He was excommunicated by the synagogue, rejected by his family, and despised by his country.  But there was one place of shelter that Matthew could go.  There was one person on earth that loved Matthew.  It was Jesus.  Matthew probably would never have looked for Jesus. He would have been too ashamed.  So Jesus went looking for him.
A Farewell Party at Matthew’s House
So Matthew follows Jesus.  He invites the Lord to his house, and it ends up being like a farewell party for Matthew.  All of Matthew’s friends are there.  The whole posse.
At Matthew’s house in Capernaum, there are all the notorious people of the day. So all the rejects of society are gathered at Matthew’s house.  And Jesus took them in.  The bottom line is there were a lot of sinners in the house, and the Pharisees couldn’t handle it.  So these proud Pharisees saw Jesus with the sinners.  
Matthew 9:9-11, “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
You see these proud Pharisees were not helping these needy, hurting people.  But NO, they were too busy complaining.  So listen to Jesus in Matthew 9:12-13, “ But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”
When do you go to the doctor?  When you are well? When you are sleeping perfectly? No. When ?  When you are sick.  Our Lord makes a simple yet profound point.  Matthew 9:13, “For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

None Righteous

The Bible says “There is none righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:10). Jesus says “I can’t help people who don’t think they need me”.  He can only help people who know that they’re sinful.  You can’t have what Jesus offers until you know you need it.  Is that true or false?  True.  Not only is that true at conversion; it’s true at every point of spiritual growth.  

Brokenness In and After Conversion

We can be broken at conversion, but there’s a need for brokenness after conversion.  We need to be in Jesus’ mighty presence every hour.  How is it that we can get on the other side of the cross and think of ourselves as more righteous than others?  How can we think that our issues are the standard of spirituality?  But listen, saints, we’ve got to constantly combat an inflated, elevated view of ourselves!   The heart of phariseeism is we think of ourselves as the standard.  

The Closer You Get to God the More Unspiritual You Feel

Let’s destroy a myth this morning: The closer I get to God the more spiritual I feel.  You may think, if I can just get close to God, I’ll have it all together.  I’ll feel so clean, and so spiritual, and so pure.  You may even be comparing yourself with others, and saying, when I get close to God, I’ll feel as pure and holy as so and so.  Well, that’s all a myth. As you get closer to God, you don’t feel more spiritual.  

Here’s the truth: the closer you get to God the more unspiritual and sinful you feel—the more aware you are of your own sinfulness.  You see the essence of phariseeism is that I begin to think of myself as spiritual, as the guide and the shepherd of everyone.  A Pharisee thinks they are always right, and they set themselves up as judge and jury of all people.  They are the standard.  
Overwhelmed by God’s Righteousness

The closer we get to God, the more aware we are of our own sinfulness.  Someone said it this way:
“You can’t read the writings of Einstein and not feel a little stupid.  And you can’t stand at the base of a great mountain and not feel small.  And you can’t kneel at the feet of the Savior, the pure, holy, righteous one and not be overcome by a sense of your own sinfulness.”  

A Follower of Christ: Completely Unworthy

A follower of Christ is just the opposite.  They think: why am I of all people here?  Who am I but a child?  How is it that God has saved “such a worm as I”?  Perhaps you’ve always thought that when you get to God you feel spiritual.
Where Can I Get Some Transformation?

Transformation comes through faith in Christ.  It is not Bible knowledge.  It is believing that God is a gracious God, and that He has shown favor for you by substituting His Son for you on the Cross.  The Spirit of God transforms you, just like He did Matthew.

Ezekiel 36:26–27, “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my judgments.”

Transformation, Not Perfection

Transformation does not mean you are perfect, or fully mature.  You are a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), but you are not yet perfect.  You are changing progressively into the image of Christ

Our vision at Living Hope is that this would be a place—not to put on another mask and compare your mask with someone else’s mask of false expectations.  We want Living Hope to be a place where you come and take the mask off.  It’s a place where you can come and say, “I’m really hurting today”.  I’m a Christian, and I’m struggling with an addiction.”  I’m confused about life.  Life hurts!  Can you help me?  Can you help?  Is there mercy for me?  Yes there is mercy for you.  Be in awe of the  holiness of Christ and marvel at the fact that you are the apple of his eye.  You with all your struggles and warts and all.  He wants you.  He loves you.

III. We are Connected to Jesus (Matt. 9:14-17)
Connected like Marriage

Matthew 9:14, “Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”

What’s the answer?  Well Jesus  could have told them that God doesn’t require fasting.  Fasting was not required except for once a year on the Day of Atonement, but Pharisees were fasting once a week. Then it went to twice a week—on Mondays and Thursdays.  
So Jesus basically says—for my followers, it’s not about the ritual, but about their walk with me.  The only reason for fasting is because you are sad that I’m not fully in the place I’m supposed to be in your life!  Rituals are great if they lead you to a deeper walk with Jesus.  But it’s not about the rituals!  It’s about each day getting something new and fresh from Jesus.
Not Ritual but Relationship

Matthew 9:14-15, “Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.”

When we are connected to Jesus, it’s like being on a honeymoon.  You don’t fast.  Can you imagine Jill and I on our honeymoon and we go out to dinner.  And she says, “what are you going to order, Filet Mignon?” And I say, “Nothing honey, I’m fasting!”

Walking with Jesus is something to celebrate.  Jesus the Messiah was with them in human flesh!  

Are You Connected?

Are you connected to Jesus where your joy in Him overwhelms you instead of the sorrows of life?

Connected like Wineskins or Clothing

Matthew 9:16-17, “No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
If you put the new stuff into the old dry wineskin, the wineskin will explode.  You need something flexible!   We need to be flexible like new clothing, not brittle old rags.  We need to be flexible, like a new wineskin that can stretch!  

Worship in Spirit and Truth

What was Jesus’ point?  Rituals are not what we need.  Rituals are not the sum of our walk with God. We come to church we read the Bible, we pray, etc.  But we need NEW, FRESH moves of Christ in our life each day.  You’ve got to be flexible and growing and changing. These worshippers don’t need a Temple or rituals and sacrifices.  They worship the Father “in Spirit and Truth.”
Introducing the True Kingdom

Jesus was introducing the reality of the true kingdom.  You don’t need a temple. You don’t need priests.  God is the Temple.  Everyone of His people are priests.  These Pharisees and Scribes wouldn’t accept it, so Jesus calls new people. 
Conclusion

(Illus. Alfred Nobel):  Sometimes we are so discouraged because we don’t know how to change.  You may be frightened about what God is going to say about your life.  Perhaps, you are like a Matthew sitting in the custom booth, wealthy and wise on the outside, but desperate and broken on the inside.

Perhaps you’ve heard about the Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel.  Alfred Nobel woke up one morning in the late 1800s, and he picked up a newspaper and turned to the obituary section.  To his great shock and dismay, there was an obituary of his own life as the lead article on the obituary page.  This is a true story.  He read, “Alfred Nobel died yesterday…” but of course Alfred Nobel was very much alive. The paper had a mistake.  A relative had died, and they got the wrong information and thought it was him.  
Well, the obituary said that Alfred Nobel was the inventor of dynamite.  It had been used to kill more people in war than had ever been experienced before.  And the obituary went on to say, “Alfred Nobel is singularly responsible for the death of more people than any other living human being”.  By the invention of dynamite he had become extremely wealthy.  
He read that about his own life, and Alfred Nobel was broken hearted.  He took the newspaper’s mistake to be an opportunity from God to take a different path.  He said that he didn’t want to be known for creating greater effectiveness in war and killing people.  And so he established something called “The Nobel Peace Prize” for writers and scientists who make advancements in the establishment of peace.  
What’s the point?  Maybe you are a sinner like Matthew and you don’t know how to change.  You need to lift up your eyes to Jesus and follow Him.  Are you blind and boastful, or are you broken? 

Are you a Christ-follower, fully forgiven? Or are you trying to save yourself?  Salvation is of the Lord! 

