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“The fundamental basis of all Christian missionary enterprise is the universal authority of Jesus Christ, “in heaven and on earth.” If the authority of Jesus were circumscribed on earth, if He were but one of many religious teachers, one of many Jewish prophets, one of many divine incarnations, we would have no mandate to present Him to the nations as the Lord and Savior of the world. If the authority of Jesus were limited in heaven, if He has not decisively overthrown the principalities and powers, we might still proclaim Him to the nations, but we would never be able to “turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18). Only because all authority on earth belongs to Christ dare we go to all nations. And only because all authority in heaven as well is His have we any hope of success.” 

- John Stott (pastor and theologian)
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 8:23-34. We are continuing in a series through the Sermon on the Mount entitled: “King of kings.” This morning we are looking a message entitled: “Jesus’ Authority.” 
Today we are going to learn that “Jesus possesses absolute authority in the world and warrants absolute allegiance from the world.”
 This chapter is all about the "cost of discipleship" as we looked at last week. Many came to Jesus for healing, but few were willing to follow Him as their Master and Lord. 
We take up the events again today, going from Capernaum where Peter lived, and crossing to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. You know what happens. An enormous storm whips up the waves and the wind. As the wind and the sea obey Jesus, we get a front row seat at the "paradigm of the danger and glory of discipleship.”

More than teaching us about discipleship, we learn today about the Master. Who is He? He is the Creator of the universe, and as such can control disease (as He healed every disease and sickness across the countryside), but this morning we learn that Christ controls danger, death, and demons. He has absolute authority over the natural and the supernatural.

He decisively controls the natural world.

He decisively overthows the supernatural world (of demons).
Reading of Holy Scripture

Matthew 8:23–34, "And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 

28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29 And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 31 And the demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32 And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region."
Outline

Today are going to see Christ in His glorious power and authority in two ways:
· Jesus controls the powers of nature (Matt. 8:23-27). 
· Jesus overthrows the powers of darkness (Matt. 8:28-34).
I. Jesus controls the powers of nature (Matt. 8:23-27).
Matthew 8:23–34, "And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 

The People Followed Jesus
Matthew 8:23, "And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.” This is specifically referring to the twelve disciples, but according to Mark there were other boats following Jesus as well (Mark 4:36). Christ could have chosen to go around the Sea of Tiberius (Galilee) on foot by land, but He chose to go by way of the Sea of Galilee, which is about 13 miles long and as much as 8 miles wide.

Several Fisherman Among Them

And why wouldn’t the disciples follow Him; after all, many of them were fisherman themselves. They made their livelihood living on the water.

An Occasion to Manifest His Deity

But Jesus wanted to use the occasion to manifest His divinity before them. This was one of those times like the transfiguration, where Jesus would openly exercise His omnipotence. 

Gadera, the Land of Gad

It was evening (Mat. 8:16), probably in the middle of the night by this time. He was on His was to the land of Gadera, named for the tribe of Gad. There was some demon possessed people Christ wanted to meet. 

The only reason anyone of us is saved, is because Jesus loved us. He called us. He sought after us. On the way over a storm meets Jesus, but Jesus’ power is greater than that of the storm.
A Great Storm

Matthew 8:24, “And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves...”  Matthew Henry said: “Christ could have prevented this storm, and have ordered them a pleasant passage, but that would not have been so much for His glory and the confirmation of their faith” in Him as Lord and God.

The Boat Swamped – Waves up to 20 Feet High
It was a surprise! Matthew says, “Behold! There arose a great storm!” Sudden storms are common on the Sea of Galilee because of the high hills and steep valleys that border it. A storm of great magnitude can erupt almost instantaneously in there with waves up to twenty (20) feet high!. Sudden This violent (literally, great) squall sends waves crashing over the bow of this ancient commercial fishing boat, filling and swamping it.
Seismos (“storm”) literally means a shaking and is the term from which we get seismic, seismograph, and related terms. The storm became so fierce that the boat was covered with the waves, and Mark explains that “the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up” (Mark 4:37).

Jesus Asleep in the Boat

Matthew 8:24, “And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.”
Christ was human. He experienced exhaustion and depletion just like you and I.  No doubt He is exhausted from the long day’s work of healing and teaching. Just before we see one of His most awesome demonstrations of deity, we see a touching picture of His humanness. The Lord is bone weary, and He sleeps so soundly.

Lord, Don’t You Care?

Matthew 8:25, “And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” “Save us!” Or in another place, “Master, carest Thou not that we perish?” (Mark 4:38).  They were terrified!  The fisherman call on the Carpenter to deliver them! 
The word “perish” is literally “to be destroyed.” They understood this was inevitable death! They knew the situation they were in. They panicked.  Panic is a normal human response to that kind of circumstance. They knew Jesus had power over demons. They knew He had power over disease. They knew that He had power over the natural world as well as the supernatural world. Could He save them in this circumstance? I don't think it entered their mind that He could stop the storm.
John Newton

I think of John Newton, the famous former slave ship captain who wrote “Amazing Grace.” It was said that he grew up in the faith and rejected it, becoming an atheist and a vile blasphemer. But Newton became converted in the storm! 

You remember the words to that great hymn Newton wrote after he was converted.: “Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see”?  Newton in his last years went blind, but he rejoiced that though his physical eyes were darkened, he saw Jesus through the faith of spiritual eyes.

When asked what he meant that he was blind but now he could see, he said this:

“Men by nature are stark blind with respect to [Gospel] light; by grace the eyes of the understanding are opened….Neither education, endeavors, nor arguments, can open the eyes of the blind. It is God alone, who at first caused light to shine out of darkness, who can shine into our hearts…”

—John Newton

Newton came to know Jesus in a great storm.  On May 10, 1748, Newton became terrified that he was going to die because of the tempest he was in.  He picked up the book by Thomas aKempis “The Imitation of Christ,” and read it through the night.  He called it his “day of great awakening.”

John Newton was changed.  He wasn’t perfect, but  he would never be the same.  In fact he famously said:

I am not what I ought to be. I am not what I wish to be. I am not what I hope to be. Yet I can truly say, I am not what I once was. By the grace of God, I am what I am.

Peace Be Still!

I love what Mark says about what Jesus did in Mark 4:39a, “And he awoke and rebuked the wind and… sea.”
We can imagine that the storm was raging! The twelve disciples were near death.  They were at that moment when they thought they’d never see their families again. The waves are pounding into the boat! The wind is blowing like a hurricane. The waves are up to twenty (20) feet high!  “Master, don’t you care?”  
He Rebuked the Wind and Waves

The Lord arises and with the same Word that brought the universe into existence Jesus says, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39). 
YHWH of the Old Testament

It is here that Jesus is demonstrates that He is YHWH of the Old Testament. 
Jesus is the LORD of hosts, He is YHWH of the angel armies. Psalm 89:8. “O LORD God of hosts…You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still them.” Psalm 107:29, “He [YHWH] made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed.”
Jesus is the LORD God of hosts! He rules the raging sea! He hushes the wind and the waves!

Ye of Little Faith

Matthew 8:26a, “And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” It is important to note, Jesus didn’t say “O ye of NO faith.” He said, “Ye  of little faith…”
Deilos (timid) has the basic meaning of being fearful or cowardly.
  “Don’t you believe in Me and in My power?” He asked, in effect. “Haven’t you seen enough of My power and experienced enough of My love to know you are perfectly safe with Me?

A Temporary Spiritual Blindness

“Haven’t you seen my power over disease and death and demons, that you cannot feel safe with me when you face disaster?”  They saw Him as Christ, but they needed a deeper, greater, more accurate view of Who He is.  They had a sort of temporary spiritual blindness.  They were not lost.  They trusted Christ.  Christ would later say after they confessed Him as Christ –“flesh and blood has not revealed this to you.”  Yet we still struggle with our faith.  We are like the man who said to Jesus: “Lord, I believe.  Help Thou my unbelief.”
The Sun is Shining and I am Blind

I heard about a blind man begging who was in a city one day on a street and as people passed by they saw a sign around the neck of the blind man, the sign read, “the sun is shining and I am blind.”   Do you see the sadness of that statement? The blind cannot see the sun, but the sun still shines upon them.  

One blind woman said this:

“Better to be blind and to see with your heart than to see with your eyes and to be spiritually blind”.  

Do You Know Him as God?

Can you see Jesus for who He really is?  Isn’t it amazing that we believe Jesus to be God theologically. We can recite it or scribble it down on paper.  But do you know Him as God? Do you walk with Him and entrust your life, your legacy, and your eternity to Him?

What Sort of Man is This?

Matthew 8:26b-27, “…Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 
Well the simple answer to that question is, “He is God because only God has such power over wind and waves.” The same Christ who stilled the Sea of Galilee is the Christ who keeps every atom and every star in its orbit. He keeps the universe in balance and provides for each plant and animal. One day He is coming to restore the world that sin defiled, to make completely new the heavens and the earth. Even now He is the God who gives eternal life to those who trust in Him. 
  He who allows the storm can calm the storm.
The Point of the Story

Now it’s at this point that many sermons on this text vault into extravagant promises about how Jesus will calm all the storms in your life. What storms are you facing in your life, in your marriage, your home, your work, with your health? Whatever it may be, Jesus will calm all of those storms. The only problem is that’s not the point of the story.
The point is, Jesus controls the powers of nature.  He is God.  He allows the storms in your life and He may calm them. But that’s not the point.  They feared Him because they realized they were looking at the God of the universe.  Do you know Him?  Do you fear Him?  
This is the Judge of your soul.  You will stand before Him one day.  “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2). 

II. Jesus overthrows the powers of darkness (Matt. 8:28-34).
Now Morning

After the miraculous stilling of the storm, Jesus and His disciples continued across the Sea of Galilee to the other side. By now it was daylight and the group of boats (see Mark 4:36) landed in the country of the Gadarenes.
Two Demon Possessed Men

Matthew 8:28, “And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.
Demon-possessed simply means to be demonized, to be under the control of a demonic spirit, without regard to the kind or degree of control. Although its accounts of demonized people reflect many different conditions and degrees of control, Scripture does not clearly distinguish between being possessed, obsessed, or oppressed by demons.

Demonization may be defined as a condition in which one or more demons gains control over a human being.
Raving Mad

We learn from the other gospel accounts that at least one of the men wore no clothes and that he had such great strength that no chain could keep him bound. He was often driven into the desert by the demons and spent much of his time ranting and raving, “crying out and gashing himself with stones” (Mark 5:4–5; Luke 8:27–29).
The Demons Speak, Trembling
Matthew 8:29, “And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?”
Mark reports that one of the men “ran up and bowed down before Him” (5:6). The term carries the idea of profound awe and respect. Demons hate and loathe everything about God, yet they are powerless to do anything but bow down before Him. They give an account to God.  Every knee will bow.  

The demons acknowledged that they knew there was a divinely appointed time, not yet come, when He would indeed judge them and punish them with eternal damnation. Their eschatology, like the rest of their theology, was factually correct. As James tells us, “the demons also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19). They shudder because their belief is that of recognition but not acceptance, and they fully realize the consequence of rejecting God. 

The demons knew they were not destined for judgment the Last Day,  and they therefore wondered why Christ now had dealings with them. It was much too early for their scheduled time of torment, and yet they sensed that Jesus was about to interrupt and destroy their present evil work. 

Casting Out the Demons

Matthew 8:30-31, “Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 31 And the demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.”

The request of the demons seems bizarre, and we are not told why they asked to be sent into the heard of swine. Perhaps they thought the Lord had changed His timetable for judgment and would otherwise immediately throw them into the great abyss. Even inhabiting pigs would be immeasurably better than that. Because swine were the most unclean of all unclean animals to the Jews, perhaps the demons thought Jesus would not care if the demons took control of them. Or, by inhabiting and then destroying the pigs, perhaps they could cause the pigs’ owners and others in the area to turn against Jesus.

Whatever the reason, the demons knew that they were no longer allowed to inhabit these men’s bodies and harass them.

The Destruction of the Pigs

Matthew 8:32, “And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters.”

Many people wonder why Jesus would allow so many animals, even unclean pigs, to be destroyed just to cater to the bizarre request of a bunch of demons. Whatever the reason, the souls of the two possessed men were of infinitely greater value than the two thousand animals, and Jesus did not hesitate to permit such a relatively small sacrifice to be made on the men’s behalf.
Matthew’s purpose in reporting this story was to demonstrate Jesus’ authority and power over Satan and his forces.

Clothed and Sitting in His Right Mind

The pigs’ mass suicide proved that Jesus had indeed cast the demons out of the men. Further evidence, which the herdsmen and the others discovered when they returned to the scene, was that one of the men-and presumably the other as well-was clothed and sat in his right mind at Jesus’ feet (Luke 8:35).
The Herdsmen’s Response

Matthew 8:33–34, “The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.”
The people of the city (probably Gerasa) did not even give Him the reluctant reverence shown by the demons. They did not seem the least interested in finding out who He was or why He had come to their area. They wanted nothing to do with Him, and entreated Him to depart from their region. They had at first simply come out “to see what it was that had happened,” but when “they came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had the ‘legion’; … they became frightened” (Mark 5:14–15). They were not angry or resentful but scared.

Unholy People in the Presence of a Holy God

When unholy men come face-to-face with the holy God, they are terrified. Again we are reminded that when Isaiah “saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted,” he exclaimed, “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:1, 5). After Peter witnessed Jesus’ miraculous provision of fish that nearly swamped two fishing boats, “he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord’ ” (Luke 5:8).

Jesus Triumphed Over the Powers of Demons

Listen, Jesus came to overthrow the powers of darkness. Colossians 2:15 – as the Cross, Jesus “disarmed the [demonic] rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”

Remember Jesus commission to Paul was to: “turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18).
A Different Response

In great contrast to the attitude of those people, one of the men who had been demon-possessed begged Jesus “that he might accompany Him” (Mark 5:18). He was so grateful to Jesus for deliverance and so drawn to Him in love and adoration that he could not bear to be separated from Him. But Jesus had other plans for the man, and “He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you’ ” (Mark 5:19). Jesus sent the man back to his own people – quite probably the very people who had asked Jesus to leave-to testify to them of the Lord’s love and mercy. 

Conclusion

Christ has power over disease, disaster, death, and even demons.  Paul said in Colossians 1:13–14, “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Let me close with a quote from John Stott:

“The fundamental basis of all Christian missionary enterprise is the universal authority of Jesus Christ, “in heaven and on earth.” If the authority of Jesus were circumscribed on earth, if He were but one of many religious teachers, one of many Jewish prophets, one of many divine incarnations, we would have no mandate to present Him to the nations as the Lord and Savior of the world. If the authority of Jesus were limited in heaven, if He has not decisively overthrown the principalities and powers, we might still proclaim Him to the nations, but we would never be able to “turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18). Only because all authority on earth belongs to Christ dare we go to all nations. And only because all authority in heaven as well is His have we any hope of success.” 

- John Stott (pastor and theologian)
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