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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Philippians 4:10-19.  We are continuing in a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about “The Stewardship of My Missions Giving”.

The Philippian church is a very special church to the Apostle Paul and to the entirety of Christianity.  It was the first church to be planted in Europe.  Remember Paul received the Macedonian call in a vision. Wow, I love it when the Holy Spirit opens doors for us!
Philippians 4:10–19 (ESV), “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
What we find in Philippians 4 is a thank you letter to the church at Philippi for the money that he received.  Do we get some of those kinds of letters at this church?

In this thank you letter, Paul says that giving to missions is not just for Paul’s monetary support and needs.  He ends up telling them that giving to the work of world missions is a way to accrue spiritual fruit to their account.  They can grow spiritually by giving sacrificially to missions.  Because let’s face it, do have a lot of extra money to give to missions?  On the surface we would say no.  But when God begins to move us to give, we also begin to get our priorities in line, and we are able by the grace of God to lay up treasure in heaven, instead of making the choice to lay up some more treasure on earth.  And this benefits you spiritually.  When we have our priorities in line with God’s heart, we will have plenty of money to give to missions.  
So tonight I want to see how giving to missions benefits the soul of the believer.  Giving to missions is one of the ways that God is going to conform you to the image of Christ.  
Outline:
1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

4) Give for Increase in true riches (15-18).  

5) God will provide Infinitely (19).  

I. Give when it’s Impossible(10).  
Verse 10, ““I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.”
A Ten Year Surprise! – Paul says:“ I rejoiced in the Lord greatly”.
Ten years had passed since Paul’s ministry in Philippi had resulted in the founding of the church in that city. How happy this church was to help finance Paul’s ministry to the two other Macedonian cities of Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 17:1–13).

It’ likely the reason they had allowed ten years to pass without any opportunity to help Paul is because of their crushing poverty.  They had already given a massive offering to Paul.  
The Mission Fund

The Jerusalem Christians were POOR. Paul had spent at least ten years of his life gathering a collection for the poor saints in Jerusalem.  They are cut off from their families; there has been a famine in the land; and they are severely persecuted. Enter the Corinthian Church.

The Philippians Had Already Given Generously

Paul goes to this mega-church in Corinth and writes in 2 Cor. 8 about the extravagant example of the Macedonian Christians.  The Philippians were the first to give, and they gave in a way that would take your breath away.  They had nothing, but they gave what they had.

2 Corinthians 8:1-4 (ESV), “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.” These poor Christians were begging to give to the relief of the saints in Jerusalem.  
They had provided again and again for Paul.  2 Corinthians says that when he was in Corinth “the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied what I needed” (2 Cor. 11:9).
Now after ten years, they are desiring to give again, but this time they wanted to give to Paul personally. 

The Blossoming of Miraculous Giving
Paul says the had “revived their concern” for him. The Greek verb translated revived is a horticultural term describing a plant blossoming again!   They gave out of their extreme poverty, and that desire to give miraculously and sacrificially was blossoming again.
Where do you think the blossoming desire to give to Paul came from?  The Holy Spirit.  My giving is not dependent on my circumstances.  My giving is based on the generosity of God.

God is a generous God. He knows our needs.  He is gentle and kind.  He is not cruel.  
God is Jealous for our Comfort Like a Mother or Her Infant
Isaiah 66:10-14, “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,  all you who love her;  rejoice with her in joy,  all you who mourn over her; 11  that you may nurse and be satisfied  from her consoling breast;  that you may drink deeply with delight  from her glorious abundance.” 12  For thus says the LORD:  “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,  and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;  and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,  and bounced upon her knees. 13  As one whom his mother comforts,  so I will comfort you;  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 14  You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice…”
The Afghanistan of the Ancient World

Why is this significant? The Macedonians were poorer than poor.. These were three churches – Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.  It was the Afghanistan of the ancient world.  They were war-torn and persecuted.  And yet these poor Macedonians were BEGGING to give toward the poor Jews.  

Selflessness
The Philippian congregation had stopped thinking about their own needs, and they became burdened and concerned for Paul and about the Gospel and about the possibility of God being more greatly worshipped by the Jews and all nations.  
We Are Rich
It is so humbling and breaks me at times to realize that as an American I waste more money in a week than most people in the world make in an entire month!  51% of the world makes an average of $2 a day.  We make about $200 a day! 
We are rich. If you make 20,000 dollars, you are in the top one percent income earners of all the world. And if you make 50,0000 dollars you are in the top one-tenth of one percent of income earners in all of the world. We are as rich as the kings of the past up until the 20th century.
I hate to say this, but some of us are much more like the Corinthian mega church than we are the struggling little churches of Macedonia (Thessalonica, Berea, and Philippi). 
Can the Poor Give Generously?
Can poor people give generously?  With God all things are possible!  The Macedonian Christians begged to give to Paul, and ten years later they revived their desire to give generously again.
What if I Can’t Give Generously? 
1) Search your life for sin.

In the Old Testament, even though Israel was small and not very impressive, they were always promised victory by the Lord.  There was only one thing that would render them a defeat:  sin and idolatry in their lives.  

· Search for spiritual laziness (Saul) – Saul lost the kingdom
· Search for sexual sin (Samson) – Samson lost his eyes

i. Singles – don’t take what is not  yours – don’t dream about it. Be very careful here.

ii. Marries – give selflessly in intimacy. God commands you to be together all the time.  Marriage is a picture of intimacy with God. Your intimacy with your spouse is indicative of your intimacy with God.

· Search for covetousness (Achan) – Achan lost his life

2) Give What You Can.

Acts 3:1–10 (ESV), “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.”

Give what you have and God will be glorified. 
Widow at Zarephath 

What happened when the Widow at Zarephath gave what she could?

1 Kings 17:9–20 (ESV), “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’ ” 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.”

Give what you can, and God will do what you cannot do! 

Remember what happened after this?  God gave a great victory here, but then the widow’s son died! Have you ever been in a situation like that?  What did Elijah do?  Raise the widow’s son from the  dead.  Trust God’s love.  Trust His  care for you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you.

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

II. Give Independent of circumstances (11-12).  

God has promised to provide for missionaries whether you give to them or not.  This is what Paul says in verses 11-13, “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
Lest the Philippians misunderstand his statement in verse 10, Paul quickly added a disclaimer. He did not mean to imply that he spoke from being in need when he thanked them for their gift. In fact, he had learned to be content in whatever circumstances he found himself.

The Philippians also knew what contentment was.  It was their joy to give to Paul in their deep poverty.  They BEGGED Paul that they might give (2 Cor. 8:4).  They were contented people.
CONTENTMENT: Satisfied in the Midst of Problems

Paul was also content.  What does it mean to be content? The Greek word translated content in verse 11 appears only here in the New Testament. In extra-biblical Greek it was used to speak of being self-sufficient, having enough, or not being dependent on others. One ancient writer used the word in reference to a country that supplied itself and had no need of imports. True contentment comes only from God, and enables believers to be satisfied and at ease in the midst of any problem

We come to realize that Christianity is not about accumulating anything.  It’s about being stripped of everything but Christ and being content with Christ alone.
As he wrote to Timothy, “If we have food and covering, with these we will be content” (1 Tim. 6:8).

Listen, Jesus Christ died, and God is going to provide for the missionaries to go out one way or another.  God’s purpose in saving sinners will be accomplished, and He will always move in the hearts of His people to provide the needs.  If it is not you, then you will suffer spiritual loss.  You will miss an opportunity to grow in the Lord.  But God has promised to care for those He sends out.

· We serve the God who gave Elijah food from a raven in the wilderness.  
· He’s the God that can rain manna from heaven.  
· He’s the God who can always make something out of nothing.  God can do it all—with or without you.  God is going to provide, and He can do it any way He wants to.  

· Some of you want to be in full time ministry.  God will bring it to pass!  Remember, after David had been anointed King of Israel by Samuel he had spent years and years hiding in caves, and God provided for him and prepared him to sit on the throne.
Can I ask you, can you honestly say with Paul (verse 11), “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.”
2 Peter 1:3–10 (ESV), “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.” 
Foundation

Faith- committing completely to trust God

Virtue  - moral integrity, carrying  out your faith in obedience
Knowledge – Learning more and more of God’s way for you
Hard Work

Self-Control – choosing what is right when you don’t feel like it.

Perseverance – choosing right over and over againl.

Payoff

Godliness – a life habituated by Christlike character, godly choices are your culture.

Brotherly kindness – you love and replicate this in the brothers

Love – Love for God and others – the picacle of Christlikeness.

Are you content?  

You need to be growing in Christlike character.  Are you consistently choosing to please God regardless of what you feel like?

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

III. Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 
If you wait till it’s convenient, you’ll almost never give.

We are called to share in the financial burden of missionaries.  God’s going to provide for them regardless of the circumstances.  
Paul’s affliction was his need.  He learned by God’s grace how to deal with that affliction.  It is a distress and a burden to have financial difficulties.  Even the apostle knew what it was to suffer need and have financial burdens.  

No doubt it hurts to give to Missions.  It is a burden.  But what you are doing when you give to Missions is you are taking some of the sting of the financial burden away from the missionary.

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

IV. Give for the Increase of true riches (15-18).  

15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 
An Increase of Partnership / Stewardship
During his ministry in Thessalonica they sent a gift more than once for his needs. Their generosity, along with Paul’s own hard work, allowed him to minister free of charge in Thessalonica (1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8) and Corinth (Acts 18:5; 2 Cor. 11:8).

What is this giving and receiving? Paul GAVE or dispensed the Gospel to them, and it was right that he should receive support from them.

Jesus told the 70 evangelists in Israel in Luke 10:7 , “And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house.” 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:14   In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.   .
John tells us in 3 John 7-8 , “For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

Illustration:  How many of you received a million dollar gift in your life?  You’ve received better than that, You’ve received eternal life!

We have a lot of responsibility.  We read in Luke 12:48, “Everyone to whom much is given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom is entrusted much, He will demand the more.”

The point is, part of our stewardship of receiving the truth is giving to those who are dispensing the Gospel to all the world!

An Increase in Harvest

16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 
Every time you give you grow!  You get fruit.  You grow spiritually.  You by faith trust in God to supply your needs, as the brother on the field is depending on God to supply his needs.  

Not only that, but John says you are a “fellowhelper to the truth”.

3 John 7-8, “Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 8  We therefore ought to receive [SUPPORT] such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

An Increase in Worship

18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
In the OT, God commanded that the people give sacrifices.  They were to give their very best.  Now this was above the tithe.  They were simply to give a peace offering at their own will.  

God says giving to missions is a spiritual sacrifice that pleases Him.

There’s not too much in this world that I can say beyond a shadow of a doubt pleases God, but this is one of them!

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

4) Give for Increase in true riches (15-18).  

V. God will provide Infinitely (19).  

19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Finally, Giving to Missions will allow you to Experience God’s Rich Supply (19).

I know what you are saying! I can’t give another dime.  I don’t have it.  Look at Malachi 3.  I understand that this was written to rebuke unregenerate Israel, and Christians cannot be cursed 
Look at Malachi 3:10–11 (ESV), “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts.” 
Conclusion:  The missionaries are not the only ones who profit from your giving.  YOU DO!
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