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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Matthew 28:18-20.  We are continuing in a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about the Stewardship of Life.  It is entitled: “Answering Abortion Through Christ’s Commission”. 
On January 22, 1973, almost 40 years ago, the USA was rocked with legalized infanticide.  500,000 little women every year are being destroyed.  1 million little human beings are being destroyed every year in the United States.  
How can we with such an amazing intellectual and moral heritage tolerate 50 million abortions in this country since 1973?
The Current Situation Like Israel of Old

We read in Psalm 106:37-38, “Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, 38  And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood”.  The Bible makes it clear here that this was premeditated murder of their sons and daughters.  They joined with the pagans in this.  America’s land too is polluted with blood.  The atrocities here are nothing more than they were in ancient times: nothing more than premeditated murder.  

Consider that in pagan child sacrifice, no regard was given to the child’s suffering. There would be a bronze image
 of the false deity…

…extending its hands, palms up and sloping toward the ground, so that each of the children when placed thereon rolled down and fell into a sort of gaping pit filled with fire.

You would think the mothers would be beside themselves in grief.  This was not the case.  In fact, when offering a sacrifice, the mothers were not allowed to shed a single tear, or it was believed it would “ruin” the effect of the sacrifice.
  The screams and pain of the child were drowned out.  The parents and the crowd ignored the pain and helplessness of the child.  They did not want to admit to their consciences that they were indeed committing murder.  Plutarch, a first century Greek historian, says that:

“the whole area before the statue [would be] filled with a loud noise of flutes and drums so that the cries of wailing should not reach the ears of the people.”

Today, the mother is taught to ignore the personhood and the pain of the child she aborts.  She is told that the baby is just a "mere, unfeeling mass of tissue."

Actually, by eight weeks, the baby has his very own fingerprints and can “feel pain”.
  The mother ought to consider that this child is a gift from God, that this baby is “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14) by a loving Creator.  

God forbade His people in the Old Testament from practicing abortion and infanticide.  He said in Leviticus 18:21, 
“You shall not let any of your children pass through the fire to Molech”. 
God wanted His people to know that infanticide is premeditated murder.  This was the so with ancient paganism, and it is true with modern abortion.
How do we ANSWER ABORTION?  How can we bring great change to our country?  
· While we should vote on behalf of the most vulnerable, politics is not the ultimate answer.

· While we should inform the masses, education is not the ultimate answer. 

· I want us to consider the only satisfying answer to Abortion today.  That is that those who abort children need to be converted.   
They need to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. The answer to abortion is to see the men and women who are blind and enslaved to the selfishness that leads them to commit murder to be radically changed by the power of Jesus Christ. 
How can we do this?  That brings us to Matthew 28 and Acts 1. Remember according to Acts 1, it is likely that this place where Jesus ascends to Heaven is Mount Olivet, less like a mountain and more like a hill outside Jerusalem.  

We read in Acts 1:6–12 (ESV), “So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.” 

The Parallel Account is in Matthew 28

It is here we get the meat of what Christ wants to say to them.

Matthew 28:16–20 (ESV), “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
How did we get here?  
It begins with an astounding ministry of Christ – first to the multitudes and then to his 12 disciples.  Consider His ministry.

· The Deaf: There were people who previously could not hear.  They were deaf, and Christ opened up their ears.  And these formerly deaf people are testifying of Jesus everywhere.  

· Many Blind could now see.  People blind from birth were now seeing perfectly fine and were testifying of Him.

· The previoiusly Lame were leaping.  In so many places in the world, there is no healthcare.  This is how it was in Jesus’ day.  To say the medicine was extremely primitive is an understatement. You see this even around the world today.   The majority of the earth’s population live with very few doctors and almost no hospitals.  You might see one leg shriveled up, far shorter than the other.  There were situations like this everywhere Jesus went, and He healed all who came to Him!  They were now jumping around testifying of Him!

· Even the previously Dead were testifying of Him.  Lazarus and Jairus’s daughter.  They were walking around testifying of Jesus.  Matthew 27:51–53 (ESV) tell us that at Christ’s death, “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.”
Christ’s Broad Ministry to All Nations
We must also remember that Christ did not minister only to the Jews.  Yes he ministered to Israel, but He also did miracles and ministered to Samaritans and even to Roman soldiers and pagans in the lands surrounding Israel.  The last half of His ministry was with his disciples with a large part outside the boarders of Israel. 

Christ’s Ministry to His Disciples

The entire ministry of Christ spanned probably 3 to 3.5 years. But at least half or more of that – probably 18 to 24 months – He spent with the 12 exclusively and strategically, to get those men ready to hear these words.  He trained these men.

He ordained 12 that they should be with Him.  They saw lived out for 3 years in living color, how to speak the truth with love, how to respond to your enemies, how to see people converted and transformed.  What they observed was astounding.  They didn’t just get a lecture, they saw a LIFE lived out before them.

Christ didn’t ordain 12 so they could simply hear His lectures or come to His conferences, or simply gain an education.  Education is vital, but emulation is even more vital.

How do we answer Abortion?

· Through Submission to Christ “all authority…given to me”
· Through Multiplication for Christ “make disciples”
· Through Transformation by Christ “teaching them to observe all…”
· Through Communion with Christ “Behold, I am with always”
The only ongoing newly created creatures in being made in the image of God today are little babies.  

· Luke 1:41 (ESV), “…when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

· Psalm 139:14-18, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works;  my soul knows it very well. 15  My frame was not hidden from you,  when I was being made in secret,  intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16  Your eyes saw my unformed substance;  in your book were written, every one of them,  the days that were formed for me,  when as yet there were none of them.  17 ¶  How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them! 18  If I would count them, they are more than the sand.  I awake, and I am still with you.”
I. Through Submission to Christ “all authority…given to me”

Verse 18, Jesus said: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Every bit of authority in the entire universe is given to Jesus.  My God is about to give me a command and I’d better be listening.  Are you listening? 
God Addresses All of Us

We have the privilege of having the written word of God addressed to all of us.  That’s a very big deal.  Isaiah 43:4, “Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you,  I give men in return for you,  peoples in exchange for your life.”  God says that I am honored and cherished in His eyes.  He’s given whole nations in exchange for my life.

We Cannot Ignore What He Says

He’s sent prophets and brought down whole nations for you to hear His voice.  Will you listen to Him?  We cannot ignore what He says!  
Bethel Experience

For the Disciples, this is a Bethel experience.  This is likely not just the eleven.  It could be as many as 500 people here on Mount Olivet.  I think the eleven were believing, but some in the crowd were doubting.  We have some in the crowd here today who doubt that Jesus has the right to tell you what to do.  What he was giving these people was a Bethel experience.

Genesis 28:11-19, “And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12  And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14  Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”

    16 ¶  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17  And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 18  So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19  He called the name of that place Bethel.”

I believe this is the story of Jacob’s conversion.  We all need a Bethel experience.  To be a disciple you must be converted. Have you come to realize that it is only through the Seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ, that you can be blessed? Have you come under His authority?

II. Through Multiplication for Christ “make disciples”

God, my Creator, the one who made the rings of Saturn, the one who created these dinosaurs we dig up, the one who created all the mysteries still unknown to science.  My Creator said: “Go make disciples”, so I don’t want to sit and make excuses! Can we all agree that this does not mean that we disciple one another forever?
And what you must understand is this.

A. Being a Disciple has always involved making disciples.  

If you say you are a faithful disciple of Jesus, then you would want to be involved in one way or another in making more followers of Jesus.

God is Patient

This is not to beat you over the head with another thing to add to your already busy life. Let me tell you how God has been changing me.  God is patient and kind.  He is gentle and He waits and gradually brings the light to bear on our consciences.  

Ponderosa

I remember as a new believer, I was so stirred up about what God did for me that I would gather people around at my lunch break at Ponderosa Steakhouse.  I didn’t need more education.  I didn’t need more conferences or church services.  Sure all those things are important, but to make disciples I need to know the Lord myself, and know that man is a sinner and Christ is a great Savior! 

Accounts of the Early Disciples

· Acts 4:31, “When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”

· Acts 6:7, “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem…”

· Acts 8:4, “Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.”

So the pattern of the New Testament is that conversion is followed by disciples making disciples.  
Cannot Afford to Ignore Christ’s Command

We cannot afford to ignore Christ’s command and say, “I did not make a single disciple”.  Do we really want to come before our God and King on that great day and say, “I was too busy, so I ignored your command?”
“Make Disciples”: this is the Command.  
This is a specific command about making followers of Christ from every people group in the world.  Can we all agree that He’s not just talking about us discipling each other?  He’s saying GO!  Get outside of your comfort zone.  Go and LIVE the Word before the lost.  

· Go: See people converted

· Baptize: See them assimilated into local churches

· Teach to Observe: Mentor them in the Word

We see that here in the three participles connected to this command, “Make Disciples”.  This tells us 
· Going – see conversions
· Baptizing – see people assimilated into Christ honoring communities of local churches
· Teaching to Observe – Live life before them and mentor them!  
Perhaps you say I cannot do that!  That’s for pastors and teachers!  Actually, that’s not correct.  God has made it so that all of us have a part.   Ephesians 4:11–12 (ESV), “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”  He wants you to be His instrument in expanding and building up the Body.  You are the instrument.

It’s God who does it through us!  From everything I read in this Book, I believe we grossly underestimate God!  

III. Through Transformation by Christ “teaching them to observe all…”

How do we answer abortion, and the destruction of the homes and the destruction of our culture.  I don’t think Paul appealed to Caligula the Emporer or Agrippa the Regent King to become a Republican or a Democrat or a Libertarian.  He appealed to them to be converted.  And what was Paul’s greatest asset?  That the Holy Spirit had made Him a new creature!  He had met Christ.  
You Normally Cannot Take People Higher than You ARE
· 1 Timothy 4:12 (ESV), “Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

· 1Ti 4:16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.
· Tit 2:7  Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity,

How Can I Take People Higher?  

You have to go higher! Brothers and sisters, I want to plead with you to be more than a sitter and a soaker of the Word.  I want to plead with you to get to know your Bible.  Read it day and night.

· Psalm 1, “Blessed is the man  who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,  nor stands in the way of sinners,  nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2  but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  and on his law he meditates day and night. 3  He is like a tree  planted by streams of water  that yields its fruit in its season,  and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers.

· Psalm 119:11, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You!”

· Colossians 3:16, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly”.

· Romans 8:28–30 (ESV), “predestined, you are “called (regenerated), justified, … and predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son…” and one day you will be glorified”. 

· Or as 1 John 1  says, are you “walking in the light” as He is in the light.  Are you living a transparent life with others?

IV. Through Communion with Christ “Behold, I am with always”

You can change no one.  It is Christ who changes people!  

· John 15:5, “Without Me you can do nothing”. 

· John 14:12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.”
It is not us that makes the changes in people.  As we minister the Word of God to people, the Word who is God makes the changes in their lives.

And so we have the bridge of discipleship that we are to walk, and it hangs between two pillars: the Power and the Presence of Christ.  Make disciples.  Do it by 
· Going – see conversions

· Baptizing – see people assimilated into Christ honoring communities of local churches

· Teaching to Observe – Live life before them and mentor them!  

And trust in His presence.

Conclusion: We say we are against abortion.  We say we want to change the societal ills that are crushing individuals and families today.  We could apply this to a thousand areas.  Whether it be 

· abortion 
· homosexuality and dissolution of the order of God’s creation in marriage

· teenage pregnancy\
· the divorce rate over 50%
· only 30% of homes who have both mother and father in the home in the USA

How do can we change our society? 
We say that we hate abortion and do nothing.  What are we called to do?  To change the hearts and minds of the mothers and fathers who commit abortion.

· Sign up in our Service Forms for 

· Evangelism

· Visitation

· Nursing Home

· Teaching a new believers class

· Sign up today at the Welcome Center for our Outreach Teams.

· We will be having a 

· See me today about getting involved in our Biblical Counseling  Conference.

· The cost is $325, Monday morning at 8am through Friday at 11am.

· If you need housing, there are others you can share the cost of a hotel room with.

· Grab a 52 week Bible reading chart
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