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“The blessedness of Heaven is so glorious that when the saints arrive there they will look back upon their earthly pilgrimage, however wonderful their life in Christ was then, as a veritable Hell. Just as truly, on the other hand, will those who perish in Hell look back on the life in this world, however miserable it may have been, as veritable Heaven.”

Jonathan Edwards
O

pen your Bible to Revelation 21. We are continuing our series on “Heaven.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "When Heaven Comes to Earth.”
Let me say before we begin that I so appreciated last week’s message.  Even though I was in Brazil I listened to it 3 times and it really fed my soul! 
Everything is New

Have you ever had a moment in your life when you have said to yourself, ‘This is new’? I don’t just mean a new car or a new computer, or a meal with a different combination of sauces and seasonings – though these, too, may point in the right direction. I’m thinking more of major life-experiences in which we think to ourselves, ‘Everything is going to be different now. This is radically new. Life will never be the same. This is a whole new world opening up.’

I'm talking about major life-events: birth, marriage, full recovery from a long and dangerous illness, the experience of someone new coming to live with you.
  There is coming a day when God makes all things new, when heaven comes to earth! 
37th Article 

The 37th Article of the Belgic Confession of 1561 says this about the day Jesus comes again:

“…The faithful and elect will be crowned with glory and honor. The Son of God will profess their names before God his Father and the holy and elect angels; all tears will be wiped from their eyes; and their cause…will be acknowledged as the cause of the Son of God. And as a gracious reward the Lord will make them possess a glory such as the human heart could never imagine. So we look forward to that great day with longing in order to enjoy fully the promises of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”

  I can’t wait to get to heaven! It’s a day when we as Christ’s Bride are finally married to our bridegroom!  No more sin! No more pain! No more tears!

There is coming the dawning of a new age when Jesus comes!  It’s morning time! Sin and shame and hell will be gone forever.  There is coming a forever and true utopia. 

Thomas More’s Utopia

Thomas More coined the term “utopia” in 1516 in a book with the same title. The book pictured a fictional place that was perfect.  It was on an island.  There was even a perfect political system. The book sold well.  Utopia has been the age-old preoccupation of philosophers and politicians.
Utopia Today?

Only a century ago, people were saying we’ve entered the 20th century, and it will be a century of utopia and then came two world wars and today we have the threat of a third.  Now we are in the middle of the “war on terrorism.”  ISIS is entering into Christian communities throughout Syria, Afghanistan, and the Middle East and crucifying Christians, decapitating their children.
Brothers and sisters, mankind will never bring about Utopia! 

Christ’s Utopia

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, there is a true utopia coming to earth when our Lord Jesus returns and sets up His kingdom!  There is a coming a genuine utopia – with the Perfect Governor who is the King of kings and Lord of lords! 
Revelation 21 tells of this perfect political system where there is no corruption.  
When heaven comes to earth there will be 

I. A renewed Paradise (vs. 1a).
Revelation 21:1a, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away...”

Paradise Lost
In the Garden of Eden, Adam was in a sort of Temple paradise.  The words God used for his responsibilities were priestly. He was to “guard” and “keep” the paradise garden.  He was to act as a priest for Eve.  
There was no need of a physical Temple, for God Himself walked with Adam and Even “in the cool of the day.”  God Himself was Lord and King and Adam and Eve were His people!  There was joy and innocence. There was eating and drinking and work.  Adam named the animals.  God gave Adam the perfect helper. They had dominion over the earth. But Eve was tempted and Adam let it happen.  Adam failed to guard and protect and keep the garden paradise. 

He failed in his priestly duties.  Paradise was lost. The curse was pronounced.  
The Curse Pronounced
Listen to the curse being pronounced in Genesis 3:17-19 – God says to Adam:
17 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife

    and have eaten of the tree

of which I commanded you,

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’

cursed is the ground because of you;

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

    and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your face

    you shall eat bread,

till you return to the ground,

    for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust,

    and to dust you shall return.”

Death and decay would infest the earth. Dominance was lost to thorns and thistles.  The beasts became aggressive and ferocious.  Fear inhabited Adam’s heart. Death took hold of Adam.

The Creation Groans
Now the creation groans! Romans 8:19-23, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”
We groan and the creation groans with pains of childbirth for the new creation to be born.  That day is coming! 

The Curse is Lifted
There is coming a day when we will sing the reality of Isaac Watt’s hymn, “Joy to the world!”  It’s really not mainly a Christmas song of the first advent, but speaking of Christ’s second coming. What a joy it will be to sing:

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found!

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love!
God Will Shake All Nations
Revelation 21:1a, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away...” The curse will be lifted through a divine purging of fire.  God will shake heaven and earth.  Before the new earth and heaven unite together, John sees the "first" heaven and earth flee from the presence of God in the eschatological "shaking" of heaven and earth.

This is reminiscent of the prophecies found throughout the Old Testament.

Haggai 2:6-7, “For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations.”

Isaiah 13:13, “Therefore I will make the heavens tremble,

    and the earth will be shaken out of its place,

at the wrath of the Lord of hosts

    in the day of his fierce anger.”

The Heavens Pass Away in a Roar
But now John sees "a new heaven and a new earth" taking the place of the "first" heaven and earth.  Revelation 21:1a, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away...” 

The apostle Peter gives us the perfect commentary on how heaven and earth will be purged.  He says in 2 Peter 3, when heaven comes to earth there will be a great roar of fire and destruction. 
2 Peter 3:10-13, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
Paradise Renewed
Revelation 21:1a, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away...”

The old earth will be passed away.  Jonathan Edwards, 18th Century puritan pastor and evangelist said it this way:
"“The blessedness of Heaven is so glorious that when the saints arrive there they will look back upon their earthly pilgrimage, however wonderful their life in Christ was then, as a veritable Hell. Just as truly, on the other hand, will those who perish in Hell look back on the life in this world, however miserable it may have been, as veritable Heaven.”

Isaiah's Prophecy
The description echoes God's promise through Isaiah: "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not be remembered or come to mind" (Isa. 65:17). The "former things" are the woes that Israel has endured under God's covenant curse for their sins, as the following verses show by portraying the reversal of the curse: no weeping or crying, premature death, no frustration in home building or farming, "no evil or harm in all My holy mountain" (Isa. 65:25).
Created for Another World

You were created for another world, another place, the Place of God.  In Revelation 21, we have just seen the destruction of all things, and now we have the creation of a new heaven and earth.  The things on this present earth are passing away.

You were not made for things!  Everything you see is passing away.  Verse 1, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away”.  You were not created for things.  You were not created for this world.  

Set Your Affection on Things Above

Paul talks about this in Colossians 3:2-4, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory”.  This is in reference to the Lord’s Second Coming, which has just taken place in the previous chapter.  Seek the things that will be reality when Christ appears.

You Were Not Made for Things

You were not made for things, you were made for God!  That’s why materialism is so unsatisfying.  Jesus said in Luke 12:15, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”

Things Cannot Make You Happy

We have at times been tempted to think that if we had a little bit more, we could be happier. But the Bible is clear that material wealth doesn’t equate to happiness. Don’t take my word for it.  Listen to the richest people that have ever lived.  

· “The care of 200 million dollars is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it.” W H Vanderbilt said that. Vanderbilt was the one that built the railroads. 

· John Jacob Astor of the Waldorf Astoria hotel fame said this: “I am the most miserable man on earth.”

· John D. Rockefeller who made all of his money there in the oil business, at least later in his life said, “I have made millions, but they have brought me no happiness.”

· “Millionaires seldom smile,” Andrew Carnegie said.

· Henry Ford said this: “I was happier when I was doing a mechanics job.”

II. No more enemies (vs. 1b.)

Revelation 21:1b, “…and the sea was no more…”

What Does NO MORE SEA mean?
This is interesting and somewhat strange!  Why do we read in Revelation 21:1b, “…and the sea was no more…”  What does this mean?
What it Does NOT mean…

First, let’s consider what it does not mean. It does not mean there is no water on the new earth!  There is a “river of life.” There are rivers and water sources throughout the new creation.

Plato’s View is Wrong
So many Christians have read John’s book expecting that the final scene will be a picture of ‘heaven’ that they fail completely to see the full glory of what he is saying. Plato taught that ‘heaven’ is the perfect world to which we shall go one day, and ‘earth’ is the shabby, second-rate temporary dwelling from which we shall be glad to depart for good. So we’ve got to take away the sea to make earth more like heaven.  No, Plato was wrong. 

In the book of Revelation, and really beginning in Genesis Earth is a glorious part of God’s glorious creation, and ‘heaven’, though God’s own abode!  Heaven will come to earth. And when that happens John says “the sea was no more.” 

No More Enemy Waters
The ‘sea’ stands as a reminder of the power of evil.
  In Bible times, Israel’s enemies would come through the sea to try to destroy God’s people. The sea is consistently a place of fear for the Israelites, who were not much of a seafaring people.  So the sea means "no more enemy waters!" 
In the book of Revelation, the sea is constantly pictured as chaotic, and out of it come all sorts of evil creatures (often symbolizing various kingdoms) who are a threat to God’s people. The antichrist comes “out of the sea” of corrupt humanity.  The idea is Jesus will defeat all our enemies!

No More Chaos

The "sea" that no longer exists symbolizes that realm from which chaos and rebellion have emerged to ravage the first earth.
 Out of chaos came the first creation.  Out of chaos will come the renewed creation.
The new world will be like the present one, but without all those things that bring chaos: death, tears and everything that causes them, which make the present world what it is. 

That is what is meant by there being ‘no more sea’. Throughout the book of Revelation, as in much of the Bible, the sea is the dark force of chaos which threatens God’s plans and God’s people. In the new creation there will be no more sea, no more chaos, no place from which monsters might again emerge.

No More Persecution! 
Isn’t it glorious that our Lord Jesus will defeat all our enemies? No longer will we have to worry about persecution.  We want so much for freedom to worship God around the world.  Well in the perfect administration of Christ, there will be no more persecution! 
“Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:11). Stalin and Hitler, Polpot, and Saddam Hussein.  Nero, Domician will all bow before Jesus.  Every king, every president, every leader.  The poor and the great will together come and bow before Christ. And every enemy of Christ will be defeated. 

No ships carrying the enemies of God’s people will travel to hurt us anymore! Hallelujah! 

Fighting for His Bride

Often a man has to fight to prove his love for the woman he is pursuing. Thankfully today there are no sword fights or pistol duels.  But Revelation has shown us the history-long combat in which Jesus the Lamb has been engaged in order to win and beautify his bride.

The blood and fire, locusts and smoke, falling stars and trembling earth, the dragon, the monsters, the scarlet woman - the whole terrifying conflict has been about the divine Bridegroom’s jealous love for His Bride, a love so jealous that He gave His life for her, and He will fight all challengers in order to have her all to himself, a love so sacrificial that he lays down his life to protect her from every threat and enemy.

Stephen Charnock Quote
I love the words of the Puritan theologian Stephen Charnock, Christ has paid it all! Nothing compares to what Christ has suffered. “Not all the vials of judgments, that have, or shall be poured out upon the wicked world, not the flaming furnace of sinner’s conscience, not the irreversible sentence pronounced against the rebellious devils, nor the groans of the damned creatures, give such a demonstration of God’s hatred of sin, as the wrath of God let loose upon His Son.”
When heaven comes to earth there will be …
III. A radiant Bride (vs. 2, 9-21).

Revelation 21:2, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

Every element of John's first glimpse of the new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2) will be repeated, with far greater detail, when one of the angels with the bowls takes him to the mountain to see "the bride, the wife of the Lamb" (21:9). 

Contrast with Rev. 17-18, the Harlot

The bride is mentioned here to contrast with the harlot that rides the beast in Rev. 17-18.  There the a picture exactly opposite of the Bride… This describes all unbelievers everywhere who love the beast, which is this world system.

· She is described as chaotic waters (vs. 1) Rev. 17: “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 
· She loves immorality (vs. 2) 2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” 
· She commits constant blasphemy (vs. 3) 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 
· She has jewels gained through prostitution (vs. 4-5) 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5 And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 
· She persecutes the saints – 6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”

The Bride Described
But now the Bride is described in Rev. 21.  Revelation 21:2, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” It’s our wedding day!  The church of all ages will be gathered to marry our Bridegroom! 

In verse 9, we have an angel carrying out the last plagues on the earth giving a glimpse of Christ’s radiant Bride! Vs. 9, “Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”

· The Bride’s city is described as having the glory and grace of God (vs. 10-14) “And he…showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

· We find out that this city is 1500 miles square – this is likely symbolic because of the number 12, speaking of God’s calling and election.  Regardless that would be 2 million square miles and 600,000 stories high.  The symbolic of course points to something much greater than the symbol  At the very least, this is a very large city inhabited by the multitude touched by God’s mercy.  
· The Bride’s city is composed with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. She is made up of all the saints of the Old and New Testaments.

· The Bride has the riches that are given as a gift of God’s grace! (vs. 19-21) The foundation of the New Jerusalem are adorned with 12 precious jewels, and the streets are of pure gold, more pure than transparent glass. “The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.”

· Right now the Bride is imperfect, but on that day the Bride will be radiant!!

Weddings Can Be Emotional

Have you been to a wedding lately? There are a lot of courting couples in our church right now, and that means you can feel the electricity of weddings in the atmosphere of our church!  

It seems like yesterday Angela and Nick walked down the aisle. I get so emotional at weddings. You know who was probably more emotional than the happy couple? The parents of the bride and groom! 

The heart-rending joy is all the more intense, most of all, for the father who walks his daughter, radiant in white, down the aisle.
 Many times I have had the privilege of watching the father’s hand trembling as he gives his daughter away to the groom.

Oh the joy of God the Father when you are finally redeemed! 

Martin Luther quote: Sin Like a Beard

“Indwelling sin is like a man's beard, which even though each day it is shaved off and smooth, yet it never stops growing back. Only when the shovel beats the ground on our grave does it stop. Indwelling sin remains in us as long as we live.” – Martin Luther

John Owen Quote

Puritan theologian John Owen, said, "The difference between a believer and the unbeliever is that unbelievers clung to sin, but for the believer, sin clings to him." 

The Believer’s Struggle, But Soon all Struggle Removed
Today you struggle with sin, but soon all your struggle will be removed! One day you will be entirely dominated by the Holy Spirit. You will be filled with all the fullness of God. You will know the height, depth, length, and breadth of the love of Christ!

Jesus is greater than the bad choices you have made. His mercy is infinitely greater than the greatest sins committed by man. 

I don't know what you are going through, but God would have your focus on the victory that our omnipotent King Jesus has already apprehended. 

No More Sin! 
One day the Bride will be perfected. Right now (7 churches) the Bride is imperfect, needing to be corrected and warned. But there's coming again when you will never be chastised again. There's coming a day when you will be perfectly holy!  There's coming a day when you will sin no more! 
When heaven comes to earth there will be 

IV. No more tears, death, etc. (vs. 4).

Revelation 21:4, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

No More Tears

We look forward to the second coming to see the final removal and reversal of the curse!   We look forward to the new creation when we suffer!  The Curse is removed.

Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Today we have plenty of tears. 

1. No tears

2. No death

3. No sorrow

4. No crying

5. No more pain 

I can't wait for that day! 

Mom Wiped Tears

When I was a child, I thought I was invincible.  Children will often do ridiculous things because they do not understand their own mortality. 

Cyprus Tree Illustration -  I thought I was Invincible
When I lived in Louisiana, we used to jump from a Cyprus tree that was 50 feet in the air.  That tree hung over a creek that was at least 20 feet deep. We used to jump off that tree from the top and no one ever felt the bottom.  

We also used to back flip from the top. Once I told my friend, Kenny Scamardo to do the same.  It was easy.  I told him, "Gravity will carry you." Well gravity carried him and he landed on his back!  I don't think I knew what a "Ragin' Cajun" was until that moment.  We were friends and he forgave me!

Depression Illustration - Mom Would Wipe Away All Tears! 

Well, I knew at times that I wasn't invincible.  Once when I was in Jr. High, 7th grade, I want through a time of deep depression - irrational terrorizing thoughts. It was awful.  It lasted into the eighth grade.  Day and night - it was like living with a terrorist.  I was depressed, exhausted and on the verge of insanity. 

During that time, I would sometimes tell my mother the plight I was in.  She would listen, but she didn't know what to do.  She would take a tissue and wipe away my tears.

Dear friend, there is coming a day, when God will wipe away all our tears!  No more tears! We will possess a glory beyond imagination! Amen! For now, we see through a mirror darkly.  We continue each day struggling against our own sin, and heaven feels very far away.

Exchange Your Tears

If you are without Christ I plead with you to exchange your tears, your sins, your pain for his loving arms, his tender mercies, his complete healing of all pain and brokenness, and his perfect righteousness. 

No Death
In Christ death has been defeated!  Death is dead!  No tears, no crying, no pain, no death!  No more funerals! No more hospitals!  No more Obamacare or Blue Cross and Blue Shield. No more pain! No more surgeries!  The former things are passed away!  Hallelujah! 
When heaven comes to earth there will be 

V. No unbelievers (vs. 5-8).

Revelation 21:5-8, “And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

The Offer
We have just a little time left, but let tell you, there are no unbelievers in heaven. The question here is are you born again.  The final result of the new birth is recorded in verse 7, "I will be his God and he will be my son."
The Offer is Free
Verse 6 tells us the offer is free, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment."
No Unbelievers
Rev. 21:8, " But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
When heaven comes to earth there will be 

VI. The True Temple (vs. 3, 22-27).

Revelation 21:3, “3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God…”

The Heaven

In this new world, for instance, the temple, which was properly there in heaven as well as on earth (11.19), will be abolished (21.22); not because it was a stupid idea for God to dwell among his people, but because the Temple was the advance model of God’s great hidden plan for the whole cosmos, now at last to be realized. The new world will be like the present one, but greater, with God in our midst, fully realized!

The Center of the New Creation
The centre of the picture, though, is not, or not yet, the new world itself, but the one true God who made the first creation and loved it so much that he sent the lamb to redeem and renew it.

The Old Earth is Just Scaffolding
When I was in Spain, we purchased a 300 year old farmhouse and began to remodel it.  We spent a lot of time putting that scaffolding up. Scaffolding is normally extremely functional: it’s made to do a job, not to look pretty. 

But supposing a builder decided to construct a beautiful shell of scaffolding? Supposing he made it so stunning that people came to admire the scaffolding itself, without even realizing that there was something far, far more impressive being built inside it? When the building was finished, some might be sad at the thought that this wonderful sight was to be taken away. But the builder would, of course, insist on removing the scaffolding, however splendid it was. That was the point of it in the first place, to do its job and then be dismantled so that the ultimate reality, the real new building, could be seen in all its glory. 

Temple Not Needed
That is the spirit in which we must read verse 22 
Revelation 21: 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
We are not surprised, by now, that there is ‘no temple’ in the new city (as there was both in the earthly Jerusalem and also in its heavenly counterpart, as in 11.19 and 15.5). We have already realized that God’s own dwelling in the city, and the shape of the city as a giant cube, are telling us that there cannot be a ‘temple’ as a specific place within the city where God lives. 
With Heaven On Earth We Don't Need the Signposts

The Temple in Jerusalem, and also it seems in the first heaven, are advance signposts to that great, almost unthinkable reality to which nevertheless so much of the New Testament points, that ‘the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea’ (Habakkuk 2.14). That is the goal towards which so much of scripture is pointing, a goal forgotten by those who imagine that the whole aim is to leave earth behind and go to heaven instead. Heaven has come down to earth; why would we want it otherwise? We have the reality. We don’t need the signpost any more.
No Sun and Moon and Stars
Rev. 21:23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
It's not only the Temple that is no longer needed. Even the sun and the moon, the two great lights that play such an important part in the first creation, and are celebrated as such in many scriptural passages (think of the sun in Psalm 19, where it is an image of God’s holy law itself) – even the sun and the moon will become redundant. They are part of the scaffolding, and we must not mistake them for the ultimate reality. They are yet another pair of signposts to the ultimate truth, that God himself is the light of his people, shining and radiant. Slowly we rub our eyes, and discover that even the glorious world of Genesis 1 was the beginning of something, rather than an end in itself. 

Kings and Nations Worship
Rev. 21:24-26  24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

The mystery then unfolds a step further. For most of Revelation, ‘the nations’ and their kings have been hostile. They have shared in the idolatry and economic violence of Babylon; they have oppressed and opposed God, his purposes and his people. But the earlier hints of God’s wider redeeming purpose now come fully into play. The witness of the martyr-church in chapter 11 resulted in the nations, which had been raging against God, coming instead to give him glory (11.13). Now here they come in procession, in the long fulfilment of scriptural prophecies such as Psalm 72.10–11 (note the prayer in 72.19, that God’s glory would fill the whole earth!), Isaiah 49.6–7, Zechariah 14.16–17, and above all Isaiah 60, the chapter which anticipates several elements in John’s vision. Here they come, bringing their glory into the city through the wide-open gates. The city itself is not a tableau, a static picture with people simply gazing at the glorious golden streets or indeed at God himself and the lamb. It is a bustling community, filled with activity, as the nations come to worship and do homage. 

But it isn’t just a matter of people coming into the city from outside. Life, liquid life, the water of life, is flowing from the city to the world around. God’s generous love is the souce and goal of all things. How can the city where he and the lamb are personally present be other than the great wellspring of life, flowing out to those who need it!

Conclusion

So come sinner!  Come to Christ!  Don't come for the gates of pearl or the streets of gold.  Don't come to meet famous saints and the cloud of witnesses!  Don't come merely for the removal of pain! Come for Christ.  Have heaven on earth now. And eagerly wait dear saints for the day when faith becomes sight.  Amen and amen! 
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