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Introduction: Open your Bible to Hosea 13. I want to bring a teaching to you tonight entitled: “Hope for the Fallen.” 
Listen to the words of Charles Spurgeon:

“The chief danger of the Church today is that it is trying to get on the same side as the world, instead of turning the world upside down. Our Master expects us to accomplish results, even if they bring opposition and conflict. Anything is better than compromise, apathy, and paralysis. God, give to us an intense cry for the old-time power of the Gospel and the Holy Ghost!
- A. B. Simpson
The Death of a Dream
Have you ever lost your focus on Christ, and God had to kill a dream in order get your attention? Have you ever seen the death of a dream? Perhaps it was a ministry. Perhaps it was an especially anointed man of God. Perhaps it was a church. Ministries and men and churches die every day. Sometimes the world takes over the church or the man or the mission. When that happens the Lord has to “put the candle” out on that man or ministry.
We see it taking place in the thirteenth chapter of Hosea. Remember God loves Israel. But Israel is spiritually dead. And God has to let Israel die, so he can raise this nation again when Christ comes. 

The Death of a Culture
We know the popular verse in Romans 6 –  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (v. 23). These words deal with individual salvation, but they also express a principle that goes beyond the individual. True, sin brings death individually. But sin also causes the death of family life, culture, movements of the Spirit of God in history … even the death of nations. An example is in the thirteenth chapter of Hosea’s prophecy.

America is Dying
Oswald Spengler, in his massive two-volume work, The Decline of the West, recognizes that civilizations die. He found four stages based on this analogy. 
Civilizations are born. 
They grow strong. 
They deteriorate. 
They die. 
Spengler, not being a Christian, made no attempt to link this inevitable death of nations to what we would call sin, and so speaks nothing of redemption in history. But so far as his analysis goes, it is both interesting and accurate. 
Sin brings death, and it is not only the sinning soul but also the sinning nation or culture that “will die” (cf. Ezek. 18:4, 20).

You’ve Seen It
I know you’ve seen men end in shipwreck, ministries die and churches and missions die. How does it happen? I think we can glean from Hosea 13 tonight. We see five truths that help us to refocus on Christ, even if we are in the deepest darkest place in our life.
I. Counterfeit saviors cannot help us, vs. 1-3
A Spiritual Autopsy, vs. 1-3
To say that God is contrasting Israel’s former days of youth and health with her present old age is technically inaccurate since Israel is already dead. But it is a strange death. We need to follow the hand of the divine surgeon as he conducts a spiritual autopsy. In medicine an autopsy is conducted to determine the cause of death and establish the condition of the corpse for the record. God does this in the first three verses of chapter 13. 

Idolatry Has Consequences 

Verse 1: “When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling; he was exalted in Israel, but he incurred guilt through Baal and died.”
A nation dies in spirit when it forgets God and begins to worship that which is not God. Hosea describes this in the case of Israel by saying, “He became guilty of Baal worship and died”(v. 1). In more recent times the worship of Baal has been replaced by worship of the race (as in the case of Nazi Germany) or material prosperity (as is happening in most of the western nations).

Consider how exalted Israel was in the days of Solomon. Financially, militarily, and in every way they were the picture of strength. The same can be said of Spain in the 16th century, and of England in the 17-19th centuries. The same could be said of the USA in the 20th century. But we are dying. 

Counterfeit Saviors
How about you? Have you trusted in counterfeit saviors that really cannot save? Have you been guilty? What are some of the counterfeit saviors that we are tempted to trust in when we are hungry, needy, or in pain and suffering?

· media / entertainment

· our spouse (thinking they can take the place of Christ)

· family

· sports

· isolation / aloneness

· bitterness

· lose of hope
It’s a Slow Fade to Extremes!
Verse 2, “And now they sin more and more, and make for themselves metal images, idols skillfully made of their silver, all of them the work of craftsmen. It is said of them, “Those who offer human sacrifice kiss calves!”
Israel was willing to participate in human sacrifice to get what they wanted. So it is with idolatry. It’s a slow fade. It’s a gradual ease off the cliff.

At last, the body of the nation dies. By degrees! To use the analogy of a body, it is as if one organ after another fails to function properly and the body as a whole gradually sinks down until it collapses utterly. Nations seldom die cataclysmically by sudden and total overthrow at the hands of an enemy. They break down bit by bit. The police cease to be effective. The courts become technical battlegrounds and so cease to perform their proper function of punishing the guilty and exonerating the innocent. Politicians become no longer worthy of the trust committed to them. Schools cease to educate. Workers cease to work. Managers cease managing. Eventually the whole thing caves in, the country becomes a third- or fourth-rate power, and at last the nation is taken over or is dominated by another country whose star is rising.

What About You?
What have been some ways you’ve had a slow fade away from the Lord?

· busyness

· taking the Word or the Lord for granted

· taking our spouse for granted

· a lack of thankfulness

· allowing hurts to take over our lives / holding grudges
· anxiety / cares of the world
The Slow Atrophy
Verse 3, “Therefore they shall be like the morning mist or like the dew that goes early away, like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor or like smoke from a window.”

Now Israel was so weak that she could vanish like the mist or the dew, or the chaff, or the smoke. It is hard to think of images better calculated to express how light, weak, and empty the nation had become. It is difficult to picture more graphically how she was to vanish at the first ray of heat or breath of air.

Ephraim has experienced slow atrophy. Hosea 12:1, “Ephraim feeds on the wind...” And now she is turning into the wind.
God Shares His Glory with No One
Listen to Isaiah 42:8, “I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.” 

If you see a man or a ministry or a mission understand that God will take that ministry out. I’m talking about truly born again people. God chastens those he loves. 

To the church at Ephesus, God wrote, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent” (Revelation 2:5). 

II. In our sin, God remains relentless in His love, vs. 4-6
There is an important question to be raised at this point, and Hosea does not fail to raise it. From what source does the death about which he has been writing come? Who sends it? What is the source of the prophesied destruction? Some, wishing to preserve the name of God from any imagined tint of dishonor, speak as if death is merely in the nature of things. This is not what Hosea says or what the Bible as a whole teaches. Hosea says that God sends death. He is the destroyer.
 But first He reminds them, that even though he is destroying their nation, He loves them, and He will never stop loving them.
The Shepherding Love of God, vs. 4-6
Vs. 4-6, “But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior. 5 It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought; 6 but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot me.”

Here we see an historical reminder of the deliverance of the people from Egypt by God’s hand. In fact, they begin with a direct verbal echo of the opening phrases of the Ten Commandments in which the deliverance is brought forward as the moral basis of the people’s obligation to serve God: “But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior” (v. 4). 
Re-teaching them the Covenant
Hosea is then not simply restating what had been forgotten, but is countering a false theology promoted by attempting to worship God using idols. This inculcated a debased conception of the Lord and corrupted Israel’s perception of the exclusive bond which should exist between them themselves and the Lord who had rescued them from Egypt, carried them on eagles’ wings, and brought them to himself (Exod. 19:4).

No Savior Beside the LORD
The redemptive implications of the covenant relationship are further emphasised by there is no savior except me. The root ‘to save’ is used of deliverance from danger or distress of any sort (cf. 1:7). It is applied to the Lord as the one who acts on behalf of his people when they fall into dire circumstances—and what could be more dire than the peril that then menaced the nation? Here it is stressed that God alone is competent to reverse their circumstances. It was therefore folly to turn from his unique assistance and substitute reliance on other gods or on human alliances where their partners were liable to renege on their promises or find that they were unable to implement their commitments.

Consider God’s Amazing Record of Patience
The passage continues with a reminder of the care God gave during the days of the people’s desert wanderings: “5 It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought; 6 but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot me” (vv. 5–6). This is so sad! The people forgot God. Now, says God, he who has been their deliverer will become their destroyer: “He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, against your helper” (v. 9).
How is the Lord Your Helper?

What a joy to consider that God is our helper. Yet often when we lose focus on Christ and we cut off God as our helper. Theologians have a term for the ways that we connect with God – they call that “the means of grace.” What are some of the things God uses to connect with you?

· Reading the Bible

· Fellowship

· The sacraments (Lord’s table, baptism)

· Prayer

· Our own trials and weakness (“God’s strength is made perfect in weakness”)

· Edifying other Christians

· Worship / Praise in the congregation

· Serving in the congregation

· Testifying publically of the Lord’s goodness

Application
What we see is this: God is so loving, that He is willing to bring the nation down to nothing so that they will again turn to him.
This can be said of individuals, ministries, missionaries, churches. Please understand when you see chaos and confusion in the life a believer as a result of sin, know that God’s plans for that person are good, and that all the pain and suffering is necessary.

III. God allows us to be crushed to save us, vs. 7-13
Two Images of Destruction, vs. 7-13

Israel forgot God. Therefore, the Lord will attack them like those animals that are the sheep’s natural enemies: verses 7-8, “So I am to them like a lion; like a leopard I will lurk beside the way. 8 I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs; I will tear open their breast, and there I will devour them like a lion, as a wild beast would rip them open.”

Image 1: The Destructive Beasts – vulnerability 
It is interesting—though I am not certain of the exact literary connection—that these four animals (the lion, leopard, bear, and wild beast) are found in the seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel, which forecasts Gentile world history from the period of the fall of Jerusalem up to the coming of Jesus Christ. The order is slightly different. Daniel has the bear and leopard reversed. But with this slight exception the passages seem to be parallel. 
In Daniel’s vision the lion represents the kingdom of Babylon, the state that overthrew the last remnants of the Jewish nation in 587 b.c. 
The bear represents the kingdom of Media-Persia, which under King Darius overthrew Babylon. 
The leopard stands for the empire of Alexander the Great. 
The fourth animal, the unnamed wild beast, stands for Rome. Repetition of these four animals in the prophecies of Hosea and Daniel can hardly be an accident, and what it suggests from the perspective of Hosea’s prophecy is that God works through the heathen to cause Israel’s defeat.
The International Landscape Today

God can do the same today. And he will! We look at ISIS, or Russia, or China, or the various Muslim nations, and in our imagined self-righteousness we sometimes feel we have no use for them. They are not godly. We feel that they are only fit for God’s judgment. They are. But that does not mean that God cannot or will not use them to destroy those who have once professed his name but have died spiritually.

Image 2: The Unborn Child – powerlessness 
The second image in these verses is of an unborn child, a fetus, who refuses to be born

Hosea 13:9-13, “He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, against your helper. 10 Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities? Where are all your rulers-- those of whom you said, "Give me a king and princes"? 11 I gave you a king in my anger, and I took him away in my wrath. 12 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is kept in store. 13 The pangs of childbirth come for him, but he is an unwise son, for at the right time he does not present himself at the opening of the womb.”

When a woman’s time comes, a child is expected to be born. This is the natural course of events. If the baby cannot be born, it is unnatural, dangerous, and eventually fatal. This is Israel’s state. Her rejection of God is unnatural, for the one who has been delivered and kept by God should be thankful. It is dangerous because it invites judgment. It is ultimately fatal because God will judge the nation that rejects him.

A Worldly ministry needs to die
Here God says, a nation that is like this needs to die. So it can be said of a ministry. A ministry that has no power from God needs to die. A man that has backslidden and turned to worldly efforts has a ministry that needs to die. He needs to be humbled before he can be fit for heaven.
IV. God promises to redeem us from even the worst effect of sin (death), vs. 14
Ransomed from Death

Hosea 13:14, “Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death? O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from my eyes.”

Or better translated (D. A. Garrett):

“From the power of Sheol I shall redeem them,

From death I shall ransom them.

Where are your plagues, death?

Where is your destructive power, Sheol?”

The metaphor of death follows from the previous passage, in which Ephraim is like a woman giving birth to a breech baby, but it also describes in general terms the condition of national demise and exile. Ezekiel develops the idea of national resurrection further in his dry bones text (Ezek 37:1–14). As in Ezekiel, the message of resurrection applies first of all to the restoration of Israel, but it also looks ahead to a personal, bodily resurrection. Here, as elsewhere, the prophet develops a type. Both national and personal resurrection legitimately arise from the idea that God can restore that which has died.

The Apostle Paul has therefore very properly quoted these words in 1 Cor. 15:55, in combination with the declaration in Isa. 25:8, “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
 Yet Israel must “die” to come alive again. Therefore, YHWH says, “Compassion is hidden from my eyes” (vs. 14b).  The death and destruction of the nation is inevitable that the soul of the nation would be saved.
Without Me You Can Do Nothing
We need to see our need of Christ. We are as good as dead without him. As he says in John 15:5, “Without Me you can do nothing.”
V. Our exile is necessary, vs. 15-16
The East Wind – Return to Exile – Totally Conquered
Hosea 13:15-16, “Though he may flourish among his brothers [rushes, i.e. like Moses], the east wind, the wind of the LORD, shall come, rising from the wilderness, and his fountain shall dry up; his spring shall be parched; it shall strip his treasury of every precious thing. 16 Samaria shall bear her guilt, because she has rebelled against her God; they shall fall by the sword; their little ones shall be dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women ripped open.”

The final image is one that would be well understood by the inhabitants of Palestine: a destructive wind from the desert. It represents the invasion that was to come from Syria.  

It seems so unkind and uncaring, but it is good. We must die before we can be raised from life. Israel would need to suffer the deaths of the most vulnerable through war and terrorism: their children and infants as well their pregnant wives. 
The Rushes of Moses

“Rushes” here is a metonomy for wetlands and pools of water, conditions in which cattle and sheep could thrive.
 It is a picture of Moses being found in the rushes of Pharoah’s daughter’s palace. But because of their guilt and idolatry, they have to return to exile. Though they once flourished in the time of Moses and beyond, they now must go back to their slavery and exile. They must return to their banishment for a time.
Exile is Not Bad
Exile is not all bad. We all need our exiles. We all need our times of suffering. God’s desire and unbreakable will is that all who are chosen in Christ will be brought to glorification. He will sanctify us wholly.
Exile readied the people for the coming of Messiah.

Conclusion
Can you think of ways in which you were exiled and God worked in you a far greater sanctification?
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