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Open your Bible to 2 Kings 2:1-14.  We are going to study Elijah’s final day tonight.  The message is entitled: “Preparing for Life after Death”.

Of course there are many parallels with Elijah and the NT Christian.  As you know Elijah was one of two men in the Bible that did not face a natural death, but was translated directly to heaven, as was the great prophet of ancient days, Enoch.

One parallel of Elijah and believers of all times is that death had no sting for him.  He was translated.  The only other people in the Bible that we know will be translated and not face death are the believers that are alive at Christ’s coming.  

All of us believers will either leave this earth through death or through Christ’s coming.  Either way, for the Christian, death has no sting.  There is coming a day when “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:51-57).  

1 Elijah’s last DAY.
1.1 We need to prepare well for death.  And the best way to die well is to live well.  The world has an entirely different idea of what living well is compared to the Christian. 

1.2 God’s People are not so much concerned about living well but about dying well. And that brings us the last chapter in Elijah's story. From 2 Kings 2 we learn how a man of God leaves this earth well. Elijah doesn't die, but the way he spends his last day is a message to us all. In earlier generations Christians talked about death a lot more than we do now. The Puritans actually wrote books to help each other learn how to die well. Many people want to know how they can live well.  A Christian wants to know how he can die well.  John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, used to say about his people, “Our people die well.”

1.3 God doesn’t need long years to use someone.  In all Elijah’s ministry lasted approximately a brief 20 year span.    It matters not how long you have, but how well you use the time God gives you.  Elijah goes to several places during his last days.  

Elijah knew generally the time period that he would be taken up to heaven.  He is told in verse 1, “And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.”  Elijah would be translated to heaven in a whirlwind.  

We do not know why God put such an honor as this upon Elijah.  We know he was a “man of like passions as we”.  We know that he knew sin and failure.  And yet God allows him not to taste of death.  
1.4 We can guess why God chose to take Elijah this way.  
· God may have wanted to encourage the remaining prophets in Israel to remain strong.  We read in verse 7 that “the sons of the prophets went [with Elijah], and stood to view afar off [by the banks of the Jordan River]”.

· God may have wanted to encourage the faithful in Israel.  He knew more dark days were coming, and he may have wanted to give them a proof of the eternal life that we who are faithful will inherit.

· I think God was pointing to the New Testament times.  Elijah was such a heavenly minded man, that soon enough God brought him there.  We read that we as Christians are to be heavenly minded people in Philippians 3:20, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ”.  We are to live our earthly life with a heavenly mindset.  Whoever said that some one could be so heavenly minded they were no earthly good was contradicting Scripture.

1.5 Elijah’s last days was filled with mentoring.  We read in verse 2ff, “And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3  And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4  And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5  And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6  And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7  And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8  And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.”  
You can see that Elisha would not leave Elijah’s side.  At times Elijah seemed to want to leave him behind, but he couldn’t shake him.  I hope there are Elishas here tonight that will seek out an Elijah, a mentor that you will follow as they follow Christ.  Mature ladies, according to Titus 2:4-5, you are to “teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 5  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.”  One way you can live well is by mentoring.  If you live well, you will die with those who carry on your ministry.

Notice also that Elijah traveled to Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho.  It seems that there were many schools that Elijah set up in northern Israel.  These were schools for the prophets.  And here Elijah is acting as an apostle to them and stirring up their faith and encouraging them.  We find fifty of these prophets following him to the Jordan River, where Elijah would be translated to heaven.  

Elijah must have told these prophets he was leaving because we find them reminding Elisha in verses 3 and 5 saying “Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day?”  
1.6 Elijah’s departure was adorned with a miracle.  Just as God parted the Red Sea for His people to enter into the earthly Canaan land, so God parts the Jordan River just before Elijah enters in to the Heavenly Canaan land.  We read in verse 8, “And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.”  
2 Now we are going to look at Elijah’s last WORDS. 
2.1 Elijah gives Elisha the opportunity to ask anything he wanted of the prophet.  In verse 9, we read about it: “And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.”
2.2 Elisha could have asked for anything—for riches, for fame.  But like wise Solomon, he asked for something intangible.  He asked for something that would empower Him for the Kingdom of God.  Solomon asked for wisdom.  Elisha asks for a “a double portion of [Elijah’s] spirit”.  What are you desirous of?  Do you seek riches and worldly fame?  You seek it all in vain.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:1, “Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.”  We ought to seek and desire to be used of the Spirit and to speak forth His word!  
Notice Elisha asked for a “double portion” of Elijah’s spirit.  We also need to believe that God is going to move in our day as He did in the days of the Reformation when 2000 churches cropped up almost over night.   We look back and we see the Spirit of God is poured out on whole nations.  I want a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  May God raise up men with the spirit of prayer of a Ravenhill or a Tozer.  May God raise up preachers like Knox and Edwards and Whitefield.  We need not look back.  We need to look forward!  With Paul we press onward and upward!  We say with him in Philippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”.

2.3 There were two requirements on being able to have this double portion.  Elijah says in verse 10, “Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.”
· He had to esteem the Spirit’s gifting highly.  It was a hard thing.  It was not a hard thing for God to do, but the idea is that it was too great of a privilege for Elisha to expect. 

· Secondly, he had to be moldable and listen to Elijah’s instructions.  He was not to take his eye off of him.  

God will gift those who ask.  He will use those who are diligent to obey Him in everything. 

3 Finally we see Elijah’s last Journey. What journeys Elijah had been on.  He traveled hundreds of miles across the countryside of Northern Israel.  Now God was going to make his last journey easy.
3.1 Elijah would not die a natural death.  Remember that Elijah had prayed under the Juniper tree that God would take away his life.  We read in 1 Kings 19:4, Elijah “sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life”.  
3.2 I believe as a result of Elijah’s prayer, he got to be taken up in a chariot of fire at the end of his life.  Did Elijah go up in a chariot of fire or a whirlwind?  Well he was taken up IN a chariot of fire BY a whirlwind.  Many believe that this chariot of fire was an angel escort.  The name cherubim is given to those who cry “holy, holy, holy” before the throne of God.  Cherubim literally means “burning ones” and Psalm 104:4 says that God makes “his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire”.  Let me just say that according to 2 Kings 2:11-12, that Elijah was brought up BY the whirlwind, but when Elisha looked up at him, all he saw was the chariot as Elijah was taken from the earth.  Look at verse 11, “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12  And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.”

Are you ready for that Chariot of fire?  The cherubim one day will either call your number or call you up higher to meet the Lord in the air.  

Elijah would not die a natural death.  Instead it is assumed that he would undergo some sort of change on the way up, like those believers found alive at Christ’s coming who are changed on that wonderful Day of Redemption in the air.  There has to be a change for Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:50 “that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption”.  

4 Finally, after Elijah’s last journey, we see Elijah’s final LEGACY. Verse 13, “[Elisha] took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; 14  And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.”

Conclusion:  Where are our sons and daughters?  Will they be saying when you die, “Where is the God of my Daddy and my Mama”?  That is the best legacy to have.  I want to ask you about your fruit.  Are you mentoring your children or others in your life?  That’s all that we are taking to heaven are the souls of men.  Jesus told us not just to proclaim the good news, but to make disciples, Christ followers for Him.  We read in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13  Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 14  If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire”.

What are you building?  Wood, hay, and stubble or gold, silver, and precious stones!  May you live a life that makes people say, Where is the God of [fill in your name]!  If you live well, you will die well, and your legacy will be carried on for the glory of God for generations to come!
