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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of 2 Samuel 21.  This evening we are going to look into the Old Testament presentation of God verses the New Testament presentation of God and see that there is no difference, and that God’s nature is utterly immutable, i.e. unchanging.
We come to a shocking portion of Scripture.  God is omniscient.  He gave this to believers of all centuries including the 21st century, because he knew it would reveal some of our unbelief in Him.  We all love to worship God as long as He fits into our idea of what God should be.  Tonight we are going to consider that there is no difference between the God of the Old Testament and the meek and lowly baby in the manger.

I think you are going to be a little disturbed tonight. What I’m going to preach is going to unsettle your old Adamic self-willed sinful nature.  And that’s my intention.  I want to push you to the brink.  I want to do what Jesus did when he said, “Eat my body and drink my blood or you cannot follow me”.  He chose His words to offend the sensibilities of the old nature.  

We can all embrace Jesus Christ as Lord intellectually as long as He doesn’t tell us what to do in our personal life—as long as He doesn’t invade our comfort zone.  

Now we come to 2 Samuel 21:1-14, and we are now in the epilogue of the book of 2 Samuel which records miscellaneous events years earlier in the life of David that kind of give us a glimpse of David’s life.  There are six events.

1. A famine (21:1-14)

2. An account of David’s mighty men (21:15-22)

3. A Psalm (22:1-51)

4. A Psalm (23:1-7)

5. An account of David’s mighty men (23:8-37)
6. A plague because of the census (24:1-25)

Tonight we look at the famine that was brought on by Saul’s disobedience.  What we are going to see is God’s unchanging nature. We are going to see fierce justice for Saul’s family, and it is a bit unsettling.  I want to see God’s justice to the house of Saul in the Old Testament, and then consider God’s eternal justice to all who are without Christ in the New Testament.  I want you to see that God’s nature is unchanging. The God of the New Testament is just as fierce as the Old; and just as tender and merciful. 
The Name Jehovah & the Name Jesus…
Any time you see the name “Jehovah” or “LORD” you can just as well insert the name “Jesus”.  People want to paint Jesus Christ as the meek and lowly one, which He is, and may His name ever be praised.  But to all who defile His Name by living for themselves, He is the FIERCE JUDGE.  All judgment is given to Him.  The Father judges no man.  Christ’s body is bathed in His own blood as He dies for us, but when He comes again, His vesture will be dipped in the blood of all His enemies.  

John tells us in Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 

The God of 2 Samuel 21 is Jesus Christ

This same Jesus is the One whom we encounter in this account of the famine of 2 Samuel 21.  Let us keep this in mind as we read this.  
Any offense against the Word of God reveals Unbelief.

By the way, if you come to a place in the Word of God that offends you, you ought to meditate on it until God conforms your heart to Christ.  Any offense against the Word of God shows rebellion in your heart.  It shows an unbridled part of you that is not yet in conformity to Jesus Christ.

Until you can say with David, “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97) to every verse of the Bible, then there is some major conformation you need to the image of Christ! 

Look at verses 1-3 of 2 Samuel 21, “Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David enquired of the LORD. And the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites. 2  And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto them; (now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn unto them: and Saul sought to slay them in his zeal to the children of Israel and Judah.) 3  Wherefore David said unto the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and wherewith shall I make the atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of the LORD?”

I. Let us now consider who God is from this text in the Old Testament.  So God has sent a famine because of an injustice to the Gibeonite families.  
Because of the famine, David’s thoughts turned to the Lord His Maker.  Rains do not come and go by chance.  The sun, the moon, the stars, the tides, the winds, and the rain, indeed the whole universe was created by God and continues to be directed by His sovereign determination.  Famines are not by chance.  Neither are earthquakes, tsunamis or tornadoes.  David knew this, and so “David enquired of the LORD” (verse 1a) as to why this famine was taking place.  And he got an answer.  Verse 1b, “the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites”.  
Remember back in Joshua God told Joshua to kill all the inhabitants of Canaan, and the Gibeonites tricked Joshua into signing a treaty to protect them.  God held Israel all these years to it.  God requires us to keep our word and do what we say.  He’s so serious about it that when Saul starts a genocide against the Gibeonites, God does not let it go.  Sometime after Saul’s death, probably early in the reign of the united kingdom under David, God sent a famine.  David was right to ask the Lord what was going on.  God says, verse 1, “It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites”.  
A. David’s Question

So David goes to the Gibeonites and asks what they want him to do.  The Gibeonites knew they didn’t have the authority to put any man to death—but David did.  They didn’t want to be vigilantes, so they waited on God for Him to work through the God-ordained channel of King David.  Eventually through the famine God got David’s attention.

B. The Gibeonites’ Answer

So here is what the Gibeonites requested, verses 5-6, “And they answered the king, The man that consumed us, and that devised against us that we should be destroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel, 6  Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whom the LORD did choose. And the king said, I will give them.”

Verse 9 gives us the grizzly scene.  David gives seven of Saul’s sons.  Saul’s grandson Mephibosheth was spared because of his covenant with Jonathan.  But look at this grizzly scene in verse 9, “he [David] delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before the LORD: and they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest.”

Seven men hanging on the hill before the LORD.  They were to be left hanging there until God sent rain, and therefore demonstrated that His justice was appeased.

All during this time, which was probably several days, we read in verse 10, “And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water dropped upon them out of heaven, and suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night”. 

C. David Buries Saul and Jonathan’s Bones as well as Saul’s 7 Sons

We find that after David heard about Rizpah, he went to the men of Jabesh Gilead who had buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan under a tree there.  There David got the bones of Saul and Jonathan and took the bodies of these seven young men, and gave them all a respectful burial.

And then we read the shocking words of verse 14, “And after that God was intreated for the land”.  

D. Applications.

What does this tell us?  It tells us that God will meticulously judge sin in this life and in the life to come.
Let’s be clear, the text says nothing about the guilt or innocence of Saul’s seven sons.  Essentially, because Saul took out the fathers and children of the Gibeonites, God was requiring the sons of Saul.  

Also, it is quite probable that the Gibeonites perhaps lost thousands and even tens of thousands of Gibeonites in Saul’s genocide, and God is allowing seven to die before He puts His favor back on Israel.

What do we learn about God from this text?
1. God never changes.  This is the same God who came to earth in Bethlehem.  
· Malachi 3:6, “For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”
· Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”. 

2. Even God’s justice is merciful.  God could have wiped out the entire lineage of Saul.  He did so for those from Sodom and Gomorrah.  Even in God’s justice He is merciful.

3. Another thing we learn is that we cannot mix and match what we like and what we don’t like.  Political correctness is a euphemism for UNBELIEF.  It is to say that something is not accepted in our time.  Well, our beliefs are not the consensus of a depraved society.  Our beliefs come from the Scriptures. 

4. Fourth, we need to understand that God keeps a short leash on those who profess to know Him.  Though Saul gave no sign whatsoever of being a true believer, he did profess to know the Lord.  
Application: What does this say to our nation who claims to know Him. According to Operation World, about 85% of people in the United States of America claim to be Christians.
 That’s astonishing.

This year, 1.3 million children will not make it out of their mother’s womb in our country.  Today, in your United States of America, 3,287 baby boys and girls will die in an abortion clinic.  

Recently I read a head line in the paper: “Abortions at a 30 Year Low”!  Imagine if you read in a newspaper in 1945: “Hitler Making Progress—Jewish Executions Down to Only 1 Million”!  What is wrong with America? 

God is a God of justice.  We cannot live the way we are living with out dire consequences.  
II. Now let us compare this text to the New Testament presentation of Jesus Christ.  The message of the New Testament is the same as the Old.  The God of the Old and new are the same!  Jesus Christ is Jehovah.  

A. Jesus Christ’s nature is unchanging.
Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”. 

B. Jesus Christ is as just in judgment as Yahweh of the Old Testament.  How is that?  Isaiah 44:6—Jesus Christ is Yahweh.   

Isaiah 44:6, “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God”. 

Revelation 1:8, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”  He says in verse 11, “I am the First and the Last”. 
God is a God of meticulous justice.  The very language of 2 Samuel 21 is that of propitiation.  It points to the fact that God demands complete justice for every sin committed.  He must or He would cease to be good.  

But here is the good news!  The blood of Jesus Christ will cancel all your sins if you commit your whole life to Him! 

1 Peter 1:18-19, “ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”.

C. What is Christ’s view of judgment?  It is the same as the God of the Old Testament, because Jesus Christ is the God of the Old Testament.  He said “before Abraham was I am”.  John said that Jesus was greater than Him because “he existed before him.”
D. In our knowledge of Christ, there is a certain understanding of what the Bible calls “the terror of the Lord”.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:11, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men”.  Christians understand the fear of being before the High and Holy God in all His glory.  

E. This terror of the Lord is not simply a fear of Hell.  All people in hell fear God in that way but are not saved.

The terror of the Lord is the realization that He is just and perfect, and that He makes no exceptions.  Sin must be paid for.  Therefore there is a deep carefulness and indeed terror of God.  This is not in a sense of not knowing Him, but indeed, in knowing Him as He is in all His greatness and glory.  He is God.  He is far exalted and separate from mankind.  There is a chasm between God and man.  And it must be bridged.  But we must see God in His majesty.
Look over at Isaiah 6:1-8, “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

    5 ¶  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 6  Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 7  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”

The Gospel message is proclaimed in Psalm 2:11-12, “Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”

Philippians 2:12-13 tells us we are to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

Conclusion: There is no difference between the OT God and the NT God.  All who see Christ and know Him also fear Him.  When the shepherds were filled with fear at the mere announcement of His birth.  When Christ rose again, the guards at His tomb “trembled and became like dead men”.  

When John the Apostle saw Jesus in Revelation He fell before Him as a dead man.
Revelation 1:12-18, “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”

We are called to fear the Lord!

Luke 12:4-5, “And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.”
See Him in His majesty, and fear that you are called to be children of God.  You were in the same lot as devils, but He has saved you.  Fear Him.  He could have sent you to hell!  Fear Him and love Him!!
� Patrick Johnstone. Operation World 21st Century Revised Edition (Gabriel Resources: Waynesboro, GA, 2000), 31. 





