Little is Much When God is in it
By Matthew Black, pastor

Bible Text: 2 Samuel 2:1-11

Preached on: Sunday, November 30, 2008, 6pm

 

Tabernacle Baptist Church
7020 Barrington Road

Hanover Park, Illinois 60133

Phone: (630) 289-4110

Website: www.GodCentered.info
 

Introduction:  Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 2:1-11.  The title of the message is “Little is Much When God is in it”.  This is a message of God’s sovereignty and faithfulness.

You know the context of this chapter.  Saul is dead and David is anointed king only over the tribe of Judah.  Another king, Ishbosheth, the fourth son of Saul is anointed king over the other eleven tribes as a puppet of Abner.  David reigned in Judah for seven and a half years beginning at age 30.  Ishbosheth is killed two years later, and David is so content in God’s plan that he executes those who had part in the plan to kill Ishbosheth.   God’s way is always perfect.  He can do anything.  After seven and a half years, Abner turns to David’s side, and David reigns an additional 33 years!  Through it all, David is faithful in each opportunity of stewardship.  

Let’s stand and read 2 Samuel 2:1-11, “And it came to pass after this, that David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD said unto him, Go up. And David said, Whither shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron. 2  So David went up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal’s wife the Carmelite. 3  And his men that were with him did David bring up, every man with his household: and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 4  And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were they that buried Saul. 5  And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabeshgilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. 6  And now the LORD shew kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 7  Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, and be ye valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah have anointed me king over them.  8 But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s host, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; 9  And made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 10  Ishbosheth Saul’s son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. 11  And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.”
David was only to be king because God made him king.  David knew that he was not an owner but a manager, or a steward.  

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 4:2, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  Stewards don’t have to be creative.  They just have to be faithful in managing what God gave them.  

There are several truths that come from this passage that have to do with stewardship.  
I. Principle 1: Ownership.  
A. God owns everything. Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the LORD‘S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.”
Haggai 2:8, “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.”

Psalm 50:10, “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.”

1. We need to be content with God’s management of the timing.  Since God owns everything, He can orchestrate things how and WHEN He wants to .  
David was promised to reign over all of Israel, yet he was given only Judah, and that for 7 and a half years.  David was like us.  He didn’t know the future.  But we read in 1 Chronicles 29:26-27, “Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27  And the time that he reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 28  And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour”.  Since God is the owner of everything, including all the nations, David needed to wait on God’s plan.  Daniel 2:21, "And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings..."
2. We are not called to seek a position, except as God leads us.  We see this in 2 Samuel 2:1-4, “And it came to pass after this, that David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD said unto him, Go up. And David said, Whither shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron. 2  So David went up thither,..”  Verse 4, “And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah”.  Our goal is not to succeed in this life in any earthly way, but to please God and do His will in everything.  If God gives you a position, it is a gift from God.  
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:1, “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not”.  Just as we received mercy from God in salvation as a free gift, we also receive the ministries that God gives us.  Therefore “we faint not”.  It wasn’t my idea to be gifted in one way or another.  

B. God owns every Believer in particular.  1 Corinthians 6:20, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  David was a true believer.  He was not primarily in service to the people of Israel, but in service to God.  We see this in his battle against Goliath.  He was not so much concerned about Israel, but about the true and living God.  Remember what he said in 1 Samuel 17:26, “for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  In the same way, we are not called to make our family or our church great.  We are called to reflect the greatness of God.  We are called to make much of Christ!  God owns us.  Therefore we have one purpose in life: to prove that which is pleasing to God.  To manage our resources in such a way as to give the maximum glory to God!  
II. Principle 2: Stewardship.  Stewardship is managing that which belongs to someone else.  The nations belong to God.  It is God as Daniel 2:21 says that “changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings”.  We like David are simply stewards.  If God wants to install David as king immediately, God could have done that.  
A. You and I are stewards of a different kingdom.  1 Corinthians 4:1-2, “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”  Are you managing the truth that God has given you well?  

B. We are stewards of our spiritual gifts.  1 Peter 4:10, “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

C. We are stewards of our resources and abilities.  1 Corinthians 4:7, “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?”

III. Principle 3: Relationship.  As Christians, we are no longer enemies of God.  God is on our side.  He cares for us as our heavenly Father.  
Sometimes we tend to doubt the promises of our heavenly Father when trials come.  David had this temptation.   2 Samuel 2:8-10, “But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s host, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; 9  And made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 10  Ishbosheth Saul’s son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years”.  
We all have reasons to doubt God’s promises.  

A. Sometimes we fear that God will provide for us.  

David says in Psalm 37:25, “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”

We need to seek God and his promises.  He will provide for us.  Turn over to Matthew 6:25-32, “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
B. Sometimes we fear that we are not doing as much as someone else.  In stewardship, God does not call us to do greater and higher, He requires us be faithful.  God doesn’t call us to fame or fortune, but to faithfulness! In Matthew 25:21, the faithful steward is told something we all want to hear when we see Christ, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”
Fame and fortune were not on David’s agenda.  He wanted to be faithful with what God had given him.  If he had Judah, he was going to be faithful with Judah.  When he reigned over all of Israel for 33 years, he was always faithful even to his enemies!  

IV. Principle 4 is: Lordship.  Jesus Christ is the Lord and owner of all, and we are going to give an account to Him one day. We are all going to give an account before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  He will call into account how we used our time, talent, resources and abilities.
1 Corinthians 3:11-15, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13  Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 14  If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

There are those who are not as careful with the doctrines of the Gospel.   They get the main principle right, praise be to God, but there are loop holes and confusing points.  They lay the foundation of Christ, but they are not as careful in some areas.

I want to call you not only to preach the Gospel, but to live the Gospel.  I want to encourage you to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).  

David was diligent in the Word of God.  He is the writer of Psalm 119.  Psalm 119:11, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”

Conclusion:  We are going to give an account for all that we have.  There are people everywhere who have much less knowledge, much less of the Bible translated, much less ability and privileges.  I’m not asking you tonight if you are great or famous or wealthy.  I’m asking you: Are you faithful?  There is no greater words that we want to hear but “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21). 
