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Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 26.  The title of tonight’s message is “Resting in God’s Absolute Control”.  There are many times in our lives where so much is confusing and frustrating, and we need to hear God’s voice and trust in His Word and “be still and know that He is God”!  Do you trust God’s absolute control of your life in every situation?  We say that God is good all the time, but do you really believe that?  We say that all things work together for good because they conform us to the image of Christ, but do you really believe that?  
1 Introduction.  As we look to 1 Samuel 26, we find David and Saul’s last conversation together.  In chapter 24, Saul had already acknowledged that David would be king.  Yet Saul was driven to continue in his folly.  He was blind and full of himself.  He had sworn never to pursue David again, but as a dog returning to his vomit, so the ungodly cannot help returning to their sin.  So we find Saul again hunting David again on the “hill of Hachilah” in the wilderness of Ziph (verse 1), where David was in chapter 23.  Would David ever be free from the persecution of Saul?  We all know that Saul would be killed in battle not long after this incident, but that wasn’t information that David was to know at that time.  David had no other choice but to have faith in God’s sovereign and good plan for him, which included fleeing from Saul in the wilderness.
1.1 Proposition:  In all of these trials we see David resting in God’s sovereignty.  For David, Saul was like a blinding fog to see if he could walk by faith and not by sight.  We are going to see that David passed the test with flying colors!

This is the essence of the faith that we are all to imitate.  Hebrews 11 merely mentions David’s name (11:32), but certainly 1 Samuel 26 demonstrates the nature of genuine Holy Spirit empowered faith in the heart of a man of God.  O, that God would give us this kind of faith to rest in His absolute control in our lives.
1.2 Locations: Our story takes place in two general locations.
A. In the Wilderness: David again finds himself in the wilderness of Ziph.  This is an area known as the Wilderness of the En-Gedi, where there is both a lush oasis, surrounded by a vast barren desert wilderness with various mountains and caves.
  Some believe this is the very place where John the Baptist preached and where our Lord was tempted of the devil.  
We do not know why David returned there, since the people of Ziph had already given his whereabouts to Saul once before.
  In fact we find out that David hid “himself in the [very same] hill of Hachilah” in Ziph (verse 1) that God had delivered him from in 1 Samuel 23.
  Hachilah means “darkness”, or a place that is hard to see.  At any rate, David thought it would be a good place to hide.  
The Ziphites saw that David had returned to their land, and decided to serve again as Saul’s “Central Intelligence Agency”.  Once Saul found out where David was, he gathered 3000 men, and they all “pitched in the hill of Hachilah” (verse 2).  
Saul didn’t know it, but he was quite close to where David was.  So close in fact, that David and his men could see Saul’s army approaching.  We read in verse 3 that David “saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness”.  So David decides to “send out spies”, in verse 4, likely that very night.  The spies came back and verified that it truly was Saul.  
B. In Saul’s Camp.  That night, David got close enough to Saul’s camp to see Saul himself.  The text is quite detailed about the set up of Saul’s camp.  Verse 5 tells us that his camp was encircled by lines of his 3000 soldiers, and in the middle was Saul laying “in the trench”—or in the middle of this fortification.  The word “trench” has the idea of a circular fortification.
  So Saul had layers of protection, but that wouldn’t help him a bit.  As verse 12 reveals, “a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them”.  
1.3 David’s Nephew Abishai.  David gets back from the reconnaissance mission and asks for a volunteer in verse 6: “Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai said, I will go down with thee”.  Abishai was David’s nephew from his half sister Zeruiah.  Abishai would serve with David for the next 50 years of his life and serve as one of David’s “mighty men” (See 2 Samuel 23:18-19 and 1 Chronicles 11:20-21).
2 The Mission. In verse 7, the mission begins.  Abishai and David head out to Saul’s camp.  They come to the outer layer of sentries, and they don’t even have to sneak past them.  They are all asleep.  Within the camp, not a soldier was on their guard.  They made their way through the sleeping camp and came to King Saul and his uncle Abner, who was Saul’s chief general.  The last time we saw Abner was after David slew Goliath.  We read in 1 Samuel 17:57, “Abner took [DAVID], and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand”.  Now David sees both King Saul and his chief general Abner, with soldiers all around them—and they are all soundly sleeping!
3 David’s Temptation. David is now enticed with a temptation again.  Should he kill Saul or spare his life?  Before we answer that question, let me remind you that David was a man of constant prayer.  He was constantly seeking the Lord.  And I believe this very situation is an answer to David’s prayers, specifically his prayers to God recorded in Psalm 35.  
3.1 Turn over to Psalm 35 if you would.  We read that it is a “Psalm of David”.  We do not know when Psalm 35 was written, but we can imagine that it might have been in this time frame.  
In verse 1, David cries to God, “Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight against me. 2  Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. 3  Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.”  David rejoices in verse 9, “And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation. 10  All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?”  
When David prayed “Draw out also the spear”, David was referring symbolically to God taking a spear and protecting David.  He knew the human weapons of warfare are powerless and vain.  God was his “shield and buckler, and… spear”.  
Never did David imagine that God would actually give him Saul’s actual spear (or javelin).  But there it was.  Verse 7: “So David and Abishai came to the people by night. And behold, Saul lay sleeping within the entrenchment, and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster [PILLOW]; but Abner and the people lay round about him.”

Is David tempted to kill Saul? We know from verse 9, that David wouldn’t even think of it, but Abishai would!  Verse 8: “Then said Abishai to David, "God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day. Now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite him the second time.” In other words, Abishai, David’s nephew says, “I’m only going to need one shot to nail his head to the ground with this javelin”.  

Wouldn’t it have been easy for David to be tempted with revenge and bitterness?  Have you ever been tempted to get even?  Instead David was able to see God’s sovereign hand in his life and to rest in God’s sovereignty.
3.2 Application:  Are you able to see God’s sovereign hand in the fog of difficulties in your life?  James tells us to be encouraged when we go through trials because God is making us strong so that we can end our race well.  James 1:2-4, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”.    The goal for David was not to end his trial (by ending Saul’s life), but to grow and change and mature as a man after God’s own heart.  Is your goal to change your circumstances or to change the people around you?  If you are married, are you trying to change your spouse?  I hope not!  God brings you trials so that YOU will be changed into the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:28-29).  You can count it all joy because even the worst of circumstances will be for your good!  

David sees Saul, and he doesn’t want to take that javelin and shove it into his skull!  He surrenders totally to God’s will and entrusts himself to God in the very middle of an entire army that could awake at any time.  Was David afraid?  No he was not.  Neither should you fear!  God tells us in Isaiah 41:10, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”  

Let’s sing the third verse of 412, “How Can I Fear?”
4 Listen to David’s Testimony.  Verse 9, “And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD’S anointed, and be guiltless? 10  David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 11  The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD’S anointed”.  David gloriously rests in the sovereignty of God to end Saul’s life.  
Application:  A great truth comes out of David’s words.  God is in TOTAL and ABSOLUTE control of our lives.  There is not a heart beat that occurs on earth without the permission of God.  There is not a dollar that goes in or out of your bank account without the permission of God.  As a child of God, there is nothing that can harm you without God’s permission.  No one and nothing can touch you or harm you unless God deems it the very best for you.  If you are hurting as God’s child, it is because God is working it in you for your good.  God wants to bend you and mold you to be like His Son.
5 Now we come to David’s Motive.  David wants to Magnify the Lord!  Verse 11b, this idea comes to David, given to him by the Lord, and he says to Abishai, “I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 12  So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul’s bolster; and they gat them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them.”

Verse 13-14, “Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of an hill afar off; a great space being between them: 14  And David cried to the people”.  Here was a graphic illustration of God’s absolute control over not only a situation, but an entire Kingdom, and David wanted Saul and his entire army to see it.  

Application: When you suffer through trials and hardships, do you complain?  Does the world hear you belly aching?  Or are you giving thanks and praising the Lord in all things?  
We have no reason to complain about anything in this life, because there is coming a day when every heart ache and every tear will be wiped away.  But right now we are called to suffer with Christ so that we can be conformed to Christ.  Turn over to Romans 8:18.  We know that as Christians, that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).  We have NOTHING to complain about. But look at verse 17.  It says we are “joint–heirs with Christ”, but there is a conditional statement.  We show that we are joint hears with Christ, “if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”  And then Paul says in verse 18, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”  We can suffer through trials rejoicing in God knowing that one glorious resurrection day, Christ is coming again, and our bodies will be redeemed!  

Now I want you to see that like David, people need to see you trusting in the absolute sovereignty of God.  That is why there are so many commands in the Bible to “rejoice” and “give thanks”.  

· Are people saying bad things about you? Jesus says in Matthew 5:11, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven”

· Jesus said in Luke 10:20, “rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

· Paul writes from a prison cell in Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.”

· And in 1 Thessalonians 5:16, “Rejoice evermore”. 

· Peter says in 1 Peter 1:5, we are “kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ”.
· Listen, with so many blessings we need to listen to the Apostle Paul who told us in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

There is no place for complaining or whining or fussing in the Christian life.  We need to rejoice in all things, knowing that God is sovereign, and every circumstance in our lives has a glorious purpose!!  Instead give glory to God!  Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  As David said in Psalm 34:3, “O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.”

6 David’s Rebuke.  I love this.  Watch Abner squirm.  Verses 13-16, “Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of an hill afar off; a great space being between them: 14  And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? Then Abner answered and said, Who art thou that criest to the king? 15  And David said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? for there came one of the people in to destroy the king thy lord. 16  This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the LORD liveth, ye are worthy to die, because ye have not kept your master, the LORD’S anointed. And now see where the king’s spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his bolster.”

Application: Let me warn you who think you have your life in your own hands thinking you can do whatever you want to do.  God can take everything away from you in a moment, just like he did to Abner.  God says in Jeremiah 9:23, “Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me”.  In one second, God could make you a paraplegic.  He could take your very life.  Abner was nothing in the sight of God.  Neither are you!

7 David’s Confrontation of Saul.  Saul recognizes David’s voice in verse 17, “And Saul knew David’s voice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son David?”
7.1 David declares that he has a clean conscience.  He says in verse 18, “Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what have I done? or what evil is in mine hand?”

7.2 He then proclaims God’s sovereignty. Verse 19, “Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If the LORD have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering”.  He says take my life as an offering to God.  But look at his warning, “but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD; for they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the LORD, saying, Go, serve other gods.”  He magnifies God and he magnifies the purpose of God in his life.  God made us not to be great, but to glorify and love Him and to be His people.  David rebuked Saul for not allowing him.  

7.3 He then abases himself before Saul and before the Lord: verse 20, “Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the face of the LORD: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.”  As James 4:10 says, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”

8 Saul’s “Sorrow” for sin.  Saul says in verse 21, “I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly”.  Saul has not only played the fool.  He is the fool.  He has sinned and erred.  Now here is something you need to understand.  
Application:  God does not call us to be sorry or even to admit guilt.  That’s a given.  You can do that all day.  God calls us to repent!!  We need to turn from our sin, forsake it, and purpose never to return to it again.
9 David’s Trust in God’s plan for his good and God’s glory.  Look at verse 22.  David gives Saul his javelin as a reminder of the Day when God will judge us all:  “And David answered and said, Behold the king’s spear! and let one of the young men come over and fetch it. 23  The LORD render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: for the LORD delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not stretch forth mine hand against the LORD’S anointed. 24  And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the LORD, and let him deliver me out of all tribulation”.   
Application: God is good.  God is sovereign.  If you trust in Him, He will one day deliver you out of all tribulation!  There is coming a Day when God will wipe away all tears.  There will be no more pain or sorrow, for the former things will have passed away.  There will be a new heaven and a new earth.  Christ is coming again and will not only deliver us from all tribulation and trials on this earth, but He will deliver us from the Great Day of His wrath to come!  Trust in His sovereign plan.  
Conclusion: In conclusion, listen to the last words of Saul to David.  It reads like a prophecy: verse 25, “Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still prevail.” And so were the last words of Saul to David.  David would be blessed and do great things and prevail.  He wouldn’t work out his own plan, but instead he would trust in God’s sovereign plan for the ages.  So David and Saul both went there ways never to see each other again.  Saul would within a few years die in battle, and David would go on to prevail not just as the greatest king of the nation Israel, but more importantly as a man after God’s own heart.  Do you with David trust in His absolute sovereignty?
� Helpful article on the En-Gedi is: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bibleplaces.com/engedi.htm" ��http://www.bibleplaces.com/engedi.htm� 


� 1 Samuel 23:19, “Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?”


� Remember that back then, Saul had just about captured David, but he was called to war against the Philistines, so he had to stop “pursuing after David” and go to war (1 Samuel 23:28).  





� “Trench” (04570 lgem maægal mah-gawl’, as found in 1 Samuel 26:5) is a word that can be translated “circle” or “entrenchment”.  





