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Introduction:  Open your Bibles to 1 Samuel 24. Tonight we are going to find that there are no shortcuts to godliness.  God is sovereign and He can sanctify us using any means he wishes.  There is no other way to being conformed to Christ’s image than death to self.  We must not seek the way of instant gratification.  The Bible says that we must “count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience” (James 1:2-3).  That means that we need to patiently endure the trials and hardships in our life in a manner that reflects and glorifies God.  The road of sanctification is difficult, but it is necessary.
When hardships come, we ought to resign ourselves to the powerful and merciful hands of God.  We are often tempted to try and shorten our trials, but we must remember the words of Peter in 1 Peter 4:12-13, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”  
The title of our message is “No Shortcuts to Godliness”.  Tonight we find David in the wilderness of Engedi.  Engedi is a place much like the Christian life—it is a place of hard rocky wilderness and also lush oasis with fruitful vines all around.  It is here that David is   hiding from Saul in a fiery trial of his faith.  He has an amazing opportunity to get a fast track to being the king and to end the time of his suffering by killing King Saul.  But he resists, even though he knows that means he must go on suffering and receiving Saul’s persecution.  
Let us stand out of respect for God’s Word and begin by reading 1 Samuel 24:1-7, “And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi. 2  Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats. 3  And he came to the sheepcotes [SHEEPFOLDS or SHEEP PENS] by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet [i.e. TO SIT DOWN AND RELIEVE HIMSELF]: and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 4  And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe privily. 5  And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul’s skirt. 6  And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD. 7  So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way”.
[Prayer for God’s guidance]

What we are going to find out tonight is that trials are not there to hurt us, but they are truly for our good.  

Those who were after David to do him harm were actually doing him good.  It is a principle in Scripture that what our enemy intends for evil, our God intends for good (Genesis 50:20).
The question tonight is, how can we live godly in trials? We are tempted to cut them off and cut them short, but instead we want to receive them as the will of God.  How can we do that?  

I. First of all, like David, we must show Mercy to those who would do us harm (verses 1-8) because they are actually working as God’s instruments to sanctify us.  It is easy to become angry or bitter against the hard circumstances of life or against people who might treat you unjustly.  We cannot allow that kind of anger or bitterness in our lives, because we are ultimately aiming not at unjust people or difficult circumstances—they are just the instruments—we are ultimately aiming our anger at the One who “worketh all things after the counsel of His own will” (Ephesians 1:11).  
Instead of being angry, we must return good for evil.  This world’s harm will always work for our good.  All the evil we suffer is simply an instrument of our sanctification.  We know that “all things”—every trial, every headache, every unjust criticism, every confusing circumstance, and any unjust action against us will “work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” that we might be “conformed to the image of his Son” (Romans 8:28-29).  

Let’s see how this principle of mercy works out in David’s life.  The last time we saw David, he was surrounded by Saul’s army in the wilderness of Maon, with his life about to be ended by Saul.  He was literally between a rock and a hard place with no route of escape.  You remember that God raised up the nation of the Philistines to fight against Israel in order to release David from being harmed.  Saul was forced to leave and fight with the Philistines. Now David flees with his men for refuge from the border of the Philistines in the west, and he goes as far east as he possibly can go—to the very edge of the Dead Sea in a place called the wilderness of Engedi.  As I said there is both lush land and hard rocky land in this wilderness.  
A. David was simply seeking Refuge for his life.  He fled to the caves of Engedi called the “Rocks of the Wild Goats”.  It was the most desolate place in the entire region.  The land was nothing but rocks and caves and it was utterly uninhabitable for anything but wild goats.  There was one good thing about the place: there were hundreds of caves for David and his men to hide in.  David is resting with his band of men in one of these caves when an amazing thing happens: Saul enters David’s cave!  Now David’s got to get ready for a sanctifying experience!  Will he end the trial on his own terms?  Let’s find out.  So David is seeking refuge for his life, but…
B. Saul is seeking the Removal of David’s life.  Saul is relentless!  After defending the land of Israel against the Philistines, he is right back again with three thousand men seeking to destroy David’s life.  But by the providence and sovereignty of God, Saul feels the urge to relieve himself just as he is passing by David’s very cave.  In order to do this, he must leave his weapon and his royal robe at the entrance and go deep into the cave where he would be totally vulnerable and unarmed while David and his 600 men are armed and ready.  

Out of all the caves in the area, Saul chooses the very one where David is hiding. Saul cannot see anything because of the contrast of going from the blinding sunlight outside to the severe darkness of the cave.  Saul is now alone and completely vulnerable. What a situation!  What an opportunity to show mercy to his enemy.  But David’s men have a different plan.  They believe they know what God’s will is.  
So David is seeking refuge for his life, Saul is seeking the removal of David’s life, and…

C. According to verse 4, we find that David’s men want Retribution against Saul’s life.  They see that David is in a situation where he can become king immediately!  They cry out “Behold the day!”  This is the day they had been waiting for!  David’s men see these amazing circumstances as the divine “green light” to take Saul’s life.   Look at verse 4a, “And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee.”
But David wasn’t thinking about what seemed good to him.  He wanted God’s glory.  David’s men on the other hand, were thinking in a carnal fashion.  To David’s men, it seemed right for David to take the life of the king.  After all, out of all the hundreds of caves on that rocky plain, Saul could enter, he chose David’s cave.   With just one stroke of his sword, David would become the undisputed king.

Application:  David’s men were no different than people today.  We are tempted to want to shorten our trials for comfort.  We are often tempted with the desire to have immediate gratification. Today we want our microwaves, cell phones, and instant credit.  Our comfort is often the enemy of our sanctification.  Instead of dying to self, we fall into getting what we want when we want it.  
The impulse to have “what you want when you want it” also tempted David.  Think of all that David would have gained had he killed King Saul
.

· He would have become king.
· He could finally settle down with his family in peace and safety.

· Israel was suffering militarily and economically.  David could solve these problems.  

· The nation would welcome him as a hero.

Instead of living in his own world of comfort, David lived in the constant awareness of God’s sovereignty and power.  It was only the constant awareness of God’s absolute control that kept him from personal ambition and allowed him to resign to God and die to self.  
Application:  Let me say again that we cannot seek a shortcut in life!  If we seek retribution or comfort or any other thing to shorten our trials, we may very well gain the whole world, but we might lose our own soul.  Instead, we must resign ourselves to the absolute and unchangeable will of God in our lives.  That’s what David did.

D. Instead of Retribution, David Resigned himself to the will of God.  Instead of cutting off Saul, all David does is cut off the edge of the king’s robe.  We read in I Samuel 24:4b, “Then David arose, and cut off the skirt [EDGE] of Saul’s [ROYAL] robe privily.”  It is in the very midst of this great temptation, he looks to God and resigns himself to God’s power and plan, and not his own.  God knows what is best.  His way is perfect!  And so, instead of retribution, David showed mercy to his enemy.  This truth is all over Scripture.
Romans 12:21 encourages us to “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Luke 6 was written long after David went home with the Lord, but he certainly lived by our Lord’s principles.  Look at Luke 6:27-36, “But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, 28  Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. 29  And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also.”  He asks in verse 33, “if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? For sinners also do even the same”.  And then verse 35, “But love ye your enemies, and do good”.  In verse 36 he says, “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.”  We must show mercy to our enemies, knowing they are the instruments of sanctification for us.
In not shortening his trials, David denies himself of three things that most human beings find impossible to live without: the pleasure of immediate satisfaction, the praise of men, and the comfort of earthly protection.  
1. David denied himself the pleasure of immediate satisfaction.  David repented of even the thought of harming King Saul.  Verses 5-6, “And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul’s skirt. 6  And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD”.   David understood that none of us owns anything, nor do we occupy any authority of our own.  Every possession and every position is a gift from God to use for His glory.  David resigned himself to God’s time for him to be king.  
2. David denied himself the praise of men.  He did what was unthinkable to warriors of that time.  He came back empty-handed, and then he restrained his men from harming Saul.  Verse 7, “So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way”.  David’s men find his actions unbelievable:  “the men can’t believe their eyes when David returns with only a portion of the robe, and they can’t believe their ears when they hear David’s speech”.
  

David now turns to seek out King Saul to talk with him.  
3. David denied himself the comfort of earthly protection and approaches his enemy face to face.  David resigned himself to the will and power and protection of god.  David is humble in his approach.  David respected King Saul by coming toward  him with reverence.  Verse 8, “David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself.”
II. With David we need to have a Mission of glorifying God by living with a guileless, harmless, blameless testimony (9-15).  This means we no longer live for ourselves, but for the glory of God and for the good of others.  
A. With David, we need to desire a blameless life.  Verses 9-15, “And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? 10  Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the LORD’S anointed. 11  Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt [EDGE] of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt [EDGE] of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it.”  David desired God above all things.  David is not showing off, but he is pressing the need for a blameless life on Saul.  That was his desire.
David’s mission had a second leg to it.  

B. David depended on and yielded to God’s absolute control for his life.  Verse 12, “The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 13  As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon thee”.   David not only desired God, but he had unusual faith to depend on God in the most dangerous situations.  He yielded His life to a sovereign God to do whatever he wanted to.  He was certain that if God wanted, the Lord would avenge him.  Oh, that God would find in our congregation people who are not afraid to let God have total control over our lives, no matter what happens.  
C. With David, we must die to our own ambitions that Christ might be all in all in our lives.  Listen to David’s words in verses 14-15, “After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. 15  The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand.”  David died to himself.  He calls himself a “flea” and a “dead dog”!  
Jesus said in Matthew 23:12, “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”

James said in James 4:10, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”
III. Thirdly, with David, we if we endure trials patiently, we will see God’s Movement on our behalf.  We see God move on Saul in verses 16-22, and here Saul cannot deny David’s innocence and godly life.  We read in verse 16, “And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept.”

A. David’s life moves Saul to contrition.  Saul is not changed, but he is brought to the realization by David’s godly life that he cannot outsmart God and keep the throne from David.  Sadly Saul experiences only earthly sorrow.  Those without God weep for all the wrong reasons.  Living as a slave to sin is miserable.  “The way of the transgressor is hard” (Proverbs 13:15).  Saul weeps because he is empty and broken.  He realizes his time of being king is quickly coming to an end.  The wicked weep because of the hard way of sin.  They weep because they ultimately will never get what they want.
  But Saul is moved to contrition realizing David is right.
B. Secondly David’s godly life moves Saul to confession.  In verse 17 we hear Saul say to David, “Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 18  And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me not. 19  For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away? wherefore the LORD reward thee good for that thou hast done unto me this day.”  Then Saul says it.  He finally admits it.  It is inevitable.  He says in verse 20, “And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand.”   He admits that David’s line will never end.  It will be “established” through David’s line!

C. Finally, Saul asks for compassion.  He says in verse 21, “Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my name out of my father’s house.”  And David made a covenant with Saul as he had with Jonathan, that he would not cut off the house of Saul.  We read in verse 22, “And David sware unto Saul. And Saul went home; but David and his men gat them up unto the hold.” 
IV. Finally, I want to give you several ways that will help you to endure in trials.  David’s trials were quite unjust.  Have you ever been the target of gossip?  Have you ever been treated unjustly?  We must all endure unjust criticism and treatment at times and resign ourselves “to him that judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2:23).  How can we do this?

1. It will help to remember that God is sovereign.  God can easily hold the tongues and actions of people back.  “In Him we live and move and have our being”.  As easily as God raised up the Philistines to attack Israel to prevent Saul from attacking David, so God can prevent any one He wants from harming us verbally or in any other way. 
2. It is important to remember that God’s way is straight and narrow.  He often uses His chastening rod to keep us right with Him and in the center of the pathway of His will.  In the end we are all unprofitable servants who have strayed often from His perfect will and in need of His great mercy.  Remember that “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6).  Difficulties, sometimes unjust ones, come your way because God loves you enough to chasten you.  
3. Remember all these trials in your life are meant by God for your good and sanctification.  It is a principle in Scripture that what our enemy intends for evil, our God intends for good (Genesis 50:20).  Perhaps you have lost something that you have long loved or long depended on.  Remember the words of Job, “the Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the Name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).  He would have you to die to everything that is precious to you, and that you would find Him precious.  He must be your God and your all.  For when every thing in life passes away, and it will—all you will have left is the love of God. And, as Paul says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).
Conclusion:  There is no shortcut to holiness.  God wants to transform us into the image of Christ.  Sometimes he will send Sauls to us to chase us around in the wilderness of life.  Other times he will bring heartbreaking losses and tragedies.  It is all for our good and His glory.

Illustration:  I want to close by sharing the story of Jonathan Edwards with you.  Most of us know him by the amazing works of revival that God brought through him to America.  What you do not know are the tragedies that he went through. 
Just four years after the Great Awakening, tragedies began to strike.  His son-in-law to be, David Brainerd, was a missionary to the Indians.  He was engaged to be married to Edwards’ second daughter, Jerusha.  Instead of marriage, David Brainerd died of what is believed to be tuberculosis on October 9, 1747.  Then, the just a few months later on February 14, 1748, Jerusha, only 18 years old, died after a sudden illness of five days.
While dealing with this tragedy with his daughter, Jonathan Edwards was about to have another with his church.  He began to have the conviction that every member of his church should first show that he is a regenerate child of God.  Up until that time, a person could be a member of his church as long he agreed with the church’s doctrine and had a good reputation.  “Edwards simply came to the conclusion that a born-again experience was necessary--not mere doctrinal knowledge, godly parents or a moral life--in order to have communion.”

His church turned on him.  Over the course of the last four years of his ministry, no one joined the church.  Many thought the standard was too high. His church had a petition made up to oust the man God used to bring the Great Awakening, and on June 22, 1750, Jonathan Edwards was forced out of his pulpit by a vote of 230 to 23. 

From that tragedy, he went to work with the Indians at a “mission post of Stockbridge, on the western border of Massachusetts, where he served from 1751 to 1757. Here he pastored a small English congregation, [and] was a missionary to 150 Mahican and Mohawk families”.
  
In 1758, Edwards was asked to become the president of what is now Princeton University.  There was a smallpox outbreak, and Edwards decided to get the inoculation along with the family that was with him.  He instead came down with smallpox and died on March 22, 1758 before he was able to assume his office.  
His wife wrote a letter to her daughter Esther.  She says, "What shall I say: A holy and good God has covered us with a dark cloud. O that we may kiss the rod, and lay our hands on our mouths! The Lord has done it. He has made me adore his goodness that we had him so long. But my God lives; and he has my heart. O what a legacy my husband, and your father, has left to us! We are all given to God: and there I am and love to be. Your ever affectionate mother, Sarah Edwards." 
The greatest of Christians will have great tragedies and wrongs, but it is the divine plan of God that they will all work out together for our good and for His glory.  As the Apostle Paul, who suffered so much tragedy and injustice, said in Romans 8:18, “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  God’s plan is to conform us to Jesus Christ.  By the grace of God, let us accept whatever hardship or trial God sends in our lives to make that happen!  There is no shortcut to holiness!  
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