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Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 23:19-29.  Tonight we are going to look at a very important principle that governs our lives.  Often in our lives we feel unsafe.  

· Have you ever been afraid you might be harmed by an intruder into your home?  
· Some of you have feared the worst that a person might do to you.

· Maybe you have been afraid traveling in an airplane or in a car.  

· Some of you perhaps have had your life threatened or been in physical danger and harm.

What makes you feel safe?  If it is any other thing than God, it is vain.  It is an idol.  Get rid of it.  God is the one who protects us all.
So what is the answer to fear?  During David’s wilderness wandering David gave us the ultimate answer in Psalm 56:3, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.”

Proverbs 21:31, “The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD.”

Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”

Psalm 33:17-18, “An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.  18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy”.  

Psalm 147:10, “[GOD] delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.”

Proverbs 18:10, “The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.”
How much plainer can the Bible be?  And this was the trust that David had in God. It is the one that we ought to have.  Now we are going to see tonight WHY we should trust in the Lord for our safety.  There are only two principles and a prayer from David’s life tonight.  The two principles are very simple.

I. The First Principle of the Lord’s protection and safety is that if you are one of the Lord’s people: you are safe because God’s Plans always trump man’s plans!  
A. Principle Explained.  If you are a believer, then you are untouchable from anything or anyone that would not be for your good!  You are safe because God’s plans always trump man’s plans!  Regardless of anyone’s plans, God has plans for you.  No matter what man is planning, God’s plans always win.  
B. This Principle is Seen in David’s life.  We read in 1 Samuel 23:19, “Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the wood…” Look at verse 20 to the words of the Ziphites, “Now therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of thy soul to come down; and our part shall be to deliver him into the king’s hand. 21  And Saul said, Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have compassion on me. 22  Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and see his place where his haunt is, and who hath seen him there: for it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly.”
Listen to the Ziphites and King Saul conspiring to take David.  Look at the carefulness of Saul to find David.  He gave careful instructions that his special units were to “take knowledge of all the lurking places where he hideth himself” and Saul would “search him out throughout all the thousands of Judah” (verse 23).  

Saul wasn’t going to find David.  It wasn’t because of David’s great ability to hide himself.  It was because the Lord cared for him.  If you are a believer here tonight, the Lord loves you and has planned your steps.  Not one of them is by mistake.  
C. Principle Taught throughout the Word of God.  God’s plans for your life always trump the plans of anyone else has for you.  
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end [A HOPEFUL FUTURE]”.  

Ephesians 1:4 says, “He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world”.  

Listen to the Psalmist of Psalm 37, probably David who says in verse 1, “Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 2  For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 3  Trust in the LORD and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 4  Delight thyself also in the LORD, and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5  Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.”  Amen isn’t that true?  Look down at verses 23-24, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and He delighteth in his way. 24  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the LORD upholdeth him with His hand”.  

As Psalm 84:11 says, “the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”

Why do you have anxiety?  God is all powerful and sovereign.  He has eternal plans for you.  He loves you, and you can cast “all your care [anxiety] upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7).  

In essence, there is nothing that is not good that can happen to David or to YOU!  He was in God’s hands.  You are just as securely in God’s hands.  
The climax of this principle is seen in Romans 8:28-32.  Turn there would you? “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

No one can harm you as long as you are in “the King’s highway”.  If you are walking on the path the Lord has made for you, you are completely safe.  
As Kevin Bauder (President of Central Seminary) said it this way (paraphrased):
Murphy’s Law is turned on its head for a Christian.  Murphy’s Law is “Whatever can go wrong will go wrong”.  The opposite is true for the Christian.  Whatever happens in your life is for your good.  In other words, if you are a Christian, whatever can go right will go right.  What ever is for your good God will give it to you.  You say here tonight—great, then why don’t I have a million dollars?  If it would do you good, eternally and spiritually, then God would give you a million dollars.  As our text in Romans 8:32 says, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

You are completely SAFE if you are the Lord’s because God has plans for you.  And God’s plans always trump man’s plans.  

II. You are safe in the Lord because God’s Power always trumps man’s power.  
A. Look at this Principle seen in David’s life, back in 1 Samuel 24 to the end of the chapter, “And [THE ZIPHITES] arose, and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 25  Saul also and his men went to seek him. And they told David: wherefore he came down into a rock, and abode in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of Maon. 26  And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that side of the mountain: and David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men compassed David and his men round about to take them.  27  But there came a messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have invaded the land. 28  Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went against the Philistines”.

Explanation:  Do you see the picture of what is happening?  David is in the wilderness of Maon on the side of a mountain.  He’s literally trapped between a rock and a hard place.  Saul’s men have surrounded the entire mountain and have cut off all way of escape.  There is no way out for David and his men.  But there is always a way for God!  God raised up the nation of the Philistines to release David from being harmed.  God’s POWER is so much greater than man’s power!  
We read in verse 28b, “therefore they called that place [THE MOUNTAIN VALLEY THAT DAVID ESCAPED FROM] Selahammahlekoth (SEE-la-LAH-ma-LAKE-oth) [NARROW ESCAPE]. 29  And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at Engedi.”
God brought David from certain death to certain rest.  David and his men went and dwelt at a place called Engedi.  Now that may not mean that much to you, but En-Gedi in Hebrew means “well-watered place, an oasis”.  God can turn a hopeless situation into something more than you can imagine!    God’s POWER always trumps man’s power.  

Now the name of the place David escaped from is called in verse 28 “Selahammahlekoth (SEE-la-LAH-ma-LAKE-oth)”, which means “narrow escape”.  It may have been narrow from David’s perspective, but David’s harm was not even a possibility.  We must see that God’s power is always greater and always trumps man’s power.  

B. We see this everywhere in the Scriptures.  
Jesus said, “Without Me, ye can do nothing” (John 15:15).

Paul tells us in Romans 13:1, “For there is no power, but of God”.

Jesus said in Matthew 28:18 “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”.

Asa confidently prayed in 2 Chronicles 14:11 looking into a vast army that seemed undefeatable: “we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. O LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee.”

King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient Babylon said in Daniel 4:34, “I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35  And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” He says in verse 37, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.”
We read in Psalm 115:3, “our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.”  

If you are in Christ, Ephesians 1:11 tells us, then you “have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will”.  

He that watches over you never sleeps and never slumbers!  

III. Finally, I want you to see the PRAYER of a man who trusts in the Lord for safety.  This is David’s prayer in Psalm 54, that he wrote during the siege of Ziph.   He had no way out, except to look up.  And that’s what he did.  
In this Psalm, we see what we should all do when we are afraid.

In verse 1, we see the context of the Psalm.  Psalm 54:1, “<<To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?>> 
A. David first realizes that God is a God who answers Prayer.  You need to have a heart of prayer.   God is sovereign, but He is a God that works through prayer.  He is sovereign, and He has chosen to work His will through the means of prayer.  David’s begins his prayer in verse 1b.  He says, “Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength. 2  Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth”.  Look at David’s prayer.

1. He has a proper view of himself.  He says, “Judge me!”  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:31, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.”  We are called continually to a serious life that is somewhat introspective.  We are called to walk “circumspectly”.  In other words, before we think God is going to hear us, we need to search ourselves to “see if there be any wicked way in us”.  We need to make sure that we are not “regarding iniquity in our hearts”.  
2. David also had a proper view of his Persecutors, verse 3, “For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have not set God before them. Selah.”  Look at the words David uses of those who want to do him harm:
· David sees their identity.  Lost people are “Strangers”: they are strangers to God, to the grace of God.  They are “strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world”.  They are not “fellowcitizens with the saints and of the household of God”.  

· David sees their capability.  They are his oppressors: this literally means “ruthless”—David is speaking of what they are capable of.  He has a realistic view of what they can do to him.  They could kill him.  They were “seeking after David’s soul”.  

· David sees their idolatry: “they have not set God before them”.  If God weren’t around, they would do what ever pleased themselves.  They have no fear of God before their eyes.
We pray because there is no hope in anyone or anything else!!  We must pray!

B. Secondly, like David, we need to understand that God is a God of Power, verse 4, “Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.”  Notice God’s power is His presence.  “The Lord is with them that uphold my soul”.  David knows he is one of the called.  He is not in this alone.  His power is from God and from all those that are praying for Him.  This is not David’s battle, but the Lord’s.   This is the kingdom of darkness against the kingdom of God.  
C. Thirdly, David is aware that God is a God of Justice.  This is David’s ultimate protection.  Verse 5, “He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth.”  God upholds not only the created order, but also the moral order.  He will not acquit the wicked.  Those that poke their finger into the fire of God’s moral order.  If you put your finger into the fire, it will get burned.  The phrase, “he shall reward evil” to David’s enemies can be translated “he will bring back evil on my enemies”.  God will perfectly reward those who harm His people.  If you live justly, people may take advantage of you.  You cannot fight dirty.  You cannot return evil for good.  You must return good for evil.  The question is asked in Genesis 18:25, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  The answer is yes.  
D. Finally, David is aware that God is a God of Goodness.  God is not only wise, and powerful, but God is good!  He says in verse 6, “I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. 7  For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies.”

Conclusion:  Something is absent here that is astounding.  David never complains that God is unjust.  He is singing God’s praises while he is losing everything.  Do you trust in God’s sovereign plans for you and His awesome power that your life is filled with prayer and not complaining, worry, and fear?  Let us bless the Lord for His power and plans for our lives.  Safety is of the Lord!  

