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Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 23. I want to ask you a question tonight: Is your life characterized by a serious pursuit of God?

We are in a series right now on the life of David.  We’ve been dropping in on David, Israel’s foremost and greatest king.  He was the benchmark of success and greatness in his day.  And it isn’t because of his considerable talents that made him such.  It was his heart—this inner being that pulsated and hungered for God.  He had a serious pursuit of God.  We want to drop in on him and learn from his experiences tonight.  We want to learn what it is to have a heart after God. What does a serious pursuit of God look like? What does that look like in success, and what does it look like in failure—on the job, in the family, and even at play.  What does it look like to have a heart after God?

We all pursue our dreams with a relentlessness.  Paul after recounting his dreams in Philippians 3, says in verse 8, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,”  As Christians our only dream is to please Christ.  But within the Christian life, we all have a certain hope and expectation that it will at times be “a certain way”.  When that doesn’t come to pass, it is somewhat the death of a dream, and we learn to yield more and more all our being to God.  

Have you ever had the experience in life that the dream you had isn’t going to happen?  Things don’t turn out the way you expect it to.  Maybe it was a dream with the family.  You envisioned your family to look a certain way and have a certain number of kids.  But God had other plans.  
Maybe it was the dream of a vocation.  You dreamed and pursued a certain thing, and like Moses you find yourself in the backside of a wilderness wondering what God has in store for you now!
Maybe you had a dream die in your marriage.  You envisioned the person to help you and be there for you.  It is vain put your ultimate trust in earthly things.  Soon after Charles Spurgeon’s married, his wife became an invalid. Where ever it may have happened, we’ve all experienced the breaking of a dream.  This is the very place that we drop in on David.  

David had been anointed to be king early in his life.  He went from a nameless shepherd boy to an acclaimed warrior who defeated Goliath of Gath.  From there he became a respected General in the king’s army.  Then he became the king’s son-in-law.  He was one step away from the throne.  He came right into the king’s family.  Everything seemed to be pushing him onward to take that last step to the throne of Israel.  

David was so close to the throne.  But then something happened.  Saul’s heart became hardened.  Jealousy crept in.  Distrust overtook Saul’s mind.  Saul began to hunt David for no apparent reason.  He threw spears at him.  He hired assassins to kill David.  Saul became obsessed with killing David, so David fled into the wilderness.  And as David fled the path that David thought would take place was diverted.  The path to the throne that God had promised was now a down spiral to seemingly nowhere.  He knew he wasn’t going to be the king anytime soon.

David is thrust into the wilderness, running for his life.  His life is in constant upheaval.  He runs from the Tabernacle at Nob to the land of the Philistines, to the cave of Adullam to the fortress in Moab, and then to the Forest of Hareth.  The entire city of Nob is wiped out for giving 5 loaves and a sword to David.  Saul is tyrant and a madman.  David is scrambling in the wilderness.  We read some of the Psalms David wrote, like Psalm 34 and Psalm 56 and Psalm 23.  We find some very honest prayers with David grieving and trusting in God and even praising God in the darkness!  
In the middle of all this, we also see the weakness of David.  We saw last week how David lied and manipulated Ahimelech the priest, which led to all the priests in that city being slaughtered by Saul.  In fact Saul laid the whole city waste!  

After all of this, David learns and grows and changes.  He learns how to please God and how to respond to these broken dreams.  

This brings us to our text in 1 Samuel 23:1.  David is still wandering around in an area called the forest of Hareth.  He gets some disturbing news that the Philistines are robbing David’s people in Keilah.  1 Samuel 23:1-5, “Then they told David, saying, Behold, the Philistines fight against Keilah, and they rob the threshingfloors. 2  Therefore David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go and smite these Philistines? And the LORD said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. 3  And David’s men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we come to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines? 4  Then David enquired of the LORD yet again. And the LORD answered him and said, Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 5  So David and his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and smote them with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.”
Proposition:  Broken dreams, trials, and difficulties in life give us the opportunity to seek God’s guidance.  Tonight we are going to see the need for seeking after God, and then we are going to see exactly how we are to seek after Him.
I. We need to align ourselves with God’s guidance and wisdom regardless of earthly impossibilities.  When we find impossible places, impossible people, and impossible pressure, we need to have the natural reaction of seeking God.  We need to have a serious pursuit of God.
Look at James 1:2-5, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him”.  The book of James is clear: when trials come, seek God’s wisdom and align yourself with it!  Your highest goal is to forsake your control over your life for God’s control over your life.  
Explanation: We need to understand that one of God’s attributes is wisdom.  God is all wise.  He has all wisdom.   He also has all power.  With His wisdom and power he beautifully works everything out for the good of His people, and for the display and enjoyment of His own glory. This involves countless factors in your life and of all people and events and decisions and all sorts of things that would drown any human strategist, but not God. Even when things look the worst, God is carrying out His perfect wisdom. He never fails, never lacks any foresight, and He never has to estimate.  He is never taken by surprise. He knows all, and plans all, and He loves to display the glory and beauty of his wisdom by accomplishing the seemingly impossible.
That means that God wisdom is ALWAYS right.  You can and should follow Him, even if it defies human odds.  He is all powerful to carry out His perfect will for you.  If you seek God’s guidance and align yourself with whatever God says, you will never go wrong.  That’s what David did.  We read in verse 1, “Then they told David, saying, Behold, the Philistines fight against Keilah, and they rob the threshingfloors. 2  Therefore David enquired of the LORD”.  David enquired of the LORD.  He sought God’s wisdom and trusted His power.  Now understand he had a difficult situation.
A. There are impossible places, or circumstances.  We see this with the city of Keilah.

1. Look at Keilah’s View.
Keilah is located basically in the sticks of Israel, assigned to Judah’s tribe (Joshua 15:44; 1 Chronicles 4:19), near the Philistine border, eight and a half miles northwest of Hebron. Keilah is essentially in the middle of nowhere!  There were really no other towns around Keilah, so there was no one to run to their aid if they were in trouble.  So they had built huge, thick fortified walls around it for protection.  And even though Keilah was an isolated city, it was a very fruitful city, producing enormous amounts of food.  They had bumper crops!  They had so many crops that outside the city’s fortified walls, there was a threshing floor where they could separate the grain with the help of the wind in this exposed area.  
2. Look at Keilah’s Vulnerability,
The Philistines looked at Keilah with its isolation and overflowing food supply and figured that Keilah was an easy target.  The Philistines would swoop in with their impressive iron weapons, and the people of Keilah, who very likely had no weapons, would flee inside their city walls.  That would leave the Philistines there to haul off all of this food and cattle that they had.  
David hears about the attack, and before he does anything, he seeks out God’s mind on the matter.  Verse 2, “David enquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go and smite these Philistines?”  God tells David to go with his men and fight the Philistines and save Keilah.  But David’s men are not convinced of it.  Verse 3, “And David’s men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we come to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?”  They knew the Philistines had weapons of iron that David and his men could not match.  The Philistines were well-trained for war, and David’s band of soldiers was a “rag-tag” bunch!  They were afraid.  This would be like us getting a group from the church to take on the 1985 Chicago Bears in their prime.  So David inquires to God again and asks if he will succeed, and God answers David in verse 4, “Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand”.  Could David trust God’s wisdom?  Could it be that David and his now six hundred men could prevail over the Philistines?  We say with Paul in Romans 11:33, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”  God tells us in Isaiah 55:8-9, “my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
3. Look at David’s Victory at Keilah.
So David and his men walk into Keilah and upend the reigning world champions.  Look at verse 5, “So David and his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and smote them with a great slaughter. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.”  David led a daring expedition to Keilah and delivered these people from the Philistine armies, who were stealing grain from its threshing floors. David and his men prevail, and the Philistines limp off the scene.  In the backdrop of broken dreams, David seeks God’s guidance and aligned his life with whatever God said!  He did so no matter how costly it might have seemed, no matter how unpopular it was, or how uncomfortable it made him.   David made sure to seek and align himself with God’s guidance when everything else seemed to go wrong.  
B. There are impossible people!  There are those who will seek to take advantage of everyone they meet.  There are many people in this world who have no moral compass except for their own gain.  They are pragmatic.  Whatever benefits them is moral.

1. Look at Saul’s Persistence.  Saul finds out that David is in Keilah, and Saul decides that God has finally given David over to him.  This is the ultimate cat and mouse scenario.  Saul is the cat, and David is the mouse.  He has no way out.  He is enclosed in the walls of Keilah.  So David would be easy to nab.  Saul dispatches an army to Keilah, but David gets wind of it again.  
2. But David’s Pattern is clear.  Before he does anything, what does David do?  He says to Abiathar, now the high priest, “Bring hither the ephod” (verse 9).  David asks two questions, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard?” (verse 11).  
God tells David that Saul is in fact coming for him.  So David asks again, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?” (verse 12).  You would think after David’s heroism and amazing deliverance of them that they would protect him.  But no!  God tells David the hard truth.  The men of Keilah will turn on him and deliver him into Saul’s hands.  

Application:  This brings us to another point.  Our guide is not the charisma of men.  You can only trust men inasmuch as they are faithful to God’s Word, but remember that God alone is perfectly trustworthy.  The Apostle John records in Revelation 19:11, “I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”  Christ’s Name is Faithful and True!  He is perfectly trustworthy!  He is the “Amen, the faithful and true witness” (Revelation 3:14).  
As we think of the men of Keilah who turned on David, we ought to think on those professing Christians who turn away from Christ after they claim to be delivered from this world.  There may be someone here tonight, and your heart has turned away from the living God. You are like Lot's wife looking back at Sodom (Luke 17:42).  You can sit here and listen to the Gospel and then go out and love the world’s music, and love the world’s lusts, and enjoy the world’s friendships.  You are willfully sinning against the Lord and trampling under foot the blood of the Son of God (Hebrews 10:29). You ought to fear the Son of God upon whom you trample. God could give you over to a reprobate mind. God may harden you and turn His back on you, and then there will be no hope. Do you not understand that the Lord is coming soon “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8).  Judgment will begin at the house of God.  It will begin among the false professors of Tabernacle Baptist Church.  If you say that you know Christ, and then give every indication that you do not know God, you mock Him. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:7-8).  You need to once and for all follow Christ for yourself—not for show—not for people to praise you—but because you are unclean and filthy, and your life stinks in God’s nostrils. He could send you to hell this very hour. God will not be mocked. “Whatever a man sows that shall he also reap”. If you say you know Christ but your heart is filled with this world’s lusts and treasures, then you are laughing at God’s commands.  You are sitting in the seat of the scornful.  The men of Keilah turned on David.  If you profess to know Christ, you ought never to look back at Sodom!  “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).  

Now we see how David, unlike the men of Keilah, was always prepared to listen to God’s voice and follow Him.  That is why we see him aligning himself with God amidst impossible pressures.

C. Thirdly, we need to align ourselves with God’s guidance amidst impossible Pressure!  When it became evident that the people of Keilah were going to turn David and his men over to Saul, David obeyed God and withdrew into the wilderness of Ziph.  
We read in verse 13, “Then David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, and went whithersoever they could go.”  Then in verse 14, “David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered him not into his hand.”  
So David leads his men—all six hundred of them—out of the comfort and ease of this fortified city, this oasis of Keilah and eventually hid out in an area to the east called the desert of Ziph where he and his men could hide out in caves and behind hills.  David eluded certain death that awaited him had he stayed in Keilah.  This was David’s pattern of seeking God’s guidance and aligning his life with it no matter how uncomfortable or difficult.  
How uncomfortable it must have been for David!  What pressure!  “Every day” Saul was pursuing David.  Saul had an undying energy to harass him and wanted to destroy him.  David sought God’s guidance, and David carefully listened to God and was kept just barely out of Saul’s reach.  David barely slipped out of Saul’s fingers day after day.  David was wise to keep aligning his life with God’s wisdom.  We are wise to do the same!  God can see things that we cannot see!  

Illustration: Recently I went to a Cub’s game—not the professional team, but Jonathan Klikas’s Little League team, where his dad Mike Klikas is the head coach.  It was neat not only to see how Jonathan played, and he did very well, but also how his dad coached.  One of Mike’s responsibilities is to be the third base coach when Jonathan’s team is hitting.  His whole job is to get these seven and eight year old kids’ attention when they’re near second.  That’s a big job in and of itself.  But once he gets their attention he tells them what to do based on where the ball is.  He tells them whether they should stay at second, whether they should come to third, or whether they should round and go to home plate.  Now when they listen to Mike they usually stay safe.  You see Mike can see the ball and he can see the level of danger.  He can see what they can’t see.  
Application:  Do you realize that God could see what David couldn’t see?  You may be in God’s refining fire.  It may be a situation of impossible pressure!  

In the light of impossible pressure, David aligns himself with God’s wise counsel, no matter the cost, no matter the comfort level, no matter whether it is popular or not.  David follows God regardless of the pain he feels in his life.  We would do well to heed the example of David! 

Puritan Thomas Manton said, “how careful should we be to [study the lives of] such as…go before us as examples of godliness, and provoke us by their strictness, heavenly-mindedness, mortification, and self-denial, to more love to God, zeal for his glory, and care of our own salvation.”  It is God’s will for us to suffer at times.  Let us take this suffering with thankfulness knowing that we are not getting anything close to what we deserve.  We can be sure that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).  
The greatest fool in the universe is always at our ear when our emotions are raw and hurt.  He stands there offering us the kingdoms of comfort if we will simply bow down and worship him.  We must reject the Satanic thinking that it is somehow not God’s will for us to suffer.  In those moments, we must remember that it is often God’s perfect and acceptable will for us to suffer in this life.  Jesus said in Matthew 10:24, “The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.”  As Jesus did, the children of the kingdom are called to fast and to weep and to mourn.  The sacrifice of tears and sorrow are the fruit of mortification and death to self.  Christ calls us to a cross!  Should we think that any of us will go to crucifixion without tears?  We will all suffer in this life.  My challenge to you is to suffer in a way that is glorifying to God.  When you are squeezed, give out the fruits of love for your enemies, kindness to those who hurt you, and joy in God that can never be taken away, no matter how much pain you experience!
If you are not living in trials or you have no broken dreams, you should be practicing aligning your life with God’s wisdom.  One day you will be faced with broken dreams from a human standpoint.  Your first reaction must be to seek the wisdom of God in trials.  You need to know what is honoring to God and wise for you.  Seek God’s wisdom!
So you say, good, I want to seek God’s guidance, but how?

II. Let’s look now at how we seek God’s guidance.  David went to one of the God given sources of guidance in his day.  One specific avenue of receiving God’s guidance in this time was the ephod of the high priest which held the Urim and Thummim.  We see this in verse 6, “And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand.”  Abiathar had now joined David with this ephod.  When David needed wisdom as to whether he should fight the Philistines, he sought God’s will using the ephod. In Numbers 27, God laid out the ephod as a way for knowing God’s mind in certain matters.  The ephod was a garment that the priests wore that contained 12 precious stones for the 12 tribes of Israel.  Within the ephod of the high priest was the Urim and the Thummim, which means “revelation and truth”
.  We are not exactly sure what exactly it looked like, but it may have been a single stone of two colors.  If someone sought guidance from God, they could go to the Urim and Thummim.  Now this seems to us superstitious, like a sacred flip of the coin, but this was a sacred and God-ordained way to seek God’s will.  There were no printing presses.  Many of the people were illiterate.  We read in Hebrews 1:1, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son”.  So in David’s day, God used a priest with an ephod as His go-between to give guidance.  The person had to come in faith trusting that God would give His mind on that matter. In the early New Testament times remember the apostles put Matthias in Judas’s place by a pulling of lots.  This shows that they trusted in God’s absolute sovereignty in all things.  
A. Today, we seek God first of all through His Word.

Now today we do not have an ephod or an Urim and Thummim, literally, the “revelation and the truth” as far as a precious stone that will tell us God’s will.  No, we have something much more precious—we have the precious Word of God “that liveth and abideth forever”, and it is the “only rule of faith and practice”.  It is “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  We need nothing else but the sufficient Word of God with the Spirit of God ruling over our heart.  We must come in faith trusting that God has already given His mind on each matter.  
When we come to know Christ, he becomes the Lord and Master of our life.  His Spirit comes to dwell in us.  And we are eternally one with Him.  And in that, something miraculous happens.  Our ears for God are cleaned up and opened.  Our eyes can see.   His Word, which was so dark to me before, becomes a revelation: “a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).  As we read it, the truth burns within our hearts, and we worship.  

B. We need to also be humbling and softening your heart before God in prayer.  Find a solitary place to do this.  You also have the Word of God.  I would encourage you to read through the Bible and apply it to your life.  I cannot make you read the Bible.  You have to be totally convinced that without it your life is doomed.  You cannot have Spirit guidance without a regular prayer life and an addiction to the Word of God.  You can talk with God, and He can truly talk to you!  This is not something that a Christian does every day, but it is your life!
No matter where we are in life, we must align our life with God’s eternal unchangeable Word!  We must align our hearts with God through prayer.  
C. Finally, remember God’s Promises.  In 1 Samuel 23:15-18 we find the very last time David will see Jonathan on this earth alive.  In the midst of confusion and difficulty, God sent David’s best friend to remind him of God’s promises.  “And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood. 16  And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. 17  And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth. 18  And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house.”

David would be king!  David would reign over Israel.  He would in fact be Israel’s foremost and most revered king in all of history.  And you, no matter what you are facing are a joint hear with David’s son, the Messiah, Jesus Christ!  Do not live for the fading promises of this world, but for that which is to come.  

Conclusion:  Let me close by challenging you pursue God by reading His Word for your life.  Don’t read it for knowledge, but as a love letter written to you.  Read it as God’s Word to you personally.  He wrote it for your heart, for your relationships.  God still speaks today.  He is alive.  He is loud and clear.  His sheep hear His voice and they follow Him!  And you ought to pursue God in fervent prayer.  Even if you don’t know what to say, “Be still and know” that He is God!  If you “hunger and thirst after righteousness” you will be filled.  If you “seek me” God says, “you will find me” if you “search for me with all of your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).  Is your life characterized by a serious pursuit of God?  Our seeking and submission to God’s wisdom is the ultimate fruit of a converted heart.  If you are seeking Him, rejoice, for your reward will be more than you can imagine.  1 Corinthians 2:9, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”
� According to Jerome—this is seen the Latin translation (Vulgate).





