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Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 22.  Tonight we come to a tender scene in the life of David and the radical selfishness of Saul.  We are going to compare a self-focused life and a God focused life.  We are going to look at David, who is caring for his family in the wilderness, and Saul and Doeg who are willing to destroy any one or anything that gets in the way of their self-focused agenda.  
[Prayer for Guidance] 

I. So let’s look at the life of David, a man who lived a God-focused, heaven centered life.  

A. A God-centered life is self-sacrificing.  Here we see the progress of David’s troubles.  When we serve God, we need to understand that life will often get harder not easier.  The Christian life is not a bed of roses.  
Rain or shine, David was a faithful man.  David was a man of honor.  He honored his father and mother, even when it seemed to be impossible.  We see David’s humanity in all of this.  He has family responsibilities even while his life is being hunted.  
We read in verses 3-4, “And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab: and he said unto the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth, and be with you, till I know what God will do for me. 4  And he brought them before the king of Moab: and they dwelt with him all the while that David was in the hold.”

“Mizpeh” literally means “watchtower” (Jamison, Fausett, and Brown), and it is said that there was a fort or a hold there.  While David had protection in this fortress, the King of Moab himself took David’s parents under his care.  

Explanation:  David takes his father and mother down to Moab and asks the king of Moab to care for them while he is being pursued by Saul. How is it that David has such close relations with Moab?  Well, remember that David's great-grandmother was Ruth the Moabitess. He has Moabite blood in his veins.

By the way, remember David's great-great-grandmother was Rahab the Canaanite harlot. If you want to take a purely objective view of this whole issue, David had the worst possible bloodline for a Jewish king. God deliberately chose David to be king of Israel. He is telling Israel loud and clear that it is the desire of a man's heart—not is heredity—that counts with God.

So David left his parents there in Moab because of his blood ties to the Moabites, and he returned to his stronghold, not to the cave Adullam, but probably to a major cave fortress in Moab.  

David was thinking of others when his own life was in danger!!  That is a God-focused life.  Totally self-sacrificing.  
Illustration: Two powerful illustrations of God protecting the lives of radically self sacrificing men are John Wycliffe and Martin Luther.  John Wycliffe was tried three times for holding to the Word of God above the words of the pope.  He was radically God-focused.  He was willing to sacrifice himself for the right proclamation of the Word of God.  He feared no pope or king.  Three times he was tried at the court of inquisition and three times God preserved his life!  Many stood with him because he was a God-focused man.  To God’s glory, John Wycliffe died a natural death.  Martin Luther stood with God at the Diet of Worms.  He was on trial before the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V of Spain.  He also gave himself for the truth of the Word of God.  All he had to do was deny the truth and authority that the Scriptures have over people’s lives.  Luther said to the King, “Unless I am convinced by proofs from Scriptures or by plain and clear reasons and arguments, I can and will not recant, for it is neither safe nor wise to do anything against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.  Luther sacrificed himself, but God in His providence protected Luther by Fredrick the Wise who was the Prince of Saxony.

Application:  We get so focused on our lives that we forget that serving others is serving God.  This specifically applies to parents.  We read in 1 Timothy 5:4, “But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.”  Again Paul goes on to say in verse 8, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
We should honor our parents whether they are near or far.  If they are near, we should do all that is within us to spend regular time with them.  If our parents are far away, we should call and write them regularly.  Is there someone here tonight, and you have let many months roll past without showing your love and loyalty to Mom and Dad.  You may be very busy in your life, but your mother and father are probably much less busy than you.  You may never think of your parents, but it is probably that they think of you.  If you have the privilege of having one or both of your parents still living, don’t make them wonder if you still love them!  Your words mean more to them than you can ever imagine.  

Transition:  Be faithful and loyal to your family and friends.  Always be looking out for others even in your hard times.  This is a God-focused life.  
B. Secondly, a God-focused person seeks for radically God-focused friendships.  The birds of a feather flock together!  
David at this time actually has three people that help him in God’s plan: the king of Moab, and two others from his own country: the prophet Gad, and the new high priest, Abiathar.  But the one who God sent to David was a gift of friendship from heaven.  We read in verse 5, “And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the hold [the fortress in Moab]; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth.”   Gad was a man of God that would encourage David’s spiritual life for the rest of David’s life, the next 60 years!  The blessed man does not listen to the “counsel of the ungodly” but surrounds himself with people who love and know God.
God sent such a man to David, the prophet Gad.  The prophet Gad joined David and would remain with him 60 years.  Gad became a royal advisor to David.  

Gad “probably was one of the sons of the prophets that were brought up under Samuel, and was by him recommended to David for his chaplain or spiritual guide. Being a prophet, he would pray for him and instruct him in the mind of God” (Matthew Henry).  The prophet Gad is with David 60 years.  He is actually one of the Chroniclers that records the life of David.  We read in 1 Chronicles 29:29-30, “Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer, 30  With all his reign and his might, and the times that went over him, and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries.”

C. The God-focused is satisfied in God no matter where he is!   David was one of the Lord’s sheep, and he constantly heard His voice and followed him.  Gad directed David to go to the forest of Hareth in Judah, verse 5, “And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the hold [the fortress in Moab]; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth.”  The forest of Hareth is located on the edge of the mountain chain of Hebron.  Some of the Jews of old time have said that David wrote Psalm 23 in the forest of Hareth.
David did not live for this world.  When his focus was on God, he was the person God created him to be.  Because David was a believer this world was not David’s home.  Whether he was in the Cave of Adullam or the fortress in Moab or the forest of Hareth, David knew the Lord was his shepherd.  

We don’t know how many days David spent in this forest on the edge of the Mountains of Hebron.  Certainly he had time to meditate on the Lord.  In this forest, I can imagine David finding a stream and reflecting on his life and writing down Psalm 23.  Let’s read it right now.

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”
David truly was in a valley where the forest of Hareth was, and for him it seemed like a valley of the shadow of death.  But he had no evil or trouble to fear because God was with him.  He was sure that regardless of where he was, he was safe, because God was with him.  We can all rejoice with David and say, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”

Application:  Is your life focused on a location or on God?  Are you hoping the grass will be greener if only I had [fill in the blank]?  Is our portion a location or possessions or even earthly relationships?  No, the Lord is our portion.  The location we focus on is the kingdom.  The Lord told us in Matthew 6:33, “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

II. Secondly, I want you to see what a self focused life looks like by two examples.

A. First let’s look at Saul.  Saul now seems to forget about all other things in his kingdom and dedicates “himself wholly to the pursuit of David” (Matthew Henry).
(1) Self focused people are never happy because they lack satisfaction.  They are never satisfied.  Ephesians 4:19 says the wicked have “given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.”  They are never satisfied.  Saul’s hopes are set on earthly things that can be taken away, so he is never satisfied.  A self focused life is not happy in a palace!  A self focused life can never be satisfied.  Saul cannot be satisfied.  The presence of God has left him.  His desires for self exaltation start raging, and he is eaten up by bitterness, hostility, rebellion, and paranoia.  

Application:  What does that say if you when you allow bitterness, hostility, rebellion to reside in your life?  It shows that you are self focused, and you are going to live a turbulent life.  Do you find yourself often angry and bitter and hostile?  

(2) Self focused people lack direction.  You cannot live a self-focused life and call yourself a Christian.  You see, a self-focused person has no direction.   A Christian by definition is characterized as having a life that is focused on Christ, he is a Christ follower.  They are looking for happiness in all the wrong places, so they are pointed in every direction.

Isaiah 57:20, “the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.”  Self focused people never give anyone the benefit of the doubt, but are always troubled and digging up dirt!
That’s exactly what we see Saul doing.  Saul begins trumping up charges against both David and Jonathan.  We see Saul sitting under a tree in Gibeah with his spear in his hand accuses David and Jonathan of seeking his life!  Verse 8, “there is none of you that is sorry for me, or sheweth unto me that my son hath stirred up my servant [DAVID] against me, to lie in wait, as at this day?”  These accusations are totally false and baseless.  Saul is a wicked man as the troubled sea drudging up mire and dirt with his life.  Saul invented in his own heart that there was a conspiracy against him.  It is just as Proverbs 28:1 says, “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.”  
The Bible shows the stability and focus of the blessed man in Psalm 1.  It says he focuses on God’s Word—“his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”  The Psalmist then gives a stark difference with the ungodly, “The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6  For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”

Like chaff, the wicked have no direction in life, and no direction in eternity.  They will forever be tormented by a purposeless, directionless eternity under the wrath of God.  Proverbs 13:15 tells us “the way of transgressors is hard”.  
Application:  Tonight you are either focused or fearful.  There is no other alternative.  Paul encouraged young Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound [or Literally, FOCUSED] mind.”   God has given us a Christ-focused mind!   
Transition:  Saul instead was self-focused and filled with bitterness, resentment, and fear.  He was projecting what he was on everyone else.  He was constantly conspiring, and so he thought everyone else was conspiring against him.  

B. Now I want you to see another self-focused man by the name of Doeg.  Saul was looking for someone to inform him on David.  None of the men of Israel stepped forward, but Doeg, the Edomite was happy to give a report.  
We read again in 1 Samuel 22:9-10, “Then answered Doeg the Edomite, which was set over the servants of Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 10  And he enquired of the LORD for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”  
Saul showed us that self focused people have no direction and have no inner satisfaction.  They live after the flesh.  

(3) We see now through Doeg, that self-focused people love self-promotion.  They seek the kingdom that is now.  They are willing to do what it takes to move themselves up.  Doeg did not mention that Ahimelech was totally innocent.  He knew very well that Ahimelech truly thought David was on a mission from King Saul and that is the only reason he helped him by giving him the showbread in the Tabernacle and the sword of Goliath.  Doeg was willing to sacrifice Ahimelech and anyone else to that he could get what he wanted.
Doeg appeared to everyone to be uncovering an internal coup for the throne of Israel.  But Doeg was shading the truth to promote himself.  
Application: There are many people in the Bible who lived a lie.  Demas was a companion of the Apostle Paul.  Paul even commended him as a fellow laborer in two places in the Bible (Philemon 1:24 and Colossians 4:14).  But we read something very insightful in 2 Timothy 4:10.  Paul says, “Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world.”  Demas loved literally “the world that is now”.  
Illustration:  I was driving yesterday and it hit me what a sham all the smiles on the billboards are.  Someone was running for an office.  Someone was selling some product.  Everyone on the billboards are smiling.  What a sham.  God focused people do not live for the here and now.
(4) Doeg shows us another trait of a self-focused person: self-preservation. Doeg is exactly the opposite of the man who abides in the presence of God in Psalm 15.  We read, “who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 2  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 3  He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 4  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 5  He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

We find out in 1 Samuel 22:11-16 that Ahimelech is called before Saul’s “kangaroo court” and Doeg could have set the record straight at any time.  But instead, Doeg stays silent.  You know you don’t have to speak to lie.  Sometimes, you just need to say nothing at all!  That’s what Doeg did.  He took a “reward against the innocent” (Psalm 15:5).  He used Ahimelech’s ignorance as a way to move up.  

Look at 1 Samuel 22:11-16, “Then the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, the priests that were in Nob: and they came all of them to the king. 12  And Saul said, Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And he answered, Here I am, my lord. 13  And Saul said unto him, Why have ye conspired against me, thou and the son of Jesse, in that thou hast given him bread, and a sword, and hast enquired of God for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? 14  Then Ahimelech answered the king, and said, And who is so faithful among all thy servants as David, which is the king’s son in law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in thine house? 15  Did I then begin to enquire of God for him? be it far from me: let not the king impute any thing unto his servant, nor to all the house of my father: for thy servant knew nothing of all this, less or more. 16  And the king said, Thou shalt surely die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father’s house.”

(5) The final characteristic of a self-focused person finally is they have an uncontrollable ambition and self exaltation.  Saul wants the kingdom all to himself.  He is ready to kill everyone who is in his way.  Mere association with David was a crime in the eyes of King Saul.  
Ironically, remember at this time, David is doing all that he can to preserve life.  He’s going to great lengths to protect the innocent, to hide his family in Moab.

Meanwhile, Saul and Doeg could care less about preserving life.  They will gladly destroy everyone in the path of their ambition.
We continue in 1 Samuel 22:17-19, 

· Here we have an instruction from King Saul: “And the king said unto the footmen that stood about him, Turn, and slay the priests of the LORD;” (verse 17a).

· Then a false accusation from Saul: “because their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled, and did not shew it to me” (verse 17b).
· Then we have a repudiation from the king’s servant’s.  They won’t do it!  They won’t touch the Lord’s anointed priests (verse 17c). “But the servants of the king would not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of the LORD.”  Saul’s servants were faithful to the Lord and refused to execute the Lord’s priests.  

Doeg had no such pang of conscience.  Verse 18, “[King Saul] said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day [85] persons that did wear a linen ephod. 19  And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and sucklings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword.”

Saul was unwilling to carry out the execution of the Amalekites, God’s enemies, but he utterly destroyed the Lord’s own priests and all the people of Nob.  

A self-focused person ultimately puts himself in the place of God!  

Conclusion:  Are you self-focused or God-focused.  Do you serve others or serve yourself?  
A self-focused person:

· Lacks satisfaction

· Lacks direction—they are like the chaff
· Loves self-promotion

· Loves self-preservation

· Loves ambition and self-exaltation
A radically God-focused person:

· Is self-sacrificing

· Seeks radically God-centered friendships and relationships

· Finds a deep satisfaction in God

What is the focus of your life?  I trust if you call yourself a Christian you find yourself in the God-centered category.   There is a radical difference between the two.  

