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Scripture and Theme: What do you do when you are depressed?  The title of our message this evening is: “Learning to Be King Among the Sheep”.  Open your Bible to the book of 1 Samuel 17:1-16 this evening.    

Tonight we are going to be looking at how God’s sovereign plan for our lives converges with the diligence that we pursue the opportunities God has given us.  
But let us meet them for the first time together in the Scriptures in 1 Samuel 17:1-39.  Let’s stand together as we read.  “Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephesdammim. 2  And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. 3  And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: and there was a valley between them. 4  And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5  And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 6  And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. 7  And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield went before him. 8  And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me. 9  If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. 10  And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together. 11  When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.   12 ¶  Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem-Judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man went among men for an old man in the days of Saul. 13  And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14  And David was the youngest: and the three eldest followed Saul. 15  But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 16  And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days.”
[Prayer for Guidance]

Introduction:  There is about a three year period of time from the time David is anointed to be King at 15 years of age, to the time that he is called into Saul’s court to play music.  1 Samuel 16:21 tells us that David eventually became Saul’s “armourbearer”.  
Let’s look at this hidden three year period of David’s life.  What did David do during these hidden years?  Right after David’s anointing as King, he would have gained status in his family.  His older brothers were obviously jealous of him (verses 27-30).  Because God would use David so mightily, he returns David to his lowly shepherding responsibilities.  Three years!  

David teaches us an amazing lesson. Shepherding was a thankless job.  David was alone most of the time and forgotten.  But we don’t find David bitter and resentful that he’s not in a higher position.  David actually influenced the future by preparing for it!  David prepared to be King among the sheep!  How did he do it?

I. First, David knew how to prepare when he was Forgotten.

David focused on three areas of preparation.  We see this in 1 Samuel 16:18.  One of the servants of Saul informed the king about David.  He said, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is with him.”
1. He focused on his musical ability.  David was “cunning in playing”.  What would we do without the 73 Psalms of David?  David learned his musical skill totally unaware that millions of people for ages to come would be singing the Psalms that he composed.  He had no idea that his music would shake the world for thousands of years to come!  We learn in texts such as 2 Samuel 6:5 and Amos 6:5
 that David even invented various musical instruments.  
David chose to please God with what he was given.  What if he would have chose to have a pity party?  Think of where this musical ability took David.  It brought him right into the palace of the King of Israel and into the highest places of influence in the land.

Application:  Young people, you are wise if you will use your learning years to the fullest.  But be sure you give all your talent to Him.  Use it for His praise like David did.  David never thought of playing for the King of Israel.  Actually, he got a demotion because he was used to playing for the King of kings!  

2. David secondly focused on his writing ability.  This servant of Saul said David was “prudent in matters, and a comely person”.  In other words, David expressed himself extremely well.  

Where did this come from?  It came from hundreds of hours in the field, not wasting his mind on useless entertainment, but instead thinking deeply on God.  David remembered his Creator in the days of his youth (Ecclesiastes 12:1).  David thought deeply about all that was around him.
· As he looked to His Father in heaven, he wrote, “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23)

· As he thought of the wonder of his own existence, he scribbled down on his tablet: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139)

· As he looked up into the sky he wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19).  
· As he thought on his own heart and life he wrote, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139).

These were the deepest thoughts of his heart.  He began to take these words and sing them to God.  He learned to form his thoughts during these early years in the field with the sheep.  God used David’s ability to express himself to influence his entire generation and all the generations after him!
3. The third area David grew in during his time with the sheep was his fighting ability.  Not far from David’s field was the Philistine frontier.  Hour after hour, during these shepherding years, David practiced with his sling.  God himself would most certainly guide the stone that killed Goliath.  But David had no fear when facing Goliath because of the hundreds of hours he had spent hitting distant targets no larger than Goliath’s forehead!  1 Samuel 16:18 tells of someone who had see David’s fighting ability.  He described David as “a mighty valiant man, and a man of war”.  The Philistines often threatened and robbed the farmers in Israel.  David was a shepherd that never had a sheep stolen from him.  He was known even as a shepherd who would stand up and fight the Philistines.
Proverbs 18:16 is still true today, “A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men”. 
Now look at the last thing that was said about David by Saul’s servant.   
4. He speaks of David’s spiritual ability.  He made the very greatest observation in 1 Samuel 16:18.  Of David he said, “the LORD is with him.”

David was brought to great influence not because he sought great things, but because he sought God.  God has marked out a course for every one of His children to be “conformed to the image of His Son” (Romans 8:29).  Through daily obedience as we abide in Christ, we can know and enjoy our divinely appointed path of life.  
It was David who wrote in Psalm 16:11, “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”  David’s path of life was the enjoyment of God!  Augustine once said something similar: “Love God and do what you will”.  

My Christian brother and sister, rest assured that God has your life planned.  God chose you from before the foundation of the world, and he will work every detail of your life “after the counsel of His own will” (Ephesians 1:4, 11).  

God will guide you as you let Him.  You must yield to him as David did.  David didn’t get ahead of God.  He was just faithful in giving all that he had to God at each given moment.  He had no idea that as he rested in God’s grace, he would end up in the court of a king!

· And single mother, God has a plan and a path for you.  It is no accident God has chosen to be your husband.  God will give you the grace and wisdom to raise your children. 
· The Christian young man or young lady will find that special someone in God’s perfect time if it is God’s will for you to marry.  And if you are to marry, remember your training for your future mate is occurring RIGHT NOW.  Keep yourself pure and content in God.
· Work pressures will not overwhelm the godly parent who is resting in Christ.  You may be struggling with a job you really dislike, but God is testing your faithfulness before He may move you elsewhere.  
God will guide you and lead you and provide for all of your needs “according to His riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19).   
II. Then, David also knew how to prepare when he was Forsaken.

As 1 Samuel 17 opens, the Philistines are gathered in the Valley of Elah (the Valley of Oak Trees) for a battle with Israel.  The date is approximately 1021BC and David is 19 years old after his three years in the field (after his anointing) and one year in the court of Saul. He has been playing as minstrel on his harp, but he’s also been promoted to be Saul’s “armourbearer” (1 Samuel 16:21).  

It had been 27 years since Israel had battled with the Philistines.  Now the big day had come.  David was Saul’s armourbearer, so certainly he would go with Saul into battle.  The only problem was, no one told Saul that!  When the big moment came to march off to war, David was sent back home to take care of the sheep!
Sheep again!  He had spent three years with the sheep!  Hadn’t he proven himself?  Now after finally getting into King Saul’s court, he sent back down for another test.  We read in 1 Samuel 17:15-16, that “…David went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 16  And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days.”  It would be forty days with the sheep before David would defeat Goliath!  Of course, David didn’t know it would be forty days.  He simply had to “wait on the Lord”.  
How do you deal with disappointing circumstances?  There are only two options: faith or fear.  Faith will lead you to rest in God.  Fear will lead you to bitterness.
1. Let me tell you about Isaac Newton.  Newton went on to become a great theologian and a scientist.  In a 2005 poll Newton was deemed as the one who had the greatest effect on the history of science, even beating out Albert Einstein.
  Isaac Newton experienced a very disappointing life.  When he was about four years old, his father died. When his mother remarried, his stepfather had one request—he didn’t want to be bothered with little Isaac.  For many years, little Isaac Newton lived a mile or two away from his dear mother.  Though he saw his mother on a regular basis, this rejection caused a life-long wound to Isaac’s heart.  
Several years later though, God’s plan would be revealed.  When Isaac was ten years old, his stepfather died leaving a fortune to his mother.  When she died, she left her entire estate to Isaac, allowing him to pursue the studies of theology and science.  He studied the laws of motion and would discover the law that would later come to be known as gravity!
2. We can all give testimony how God turns tragedies into triumphs and disappointments into divine appointments!  I was saved at age 15.  My mother died three months later.  As a result, I moved to Oak Forest, Illinois, surrendered to the Christian ministry there—and the Lord provided for all my schooling through the benefits I received upon my mom’s death. 

Application:  We have a sinful temptation to paint the roads not taken in our lives as more attractive and to see our present situation as a disappointment.  

· What if I had taken a different job?

· Singles ask, What if I were married?

· Married might ask, What if I had married a different person?

· What if?  What if? 

Flee from those kinds of temptations, and understand that you are “complete in him [Jesus Christ]” (Colossians 2:10).  

Romans 8:28-29 still says, “that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son”.  

How do you deal with disappointing circumstances?  David didn’t hang his hat on his circumstances.  He put his whole hope in God, not in how well his life was going!  
You see God is not nearly concerned about your today as He is about your tomorrow!  He tests you today so that you might be faithful tomorrow.  He is using every circumstance to guide us into a practice of more and more holiness!

Take David.  It had been 27 years since there was a major battle with the Philistines.  He’s lost his position for now as musician and even as armourbearer.  He’s sent back to the sheepfold to learn more about being king, but he doesn’t know that!  David thinks it’s about sheep.  God knows it’s preparation to lead a nation.  
Does David complain?  No. David decides to be the very best shepherd he can possibly be.  
A. First, we see that David experiences the power of God in the actions of his every day life that later leads him to greater heights.

Back in the sheepfold, David sees a lion.  He chases it and kills it.  As he stared at the dead lion, he must have been amazed at the supernatural strength and skill God gave him to kill that lion.  Have you ever killed a lion with your bear hands?  David says in verse 34, “when he [THE LION] arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him” Did you catch that?  He caught the lion “by his beard” and hit him and killed him with his bear hands!   The Holy Spirit had empowered him to meet this crisis.  He had a similar experience with a bear!  

B. We see that David also experienced God in the attitudes of his every day life.  That also leads him to greater heights.  
1. David had an attitude of submission.  David was cheering on those who were in the battle.  He wasn’t jealous.  

In verse 20, as David is running an errand for his father to bring food to the soldiers.  We read that “David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the battle.”  David was cheering on those who were fighting.  He was willing to run errands and do anything for the Lord.  

2. But David also had an attitude of service.  David was never one to just stay on the sidelines.  He had to get involved!  

Verse 26, “And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”.  Now skip to verse 31, “And when the words were heard which David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul: and he sent for him. 32  And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine”.

Conclusion:  Do you know we have only one life to live?  Are you experiencing the power of God in your life even in disappointment?  Do you have a servant’s heart even in hard discouraging circumstances?  Are you willing to do anything God calls you to do even when you may have a heavy heart?  Are you willing to spend and to be spent for Christ?

God may have chosen you for a very important purpose that can only come through disappointment.  God’s way of training David to be king was among dirty stinky sheep.  God’s way for you might seem just as undesirable.  David teaches us that we are to enjoy God in the palace as well as the stinky sheep field.  The beautiful palace and the stinky sheep fields are both dumps compared to the glories of heaven.  David’s joy was in God, and in disappointment, David trusted in God’s sovereign plan for His life.  By trusting God David’s valley of disappointment taught a shepherd boy to be a king.  What is God teaching you?  
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� “That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David”
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