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Judges 15:1-8 
"Vengeance is the Lord's"
The Jawbone of a Donkey

Tonight's passage is about revenge. The judge, Samson, will seek revenge tonight for perceived wrongs done. He will extract his revenge from his enemies both by cold, calculating plan and by hot, furious violence. But the story before us tonight is not ultimately about Samson's revenge; it is about the vengeance of the Lord God. Despite Israel's unfaithfulness, the Lord keeps His Word. He will not abandon His people to their enemies. He will not stand by forever and allow His servants to be devoured by the wicked.

Context
The story of Samson resumes tonight with Samson returning to Timnah and to the house of the Philistine girl who was right in his eyes. Apparently his hot anger has cooled and he is now desirous to consummate his marriage with the Philistine. He comes with a token of forgiveness and peace, a young female goat, a gift for his bride. Alas, however, peace and forgiveness were not on the Lord's agenda. The Lord had raised Samson up to begin to deliver His people from the Philistines, and to this end Samson's life has been aimed.
Coming to her father, Samson expresses his desire to be with his bride. The father, however, would not allow it, seeing that she was no longer Samson's wife. She had been given to another. Thinking that Samson hated the girl for her betrayal, the father gave her in marriage to one of Samson's groomsmen, likely his best man. Remember, however, these groomsmen were not friends of Samson. The man to whom Samson's wife had been given was one of the thirty who had used Samson's wife to tease the answer to the riddle out of Samson.

I. Broken Marriage 1- 5
After spending most of spring living in his parents’ basement Samson is lonely and thinks to himself, “hey I’m married!” and goes back down to his in-laws place in Timnah. He knocks on the door holding up a young goat (instead of flowers) he has apparently forgiven his wife of her betrayal, because he is in the mood for some make-up marital bliss. Only there’s a problem, Samson’s father-in-law gave his bride to his best man because he thought Samson hated her. But she has a sister! Samson unsatisfied, storms off again!

Judges 15:1-2, "After some days, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with a young goat. And he said, “I will go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father would not allow him to go in. 2 And her father said, “I really thought that you utterly hated her, so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please take her instead.” 

Samson was already furious with them. Hearing now he had been deprived of his wife, Samson's good mood evaporates. He has been betrayed again. Apparently, the Philistines did not honor marriage the way Israel had been taught to honor marriage. At the same time, Samson was not without guilt in this. After all, he was the one who, in his anger, returned to his own father and mother's house in Dan and abandoned his wife in Timnah for who knows how long.

Samson Prepares the Foxes
Let’s be clear, even by pagan Philistine standards Samson hasn’t been a great husband by any stretch but from the perspective of the author, Samson, and the Philistines they are legally married. The law has been violated and Samson is enraged “this time I’m justified, this time it’s personal!” He plots revenge. He takes his time trapping and preparing 300 foxes (jackals) to act as organic, locally sourced, artisan napalm. 
3 And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be innocent in regard to the Philistines, when I do them harm.” 4 So Samson went and caught 300 foxes and took torches. And he turned them tail to tail and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 And when he had set fire to the torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines and set fire to the stacked grain and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. 

Samson Takes Revenge
Imagine the chaotic and devastating scene as flaming screaming foxes torch the dry fields and orchards. He has not just attacked them but has weakened them economically and militarily. Because of Samson’s attack on their crops and storehouses the Philistine Co-op will not have any bread this summer/fall. They’ll have to buy bread, can’t sell olive oil and won’t be able to spend as much on their military. This may seem like an overreaction but let’s not forget who the “bad guys” are in this story. The Philistines have been oppressing God’s people, Israel, for over 40 years and Samson has been sent by God to save Israel. If the wedding debacle was a commencement of a family feud things are quickly escalating into a gruella war.

II.  Cycle of Violence 6-8
In verse 6 we see the Philistines fight fire with fire and BBQ Samson’s wife and Father-in-law for letting the “Samson” issues get out of hand. 
6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her to his companion.” And the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire. 7 And Samson said to them, “If this is what you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit.” 8 And he struck them hip and thigh with a great blow, and he went down and stayed in the cleft of the rock of Etam."

Ironically, the Philistines had actually threatened the family with fire back in chapter 14. Samson was betrayed by his wife because she wanted to avoid the deadly fate that ultimately befell her family. Even though the Philistines know Samson’s the one who attacked them they cowardly take it out on this old man and his daughter rather than deal directly with Samson. They under estimated Samson’s commitment to his wife and wrongly assumed this settled the conflict.
It’s only just begun.

Samson Wants Justice
Samson declares he will have the last word and will “be avenged”. The word avenged doesn’t mean personal vengeance but rather lawful reprisal. He is seeking justice, he’ll slaughter some of them “eye for an eye” and then he’ll quit. It’s over right? Wrong we’re only half way. Violence only begets more violence unless there is true victory. He’s stirred up a hornet's nest now. The Philistines chase him all the way into Judah’s land, surrounded by God’s people, where he hides in a hole in the ground. Surely he’s safe there.

III. Judah 9-13
The Philistines march into Judah, attack a small town, and demand Samson be delivered to them. 
"Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and made a raid on Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” They said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.” 11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so have I done to them.” 12 And they said to him, “We have come down to bind you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” 

This is the part of the story where after God’s deliver comes and starts a fight with the bad guys God’s people rally behind him, fight for freedom, overthrow the oppressors, and there is peace and healing in the land. We’ve seen the cycle though out the book, God’s people sin, God judges through oppressors, they cry, God saves through a judge/deliverer. This time God’s people have sinned, God has judged, but God’s people have not cried. The enemy is now encamped all around them where literally all they can see is oppression. 

NO Fight Left
Even in their complaint to the Philistine’s about threatening Lehi you can almost feel the “what do you want now? Whatever it is we’ll do it.” They are worse than defeated, they are indifferent. They have no fight left and can’t see any possibility that their situation can change or improve. They just submit.

Turning on Samson
Judah didn’t cry out to God, didn’t rally behind Samson, just lethargy, and indifference. Well, Judah isn’t totally indifferent or neutral they do take action to raise an army. They rally an army 10 times bigger than the army God used to deliver His people when Gideon was judge a few generations earlier. 3000 men ready to march to battle….To bind up Samson. 
Verse 12b-13, "And Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not attack me yourselves.”13 They said to him, “No; we will only bind you and give you into their hands. We will surely not kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock."

The soldiers of Judah are blind. What God sends as deliverance they see as a threat to peace. They are so comfortable enslaved by the Philistines they didn’t want to rock the boat. God’s people can’t imagine anything beyond the status quo, they don’t believe salvation is even possible.

No Way Out
We’re near hopeless when we begin to adopt Judah’s slogan “If it works, let's not change it!" 
What has encamped in your head/heart that just seems there is no way to avoid or overcome? What areas of your life have you stopped fighting and accepted as hopeless?

Judah Turns on Samson
Judah is on the march, finds Samson, and declares their allegiance to the Philistines. When Judah is finally ready to fight it’s not for their freedom; they actually are ready for fight for their continued oppression. At the beginning of Judges, Judah used to be leading the fight against oppressors like the Philistines, now they’re spineless collaborators. They aren’t ready to fight against sin, they’re now prepared to fight for it.

Teachability Important
Former judges were able to rally God’s people to battle/mission to overthrow the oppressor. But Judah is actually mad at Samson. They see Samson as against them (“What have you done to us?”) rather than against the Philistines. Judah “condemns” Samson’s actions. They likely labeled him Philistine-a-phobic. Why do you have to bring “THAT” up, don’t you know everything is just fine if you don’t make them mad?
When confronted by others with sin in your life do you start to fight with them or fight your sin?

A Picture of Jesus
Back to Samson.  Like Jesus being handed over by the Jews to the Romans, Samson is rejected by his people and handed over to their oppressors to do the dirty work of execution. Samson submits to the plan of people he is trying to save and goes quietly down to Lehi, like a lamb to slaughter, like Jesus to the Cross. It looks like certain defeat but it’s the beginning of a massive victory.

IV. Total Victory
Judges 15:14-17, "When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. Then the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 15 And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, and put out his hand and took it, and with it he struck 1,000 men. 16 And Samson said,
“With the jawbone of a donkey,
    heaps upon heaps,
with the jawbone of a donkey
    have I struck down a thousand men.”

17 As soon as he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone out of his hand. And that place was called Ramath-lehi.

#1 Guy on the Terrorist List
Philistines finally got the #1 guy on their terrorist watch list and let out a war woop! They’ve got their Osama Bin Laden! Samson is their helpless prey. Like the enemy often does, the Philistines, with their false powerless gods, forgot the faithfulness and living power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit burns bright and melts off Samson’s ropes just as the stone on Jesus tomb was rolled away. Philistine sure success is ultimately a crushing defeat as Samson, empowered by the Holy Spirit, uses a set of donkey dentures to single handedly strike down a 1,000 man army (1/3 the size of Judah’s army) to shame them.
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 1Cor 1:27-29

Philistines Silenced
The once boastful cheering Philistines are now silenced by the work and presence of the Holy Spirit. God is using Samson to defeat the enemy and in doing so is redeeming His people. Redemption from slavery is act of violence. Jesus came to redeem us by violently overthrowing satan, sin, and death.

Christ is the Victor!
8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Romans 16:20
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor 15:56-57
Real peace can only come through victory. Jesus endured the violence of the cross to fee us from slavery.

V. Thirsty v18-20
The victory is great but life is still needed day by day even after the major threats have been neutralized. While Samson foreshadows Jesus, he is not God, he is still human. It’s after the battle, not before or during, that Samson calls to God for the first time in this story. “You have given this great salvation”. 
What happed at “Jawbone Hill” is not a personal vendetta but victory for God’s people even when they were unwilling to fight for themselves. God is loving, merciful, and gracious to Judah. They get salvation and enjoy the fruit of victory despite their unfaithfulness. Praise God so do we!

Samson is Human
Now Samson is deathly thirsty! He needs to be saved as much after the battle as during. Samson is not self-sufficient. He acknowledges his dependence on God and desperately cries for more grace. Sustain me! 
Judges 15:18-20, "And he was very thirsty, and he called upon the Lord and said, “You have granted this great salvation by the hand of your servant, and shall I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 19 And God split open the hollow place that is at Lehi, and water came out from it. And when he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of it was called En-hakkore [Caller's Spring-Place of Sustenance]; it is at Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years."
God splits open a hollow place (Hebrew for molar) literally “Split open the molar of the jawbone” and water flows out to save Samson, like water for Israel when they were in the desert. Like Jesus blood for us.

Ps 81:10 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

Conclusion
“Jawbone Hill” also becomes En-hakkore “Caller’s Spring” the place of victory now is remembered not just for the great battle but also for ongoing sustenance. God saves and sustains all who call and cry out to him for mercy and grace!
Vengeance is His.  Victory is His.  Christ paid it all!




