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“Tell me what the world is saying today, and I’ll tell you what the church will be saying in seven years."
Francis Schaeffer
O
pen your Bible to Judges 14. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. Tonight's message is the second installment of: "The Danger of Being Relevant."
“Tell me what the world is saying today, and I’ll tell you what the church will be saying in seven years." - Francis Schaeffer
The Jefferson "Bible"

HUNCHED OVER HIS DESK, penknife in hand, Thomas Jefferson sliced carefully at the pages of Holy Scripture, excising select passages and pasting them together to create a Bible more to his liking. The “Jefferson Bible.” A book he could feel comfortable with. 

What didn’t make it into the Jefferson Bible was anything that conflicted with his personal worldview. Hell? It can’t be. The supernatural? Not even worth considering. God’s wrath against sin? I don’t think so. The very words of God regarded as leftover scraps. 
Christians rightly shudder at such arrogant presumption. And no true Christian would be so bold as to attempt to create his or her own Bible, blatantly omitting whatever they don’t prefer. 
But if we are honest, we too may have to admit that we have a Bible of our own making—a metaphorical one, perhaps, but a cut-and-paste job just the same. For if we ignore any portion of God’s Word—whether unintentionally, conveniently, or deliberately—we too are guilty of Jefferson’s offense.

A verse that many are practically ignoring in our churches today is 1 John 2:15-17, " Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever."

“Do not love the world” is not an outdated command or a remnant of an over-scrupulous tradition. It is God’s Word. It comes straight from a loving heavenly Father to you and me. And it demands our urgent attention. For if we ignore this verse, we are not merely guilty of presuming to manufacture our own Bible; we’re in danger of being seduced by a fallen world.

Sadly the church is much like Israel in the day of Judges.  They ignore major portions of the Bible.  Oh, they are memorized, but where is the application?

Samson in the day of Judges knew all too much about worldliness.

According to Hebrews 11:32, Samson was a man of faith, but he certainly wasn’t always a faithful man. He wasn’t faithful to his parents’ teaching, his Nazirite vow, or the laws of the Lord. It didn’t take long for Samson to lose almost everything the Lord had given him, except his great strength; and he finally lost that as well.
Here are three arrows that strike the hearts of leaders, and ultimately lead them to compromise with the world.

I. A Light View of Authority (1-4).

1. Samson lost his respect for his parents (14:1–4)

The Lord had given Samson a godly heritage, and he had been raised to honor the Lord; but when Samson fell in love with an unbeliever, he wouldn’t listen to his parents when they warned him. Samson's intention was to marry a Philistine woman.  He didn't have to go to enemy territory to be captivated by a Philistine woman. He went to Timnah, which was later part of Israel. Right now it was barely in enemy territory.

He broke God's law when he decided to marry her (Ex. 34:12–16; Deut. 7:1–3; and see 2 Cor. 6:14–18). It wasn't wrong that she was a Philistine - it was wrong that she was an idol worshipper. She was a lost woman.

Samson was living by sight and not by faith. He was controlled by “the lust of the eyes” (1 John 2:16) rather than by the Law of the Lord. The important thing to Samson was not pleasing the Lord, or even pleasing his parents, but pleasing himself (Jdg. 14:3, 7, see 2 Cor. 5:14–15).

God Overrules and Works Even in Our Sin - When God isn’t permitted to rule in our lives, He overrules and works out His will in spite of our decisions. Samson should have been going to a war instead of to a wedding, but God used this event to give Samson occasion to attack the enemy. Because of this event, Samson killed thirty men (Jdg. 14:19), burned up the enemy crops (15:1–5), slaughtered a great number of Philistines (14:7–8), and slew 1,000 men (14:15). Samson hadn’t planned these things, but God worked them out just the same.
Compromised Leaders Today - Never Admit Wrong

There are those who were once godly leaders who have compromised with the world because they will be accountable to no one.  They will admit wrong to no one. That's a pretty scary place to be in.  No matter how godly we think we are, we absolutely cannot trust ourselves to ourselves. We need godly accountability.
II. A Light View of Holiness (5-9).

2. Samson lost his Nazirite separation (vv. 5–9)

When Samson and his parents went down to Timnah to make arrangements for the marriage, it appears that Samson left the main road (and his parents) and went on a detour into the vineyards; and there a lion attacked him. A vineyard was a dangerous place for a man who was not supposed to have anything to do with grapes because of his Nazarite vow (Num. 6:1–4). Perhaps God sent the lion as a warning to Samson that he was walking on the wrong path? The Holy Spirit gave Samson power to defeat the enemy, but Samson persisted on his path of disobedience into enemy territory and an unlawful wedding.

Samson Gloats Over His Victory - Some weeks later, when Samson returned to claim his bride, he once again turned aside into the vineyard, this time to look at his trophy and perhaps gloat over his victory. 

Judges 14:8-9, "After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey.9 He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating as he went. And he came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion."

Samson's sin began with “the lust of the flesh” and “the lust of the eyes,” and now it included “the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). When Samson ate the honey from the lion’s carcass, he was defiled by a dead body; and that part of his Nazirite vow of dedication was destroyed. In fact, two thirds of his vow was now gone; for he had defiled himself by going into the vineyard and by eating food from a dead body.
III. A Light View of Sin (10-18).

3. Samson makes fun of his own sin (vv. 10–18)

Since Samson hadn’t brought any men with him to serve as “friends of the bridegroom” (Matt. 9:15, NKJV), the Philistines rounded up thirty men to do the job for him. These men may also have served as guards for the Philistines.

You see, Samson’s reputation had preceded him, and they were never sure what he would do next. Since the atmosphere must have been tense at the beginning of the feast, Samson sought to liven things up by posing a riddle. 

A Joke Out of Sin - Sad to say, he constructed the riddle out of the experience of his sin! He didn’t take seriously the fact that he had violated his Nazirite vows. It’s bad enough to disobey God, but when you make a joke out of it, you’ve sunk to new depths of spiritual insensitivity.

Samson’s wife - It would have been an expensive thing for the thirty guests to supply Samson with sixty garments, so they were desperate to learn the answer to the riddle. Their only recourse was to enlist the help of Samson’s wife. Thus they threatened to kill her and burn down her father’s house if she didn’t supply the answer before the week was up. 

Samson resolutely refused to tell her; but on the seventh day, he relented. Since the marriage was to be consummated on the seventh day, perhaps that had something to do with it. First the Philistine woman enticed him (Jdg. 14:1), then she controlled him (v. 17), and then she betrayed him (v. 17), which is the way the world always treats the compromising believer. Samson could kill lions and break ropes, but he couldn’t overcome the power of a woman’s tears.

In verse 18, Samson gives a poem that basically says you wouldn't have won if you hadn't used my wife.

“If you had not plowed with my heifer,you would not have found out my riddle" (vs. 18). 

We wonder how his wife felt being compared to a heifer? Since Samson's so called "friends" had played foul, technically Samson could have refused to pay the prize; but he generously agreed to keep his promise. Perhaps he found out that his wife’s life had been threatened and he didn’t want to put her and her family into jeopardy again.

Those who can’t control their tongue can’t control their bodies (James 3:2); and in Samson’s case, the consequences of this lack of discipline were disastrous.

Words are powerful! - Proverbs 18:21, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue...”

Rash words are powerful! - Proverbs 12:18, “There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”

Gracious, kind words are powerful! - Proverbs 16:24, “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.”

Sin is serious.  You find those who cannot control their tongue, and you find that the entire life is out of control.  Samson used his tongue to mock sin.  Samson made light of it.

IV. A God that is Greater than Our Sin (19-20).

4. Samson had a God that was greater than his sin (vv. 19–20)

Judges 14:19-20, "And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those who had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his father's house. 20 And Samson's wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man."

The Spirit of God is using Samson as a one man army. 

Samson's joke about the lion and the honey ceased to be a joke, for it led to the death of thirty men whose garments Samson confiscated. Samson was so angry that he didn’t even consummate the marriage but went back to Zorah and stayed with his parents. While he was away from Timnah, his wife was given to his best man. The Lord used this turn of events to motivate Samson to decide to fight the Philistines instead of entertaining them. 

Sometimes God is so good he can use a person in spite of their sin, and even to bring good out of wicked choices. A few examples come to mind.
Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, yet Joseph says in Genesis 50:20, "you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today."

The crucifixion was the greatest sin ever committed yet through God's mercy, God used those consequences for good! Acts 2:23, "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain."
Paul's testimony in Romans 5:20, "Where sin abounds, grace much more abounds..."

The Spirit of the Lord 

But in all this, God is at work. Why can Samson kill the lion? “The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power” (14:6). Why is he able to strike down thirty Philistines to steal their clothes? “The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power” (v 19). God is giving Samson superhuman strength—the one thing he needs (other than his own character flaws) for him to cause the division between Israel and the Philistines which God’s people, though they don’t realize it, desperately need. God is starting to save his people by divorcing them from their marriage to their idols and to the world around them.

Can God Use Worldly People? 

But how can God use such flawed people—people like Samson—to get his work done? Shouldn’t he only work with people who are good, godly men and women? Shouldn’t he only use the people who have the right beliefs, and the right behavior?

When we ask who can God use, we need to simply ask Balaam's donkey! If God can use a donkey He can use anyone.

In Philippians, Paul says, some preach the gospel out of selfish ambition, but Paul rejoiced that even those worldly preachers did indeed preach the Gospel! 

Do Christians Continue in Sin?

So when we look at the life of Samson and the book of Judges what ought we to think?  Can Christians continue in sin?  We are not sinless, but we are to be sinning less. 

Romans 6;1-4, "What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life."

Samson a Man of Faith?

Samson is called a man of faith in Hebrews. But it is the very grace of God that he has faith.  God had to ultimately chasten and humble Samson in the end to be used.  

David Jackman says:
“[The book of Judges] is above all a book about grace, undeserved mercy, as is the whole Bible … That is not to ... pretend it doesn’t matter how we behave … [We will still suffer from our sins]. But we can rejoice that God is also in the business of using our failures as the foundations for his success. 

Let us never imagine that ... we know how he will work, or when. As soon as we start to say, ‘God cannot or will not… until…’ we are wrong-footed.” (Judges, Ruth, page 222).

The amazing truth is that God works through sinners, and through sinful situations. He keeps his promises to bless His people in the dark and disastrous periods of our lives, as well as through the times when things are going “right.” 

We are not saved or sanctified by our own works or power. Not even our own sin will stop him saving us, or using us. Mysteriously, often unseen, and usually far beyond our comprehension, God works through the free (and very often flawed) choices people make: “we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
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