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 “The best prayer I ever prayed had enough sin to damn the whole world.”
John Bunyan
· All the Deacons were affirmed by the congregation.
O

pen your Bible to Judges 8:1-5. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are looking a message entitled: “The Enemy Within.”

'Perestroika' 

Mention the word 'perestroika' in Russia today, and you will be greeted with cynicism.  The reason is quite obvious.  In his book, then Russian President Mikhail Gorbachev made frequent reference to the credibility gap between words and deeds.  He insisted that people did not want political slogans that failed to square with reality.

'Perestroika' means, "The unity of words and deeds," and on that basis Gorbachev attempted to reform the Soviet system.  It was a noble aim, but for the Russian people, its failure was painfully evident.  The unity between political promises and social reality was a myth; therein, bringing the downfall of Gorbachev's administration. 

Every day we watch inconsistency lived out before us on the world's stage.  We hear people say one thing; and, then, watch people do another thing.  All sorts of promises are given, but not many promises are kept.  That is how corporate ladders are climbed, positions are gained, and elections are won.  

The sad reality is that the same is at times true of the lives of many struggling Christians.  There are times in our lives when because we are not confronting sin urgently and honestly in our lives, that the Word of God seems to lose its power, and the voice of the Holy Spirit seems dull and distant.

I want to encourage you tonight to be a consistent Christian. 

In today’s passage, we are going to see that success can be deadly.  We see that Gideon is coming off of a great slaughter of the Midianites with just 300 men, but he begins to backslide.
I. The Battle Within (8:1-9).

We are given a warning by Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.”
Ephraim Complains (Judges 8:1-3)
The tribe of Ephraim begins to complain – they are one of the largest tribes, and they were not included in the slaughter of the Midianites.  Gideon had called them out to help him cut off the fleeing Midianites (7:24-25), but they refused since they weren’t told of it first.  

Gideon basically says they have already defeated three Midianite kings, and Gideon has only defeated two.  So their anger subsided.

Judges 8:1-3, “Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What is this that you have done to us, not to call us when you went to fight against Midian?” And they accused him fiercely. 2 And he said to them, “What have I done now in comparison with you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the grape harvest of Abiezer? 3 God has given into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. What have I been able to do in comparison with you?” Then their anger against him subsided when he said this.”
Gideon’s Motives

We might want, at this point, to praise Gideon for his humility and peacefulness—but the next section shows that these were not what drove his diplomacy toward Ephraim. Exhausted from the pursuit of the Midianite kings Zebah and Zalmunna (v 4), Gideon asks the people of the town of Succoth to feed his men. But they refuse to help (v 5). Like the Ephraimites, they show a complete lack of gratitude to Gideon for defeating their enemy.

Judges 8:4-5, “And Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over, he and the 300 men who were with him, exhausted yet pursuing. 5 So he said to the men of Succoth, “Please give loaves of bread to the people who follow me, for they are exhausted, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian. 6 And the officials of Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread to your army?”
So the people of Succoth wanted Gideon to defeat the enemy first, and then they would help the army.  That’s not nice.  They don’t trust Gideon.  So what is Gideon’s reaction?
Gideon’s Carnal Response

 Gideon’s motives are revealed through his carnal response. 

Judges 8:7-9, “So Gideon said, “Well then, when the LORD has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will flail your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers.” 8 And from there he went up to Penuel, and spoke to them in the same way, and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had answered. 9 And he said to the men of Penuel, “When I come again in peace, I will break down this tower.” 
Gideon himself has forgotten “the lesson of the 300.” He feels that he ought to receive admiration and honor for what he has done. Gideon’s anger at the people of Succoth and Peniel shows that he expects to be given glory for his achievements (which he is forgetting were, in fact, God’s). When Succoth and Peniel fail to trust that Gideon will triumph over Midian, he does not say to them: Yes, I know it is hard to believe we can beat them. But God in his grace is using us to win the battle, so don’t trust my strength, but do trust in His. Instead, he says: You dare to doubt me? I’ll show you my power by humiliating you when I get back. You’ll learn to have respect for me.
I Know You are Aghast!

Now I know you read about this and you are aghast!  You would never manipulate or threaten or exaggerate to get your way! Actually, this carnality is very familiar to all of us.  Let’s turn to the New Testament to delve into it further: Romans 8, Galatians 5, and Romans 7.
You Cannot Please God in the Flesh

Romans 8:5-9, “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.”

The Battle Between Your Flesh and the Spirit of God

Galatians 5:16-24, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”

O Wretched Man that I Am

Romans 7:21-25, “So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.”
II. The Battle Without (8:10-17).

Now in verses 10-17, we can see how dangerous we are if we are not walking in with the Lord.  Gideon who was a man of God backslides and does atrocious actions against the people of Succoth who had mocked and challenged him.  He’s going to punish them for not trusting him.
Judges 8:10-17, “Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all who were left of all the army of the people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 men who drew the sword. 11 And Gideon went up by the way of the tent dwellers east of Nobah and Jogbehah and attacked the army, for the army felt secure. 12 And Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued them and captured the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and he threw all the army into a panic. 

13 Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent of Heres. 14 And he captured a young man of Succoth and questioned him. And he wrote down for him the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. 15 And he came to the men of Succoth and said, “Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread to your men who are exhausted?’ ” 16 And he took the elders of the city, and he took thorns of the wilderness and briers and with them taught the men of Succoth a lesson. 17 And he broke down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.”
How many good men must fall before we realize that every one of us, no matter how mature, is vulnerable to satanic attack?  Any time we sin, we open the door for Satan and his demons to use us as pawns.

Give No Place to the Devil

Ephesians 4:25-31, “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.” 

Any time we sin, we give free reign to the devil.  He begins to be our counselor.  

Pride will always do it.  Pride makes you blind. “Be not high-minded” “Be clothed in humility.”

Anger will do it.  That’s what Paul refers to in the Eph. 4 passage we read.

Lust will do it.  If you do not lawfully satisfy your bodily cravings you will become a slave of sin and a pawn of the devil.  If you are married it will hurt your marital relationship. If you are single it will defeat you.

Galatians 5:16–17, “…walk by [keep in step with] the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.”

Some Are Weak and Ill and Some Have Died

The truth is, it is scary what you might be capable of if you do not walk in the Spirit.  In 1 Corinthians 11:27-30, “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.”

If you do not take God seriously, he will graciously and prematurely (in a sense) call you home.  I don’t know what that line is, but I do not want to find out.
III. The Battle on Top (8:18-21).

Verses 18-21 add a new detail to the narrative: that the Midianite kings had killed Gideon’s own brothers, and that their deaths are what have made him so determined to catch them. Gideon’s ruthless, remarkable pursuit has been motivated less by a desire to complete the deliverance of God’s people than by a drive for personal vengeance—for the honor of his own family. This is why Gideon asks “Jether, his oldest son” to “kill them” (v 20)—he wants to humiliate these kings by having them killed by a mere boy. In the end, Gideon performs the execution himself (v 21), and with their deaths, victory is complete. But its manner points to a future under Gideon which will not be marked by real peace.

Judges 8:18-21, “Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “Where are the men whom you killed at Tabor?” They answered, “As you are, so were they. Every one of them resembled the son of a king.” 19 And he said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As the LORD lives, if you had saved them alive, I would not kill you.” 20 So he said to Jether his firstborn, “Rise and kill them!” But the young man did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, because he was still a young man. 21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise yourself and fall upon us, for as the man is, so is his strength.” And Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.”
Being on Top in Ministry Does Not Mean Godliness

Being on top and successful does not mean you have God’s blessing.  You can be prosperous and be a man or woman of poor character.  

Gideon is successful, but look at what kind of man he is.  Gideon’s need for respect and honor—and his violent, bitter rage when he fails to be given what he thinks he deserves—shows that his success in battle has been the worst thing for him. He has become addicted to and dependent on his success.

Gambling / Control / Pride

A well-known church’s pastor recently admitted to going to the casino on occasion and gambling.  He didn’t repent but instead said he had the Christian liberty to do so.  

What Really Matters: Inward Character

May God keep us from becoming morally lax, filled with pride and arrogance and wanting to control people. We need to be careful.  We are next if we don’t keep a humble spirit.  

What matter is not outward success, but inward character.

Danger in Success

There is great danger in success. We need failure far more than we need success.  Imagine a man who works extremely hard at his job because he needs to prove himself through financial success. What is the worst thing that can happen to him? The obvious answer is career failure. Of course, someone who is basing their happiness and identity on their work will be devastated by career failure. But at least, through the failure, he may stop idolizing career advancement. He may realize that status and money could never fulfill him. No, the worst thing that can happen to him is career success. Success will only confirm his belief that he can fulfill himself and control his own life. He will be more a slave to success and money than if he failed. He will feel proud and superior to others. He will expect deference and “bowing and scraping” from others.

IV. The Battle in Everything (8:22-28).

Judges 8:22-26, “Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.” 24 And Gideon said to them, “Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the earrings from his spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 25 And they answered, “We will willingly give them.” And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings of his spoil. 26 And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of Midian, and besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. 
King Gideon

Now Israel ask Gideon to be a king: “Rule over us—you, your son and your grandson—because you have saved us” (Judges 8:22). Just as Gideon has begun to forget who it was who gave victory over Midian, so have the rest of Israel. Gideon, you should be our king because you beat Midian, is their reasoning.

Seems Like Good Discernment

Gideon discerns the underlying motive for asking for a king—they want to be ruled by a man, not by God (v 23). With a king, they would not need to look to God for salvation, and wait for him to send them a savior. The desire for a king is actually another effort at self-salvation. Gideon turns down their request: “I will not rule over you … the Lord will rule over you” (v 23).

Gideon Becomes Rich!

Verse 23 is really the last time that Gideon remembers who God is and who he is. Ironically and tragically, he almost immediately contradicts what he has just said. He has refused to be their king, because that position and honor belong to God alone—but then he starts to assume the honor due to a king. He asks for a financial reward for their deliverance (v 24), and becomes a very rich man (v 25-26—there are echoes of Israel making a golden calf to worship at the foot of Mount Sinai on the way to the promised land, see Exodus 32:1-4). Then “Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his town” (Judges 8:27).
Making an Ephod

27 And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family. 28 So Midian was subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised their heads no more. And the land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon.”

What is going on here? The ephod was worn by the high priest in the tabernacle, the tent where God was present among his people, which at this point was sited in Shiloh (18:31). On its front were the Urim and Thummim—two stones that were used to receive “yes’ or “no” answers from God (they may have been like coins, which were flipped; likely, two upsides meant “yes,” two downsides meant “no,” one of each meant “no answer”). The ephod designated the true place of God’s dwelling, and was a way to discern God’s will in times of crisis.

The Heart an Idol Making Factory

What we find here is that our hearts are so wicked that we can turn even the most sacred of things into an idol.  God gave you a family. You can make it an idol.  God gave you a church, an elder council.  You can make them idols. Calvin said, “The heart is an idol making factory.”

Israel Whores After Other gods
Judges 8:30-35, “Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, his own offspring, for he had many wives. 31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he called his name Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age and was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 34 And the people of Israel did not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the hand of all their enemies on every side, 35 and they did not show steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good that he had done to Israel.”
No matter how many shells we put on our lives, God knows our heart.  These people’s hearts were not for the Lord.  As soon as Gideon died, they went after other gods.
It is exactly as Paul says at the end to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 13:5, “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!”

Conclusion for the believer: 

Philippians 1:6, “I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

Jude 24–25, “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”
