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Sunday, October 27, 2013, 5pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
 “The most critical need of the church at this moment is men, bold men, free men. The church must seek, in prayer and much humility, the coming again of men made of the stuff of which prophets and martyrs are made.”
A. W. Tozer
· Volunteers – we need some volunteers that could be trained to run the projection system for the services.  Jewel Beckett is getting ready to go on an exchange program to Equador.
· Ed Taylor – going to patch the back wall…

O

pen your Bible to Judges 4. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges. This evening we are looking a message entitled: “Celebrating Grace.”

That moment when you see manifestations that God's grace is greater than the impact of your depravity is awesome! Thank you Jesus, the second and perfect Adam, for flawlessly fulfilling the laws demands, completely satisfying God's wrath and graciously interceding for me today. If you are in Him, you can say “He is Deliverer, my Atonement, my Advocate (Mark Bouslog).


Last week we saw the story of Deborah, a mother in Israel.  She is what Robin Mark might call a great “warrior poet.” We hear of her story in Judges 4, and then we hear her song in Judges 5.  The story and the song tell us a lot about worship and warfare and how they go hand in hand. 

I. God’s grace to a mother (4-7)
Judge Deborah (4-7)

Judges 4:4-7, “Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 7 And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and I will give him into your hand’?”
The Courtroom

As a prophetess, Deborah prophesies the Word of God (we see her doing this in verse 6: “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go …”). And she is “judging Israel” (v 4)—“she held court.” This is not a queen’s court; rather, it is an actual courtroom, where Israelites would come to have their “disputes decided” (v 5). Clearly, she was recognized as a wise counselor and judge, and people came to her to settle all sorts of social, legal and relational cases. In this way, Deborah is very different from all the other judges, before and after her. She led from wisdom and character, rather than sheer might. Where Othniel “went to war” (3:10) and Ehud made his assassination plan (3:16), Deborah counseled and guided the people.

A Mother in Israel

It would be wrong to think that Israel’s faithlessness has resulted in women being a leader. It is more that men’s abdication of leadership has resulted in a women stepping up to lead. Judges 5.7 gives us the style and sense of Deborah’s time as a judge, “Deborah, arose as a mother in Israel.”

Scripture says that, when things were difficult and dark, Deborah arose as a MOTHER in Israel. In other words, Israel needs someone through their childish times. We all need people in our lives that will mother us, especially when we act like children.  Here is a good mother with courage, who instructs with the wisdom of God, one with the conviction to tell you the truth.

Deborah is a billboard for the faithfulness of God.  We don’t hear a lot of her own opinions, just the Word of God.  She is not real creative in what she says—she points everyone to God’s Word. 

II. God’s grace to a general (8-16)
AW Tozer said, “The most critical need of the church at this moment is men, bold men, free men. The church must seek, in prayer and much humility, the coming again of men made of the stuff of which prophets and martyrs are made.”
John Wesley said, “Give me 100 men who hate nothing but sin and love nothing and none but God with all their hearts and I will shake the world for Christ!”

“General Thunderbolt” (8-16)

Here we are introduced to a humble general.  God wants to humiliate Sisera, so he raises up two women: Deborah and Jael. 
Barak is a general, and his name means “Thunderbolt.” You don’t go wandering around the ancient tribal civilizations with a name like Thunderbolt and be any kind of a wimp. Barak was a man’s man.  We’re going to see he was a general of generals.  So verse 8 seems puzzling at first.

I love what Robin Mark said in his book “Warrior Poets of the 21st Century” – he said if he ever became a superhero, he would call himself “Thunderbolt.”  We shall see that this is a man who went into the teeth of 900 iron chariots and won. He is facing the ultimate of 
Really he likely helped write the warrior song with Deborah in Judges 5. We see his collaboration in verse 12. 

Judges 4:8-9, “Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.
So here we meet the second “judge” in chapter 4, Barak. He is commander of the army of Naphtali. He is the warrior, the general, the might of hand of Israel. Speaking for the Lord, Deborah tells him to gather 10,000 troops and go to Mt. Tabor and wait for Sisera, commander of the Canaanite army. She also tells him that God is the one who will draw out the army and God is the one who will defeat the army. The only responsibility man has is to follow God onto the battle field. 
A Mighty General, a Humble General
We can debate as to why Barak said to Deborah in verse 9, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” Some say Barak was disobeying the Lord.  Some believe at the minimum he lacked faith.  Others believe that he saw the people’s confidence in Deborah. I don’t hold to any of those theories.  
Barak is listed in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11.  This man was flawed like all men, but courage and faith he did not lack!  

What we surmise from the text and from the entirety of God’s redemptive revelation, is that Barak was a beast of a man, but he was humble.  This is the best kind of a leader.
A Woman Will Get Full Credit

Barak is told that he will fight, but that a woman will get credit for the victory – “the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman” (vs. 9a). Barak goes to battle—He rallies several other tribes and gathers troops atop Mt. Tabor as instructed. 
So we read of the historic defeat of Sisera’s armies in Judges 4:12-16, “When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera called out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon. 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?” 
So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. 15 And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak by the edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot. 16 And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left.”

God Defeats a 20 Year Tyranny

As promised, God draws out Sisera who comes to battle Barak and, as promised, God defeats Sisera an unconquerable Canaanite army using weather. 

We learn that God Himself helps Barak and Deborah.  Deborah doesn’t do much fighting, but she goes along on the battle. 

Judges 5.20-22 seems to imply that a torrential downpour helped defeat the chariots. Every man was killed and Sisera is the only one to escape. He takes off on foot, running north toward Kedesh to the home of an ally.

Judges 5:20–22 (ESV)

            20       From heaven the stars fought, 

      from their courses they fought against Sisera. 

            21       The torrent Kishon swept them away, 

      the ancient torrent, the torrent Kishon. 

      March on, my soul, with might! 

            22       “Then loud beat the horses’ hoofs 

The Celebration

I can just imagine the march back to the camp with those 10,000 men. After 20 years of being oppressed by Sisera, they got to see God’s handiwork on their behalf. It was a decisive  and all-consuming victory over this tyrant and his army.

You can just see the camp fires burning, casting a glow on the tents – joy flowing, hearts lifted up to God, rich food and the riches from the spoil everywhere.

Israel, long oppressed by Sisera was now free and wealthy.  And you can just hear the troops shouting.  “Barak and Deborah, come and sing to us of our great victory!”

Application

Men, do you want the Lord to use you?  Learn from Barak. Be humble. Seek the victory, but don’t seek the fame.  Give the honor to another, like Barak did. Be fearless but be humble.

Men, you want God to use you? Learn to worship God.  Real men sing to their God.  Here was General Thunderbolt, and he was singing to God in Judges 5. 

Transition: Ah, but the battle is not quite done.  Sisera’s army is defeated, but Sisera is still on the loose.  So let’s now consider…
III. God’s grace to a pagan (11, 17-22)
Heber and the Heroine (11; 17-24)

Strangely, when the refugee King Sisera arrives, Heber is not home but his wife Jael is, and they seem to know each other quite well. Heber is Kenite, same as Othniel. But instead of joining Judah, Heber had separated from the Kenites and gone north and, it seems, made peace with the Canaanites. From what we can tell, those of Heber are not faithful to Yahweh. 
Now scholars and Jewish rabbis disagree on exactly what happens next. There are two approaches. One is simply that Sisera fled to Jael and begged for help because he knew her. The second is that Sisera laid with Jael, knew her intimately, and was going to use her to hide. Regardless, Jael knows Sisera and, my guess, is that she knows his reputation and despises him for it. My insight is that Jael was a faithful woman, and we see that in the text:
Judges 4:17, “But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 
Jael comes out of her tent to invite him in, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid.” A married women inviting a man into her tent would have been on the level of adultery, but this is a time of war!  This is a general fleeing for his life! 
Feeling safe, a frightened Sisera enters the tent and Jael covers him. He asks her for water, but Jael gives him milk which was probably more like a meal of yogurt than a refreshing drink. She then covers him again. Sisera tells her to stand watch at the door and lie to anyone who asks if he is in there. Exhausted from all kinds of activity, Sisera falls asleep. And as he is sleeping… well let’s read the story

18 And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. 19 And he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. 20 And he said to her, “Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say, ‘No.’ ”
Jael it seems turns from her paganism and turns her loyalty and allegiance to the living God. How do we know that? Let’s read on.
Jael’s Faith

 21 But Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he died. 22 And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, “Come, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking.” So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the tent peg in his temple.”
God’s Instruments

23 So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of Israel. 24 And the hand of the people of Israel pressed harder and harder against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.”

Sisera dies without a fight at the hand of a woman who was the wife of an ally. And through her, whether faithful or not, we see God’s judgment. This is not simply the ultimate disgrace because a warrior is killed by a woman, it is the purest justice as Sisera, a violent, cruel, abuser is killed by those he abused.

Jael is described in Judges 5:24, “Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, of tent-dwelling women most blessed.” The only other person this is said about is Mary, the virgin mother of our Lord.

This does not mean that Jael is a model of morality 

God in Control

What are we supposed to learn from such a strange story? No moral lessons, no clever clichés, no simple applications, just ONE profound truth but one profound truth about God. From a faithful woman deciding cases under a tree, through the humble general, to a pagan woman with a tent peg—God proves He is in control of every detail, writing the story to maximize His glory—while saving his people.

He is not simply in control in the sense that he is there to catch all the pieces if everything goes wrong. He is in control in the sense that he is moving the pieces around, like an all knowing, perfectly good and wise chess master who thinks an infinite number of moves ahead, to ensure it goes all right according to HIS purposes. And to some that is terrifying to imagine a God governing everything—but what is more terrifying is imagining something is out of his control.

Here we see God uses every individual who ever lives, whether that person is a faithful disciple, a partially faithful believer, or an unfaithful pagan to accomplish his mission
God is a big God!  It’s amazing that He uses anyone of us!
� A few of the ideas and material in this message is directly from Timothy Keller, Judges For You (God's Word For You) The Good Book Company. 





