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 “We cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails to catch the wind from Heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once again.”
G. Campbell Morgan
· Youth & College Fall Festival: This Sat. 5-8pm –be there!
O

pen your Bible to Judges 3:1-11. We are continuing in a series the book of Judges entitled, “Standing Strong in a Pluralistic Culture.”  This evening we are looking a message entitled: “Revival: the Key to Survival.”

We often think of revival as something special – something unusual in the Christian life. I want to push back against that idea. It may be that, but it is not meant to be that. Revival, at least on a personal level, ought to be the normal experience of the Christian. 
I. The Backdrop of Revival  (1-7)
The LORD and the lords

In this chapter, you will find “five lords of the Philistines” (v. 3) and the King of Moab called “lord” (v. 25); but more importantly “the Lord,” meaning Jehovah God, is named fifteen times in these thirty verses. That lets us know who is really in charge. God will raise up deliverers for Israel to save them from these pagan warlords.  In Judges chapter 3 we meet the first three judges: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar. 

Human Failure and HIS Story

The Presbyterian missionary leader A.T. Pierson used to say that “history is His story,” and he was right. As He executes His divine decrees, God never violates human responsibility, but He does rule and overrule in the affairs of individuals and nations to accomplish His great purposes on this earth.
 The backdrop of revival is often in the muck and mire of deep human failure. God loves to use human failure as a backdrop to display His love and power. Let’s look at that human failure.  

Israel’s Enemies are God’s Tools
Judges 3:1–4, “Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2 It was only in order that the generations of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had not known it before. 3 These are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would obey the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 
He would use the enemy to train Israel, to help the new generation learn the meaning of war (Jdg. 3:1–2; see Ex. 13:17). Life had been relatively easy for the Jews in the Promised Land, and they needed the challenge of ever-present danger to keep them alert and disciplined. This is not to say God always approves of war or that participating in conflict always builds character. Combat experience might do just the opposite. The point is that the Jews had to keep some kind of standing army, or their enemies could quickly unite and overpower them, especially when Israel was at such a low ebb spiritually. In the years to come, both Saul and David would need effective armies in order to overcome their many enemies and establish the kingdom.

God also used the Canaanite nations to test Israel and reveal whether or not His people would obey the regulations Moses had given them from the Lord (Jdg. 3:4). God had made it very clear to the Jews that they were not to study “comparative religion” and get interested in the pagan practices of the Canaanites (Deut. 7:1–11). It was that kind of curiosity that had brought divine judgment on Israel in the land of Moab (see Num. 25), because curiosity is often the first step toward conformity.

Judah Conquered from Within

Judges 3:5-6, “So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And their daughters they took to themselves for wives, and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and they served their gods.”

The tribe of Judah was not able to hold on to the key Philistine cities they had taken (1:18; 3:3); and as we saw in chapter 1, the other tribes failed to conquer the Canaanite nations. These surviving nations adopted a “good neighbor” policy toward Israel that eventually defeated Israel from within. Sometimes Satan comes as a lion to devour, but often he comes as a serpent to deceive (1 Peter 5:8; 2 Cor. 11:3).

Heart-Forgetfulness 

Judges 3:7, “And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth.”
As we have already seen, what God calls evil is a twofold decision: to turn away from him, or to “forget” him; and to serve mini-lords, false gods—here, the Baals and the Asherahs (Asherah was a female fertility-goddess). 
In the Bible, “remembering” and “forgetting” have a spiritual significance. When people in the Old Testament asked God to “remember … your great mercy and love” (Psalm 25:6) or to “not remember our sins” (Isaiah 64:9), they did not believe that God could literally forget what he is like, or what someone has done! 

No Longer Controlled by What they Knew

What does it mean, then, to “forget” or “remember”? When God is asked: “Remember your great mercy and love,” he is being asked to act according to his character. When someone asks God to “remember not [my] sins,” he or she is asking that God would not act on what He knows. 
Therefore, to say that the Israelites “forgot” God is to say that they no longer were controlled by what they knew. We could put it another way. Though they knew who God was and what he wanted, those things were not real to them. This is a spiritual problem today, too. What we know with our heads is not “real” to our hearts and our whole beings. We may acknowledge intellectually that something is true, but in our heart of hearts it does not grab us or penetrate us or control us. 
Smashing the Ice on Our Hearts

So, the reason that the Israelites (like all of us) continually needed revival was because truths about God which were once vibrant and real to them eventually became unreal. Our hearts are like a bucket of water on a very cold day—they will freeze over unless we regularly smash the ice that is forming. Though we know truths about God, we can very easily lose the sense upon our hearts of their reality. We know them, but we don’t “taste” or “see” or “feel” them. 
Idols Become More “Real” than God

Therefore, other things—idols—become more real to our hearts, and we serve them instead. 
The remedy is to reverse our heart-forgetting—in other words, to remember. 2 Peter 1:5-7 urges Christians to grow in their character: in kindness, self-control and so on. But what if they do not? Peter does not say: Your problem is that you’re not trying hard enough. He says: “If anyone does not have [these qualities], he … has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins” (v 9). And so: “I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them” (v 12). Peter is saying that, if the forgiveness and salvation of Christ is real to you, you will live it out in your character and life. You need to be reminded of what you already know; you need these truths to work in your heart as well as being understood in your head. The problem the Israelites had, we still have, even those of us who believe in Christ and have the Holy Spirit. 
God’s Community Revives Us

How can we make sure we remember? There are many answers. Here are just three suggestions.

1. Communion. Personally Remembering Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus has given us a visual image of what he has done for us— the Lord’s Supper. When He says: “Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19), he is telling us that this picture-meal is His way of continually renewing the reality of the gospel in our heart. 
2. Bible Reading. Daily Bible Reading and Meditation. Whenever we read the Bible, we should not only study it for content, but we should learn to meditate and reflect on it so that we don’t only acknowledge the truths, but we “remember” them and sense them and are moved by them. Spurgeon said, “I would rather speak five words out of this Book than 50,000 words of the philosophers. If we want revivals, we must revive our reverence for the Word of God. If we want conversions, we must put more of God’s Word into our sermons.”
3. Fellowship. Like the Lord’s Supper is a community event, we need to spend time in community. We need to be reminded of and study and apply God’s truths in groups. When several people look at a truth, one person (at least) is usually able to say Wow! The sense that person has of the truth can then spread to those of us who are stagnant or dry. 

4. Prayer. AT Pierson who later was the pastor of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle said, “There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer.”

II. The Preparation for Revival  (8)
Judges 3:8, “Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the people of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.”
HOW GOD BRINGS REVIVAL
Judges 3:7 focuses on what the Israelites are doing—forgetting the Lord and worshiping idols. From verse 8 onwards, God is the main director.  Revival is a sovereign act of God.  

1. God Humbles His People

G. Campbell Morgan said, “We cannot organize revival, but we can set our sails to catch the wind from Heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once again.”

God helps us to “set our sails” by humbling us.  His grace often pummels our pride, because he “resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5).

In bringing us revival God often leads us through deep valleys.
· He may bring tragedy

· He may give us a period of addiction or slavery to an idol

· He may bring incomparable trials and suffering into our lives

Humbling is God’s Preparation for Revival

So when we read in Judges 3:8, we might be tempted to think God is punishing His people.  He is not.  And you child of God cannot be punished by God.  Every ounce of God’s wrath was laid on Jesus.  What then is God doing in Judges 3:8?  He’s preparing His people for revival.

Let’s read: Judges 3:8 “Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the people of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.”  
God sends trouble (and that’s a good thing)! “he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim,” just as the people had already sold themselves into the hands of the Baals and Asherahs. 
2. God Redirects Our Attention Through Pain
Israel alone had the true sanctuary, where God dwelt in His glory; it was the true priesthood, ordained by God; and it had the true altar and sacrifices that God would respect (Rom. 9:4–5). Humans did not devise the laws and covenants of Israel; God did in order to display His glory to the nations.  Only through Israel would all the nations of the earth be blessed (Gen. 12:1–3).

God has to redirect Israel’s attention.  And it is even more true today. God uses New Covenant people to “preach the Gospel to every creature.”  The Gospel that was preached to Abraham, the Seed that would bless all nations, is the same Seed and Savior we proclaim today!  Do not be surprised by the suffering God brings to prepare you for renewal and revival.

In Pain, We See Our True Position
Even in judging his people, God is acting kindly. If he had not brought about suffering and difficulty, the people would not have seen their true position. They would not have seen how spiritually enslaved they were, and what a judgment they were facing, if God had not let them taste that judgment by allowing them to become physically enslaved. He sends the Israelites suffering not simply to pay them back, but to redeem them—he still does this for his people (1 Corinthians 11:32, “But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world”). And, struggling under physical oppression, they finally (after eight years, it appears, Judges 3:8!) “cried out to the Lord” and “he raised up for them a deliverer” (v 9). 
3. We Cry out to God for Deliverance in Repentance
The only thing the people contribute to their rescue is to cry out to God. This implies that they reversed their previous allegiance, turning away from the idols and back to the Lord as their God—they repented. Repentance is crucial for renewal and restoration. The people did not wait for trouble to go away. They cried out in repentance to God. God brought them to that place of desperate need.
Jonathan Edwards said that this is God’s way of bringing His people to revival. Listen to the words of the preacher of the Great Awakening: “When God is about to bestow some great blessing on His church, it is often His manner, in the first place, so to order things in His providence as to show His church their great need of it, and to bring them into distress for want of it, and so put them upon crying earnestly to Him for it.”

This is the right response to oppression: to see how God’s hand is working behind and through it, and look honestly at ourselves, and to cry out to the Lord for revival. 
III. The Experience of Revival  (9-11)
God Sends Othniel

Judges 3:9–11, “But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 The Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. 11 So the land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.”

Having sent trouble, God sends spiritual leadership. His chosen leader is Othniel, the whole-hearted disciple whom we met back in 1:13; the kind of leader we would expect God to choose for his people. 

Apart from Joshua, Othniel is the only man throughout Judges whose life is recounted in any detail who isn’t explicitly flawed. Literally, the end of 3:9 reads: “he saved them.” Who “he” refers to—God, or Othniel—is left unclear, reminding us that God saves his people through his chosen leader, and that both can be said to bring the salvation. 

God’s Goodness in Our Suffering
Notice the goodness of God in our suffering.  How long did Israel suffer under oppressors? 8 years.  How long did God grant revival?  40 years.  We see this pattern throughout the book of Judges. From Othniel to Gideon we see the years of revival are far greater than the years of oppression.  That changes with Jephthah and Samson.

	
	Years of Oppression
	Years of Peace/Leading

	Othniel
	8 (3:8)
	40 (3:11)

	Ehud
	18 (3:14)
	80 (3:30)

	Deborah
	20 (4:3)
	40 (5:31)

	Gideon
	7 (6:1)
	40 (8:28)

	Jephthah
	18 (10:8)
	6 (12:7)

	Samson
	40 (13:1)
	20 (16:31)


The Marks of Revival
Judges 3:9–11, “But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the people of Israel, who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 The Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. 11 So the land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.”

1. The Spirit of the Lord was Upon Him

As well as trouble and spiritual leadership, God sends his Spirit (v 10). He empowers Othniel for his status and work—the Spirit was sent “so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war.” (It is interesting to note a significant difference between Old Testament revivals and the New Testament revivals in the book of Acts. Here, as throughout the Old Testament, God sends his Spirit to one leader; in the New Testament, God sends his Spirit to the whole people, the church—compare verse 10 with Acts 4:3, “when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” 

2. God Brings Power over the Enemy
So, in summary, God sends trouble, leadership, and the Spirit of God. And this brings restoration—“ the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim.” (Judges 3:10). 
3. God Brings Spiritual Renewal

And this results in spiritual renewal—”the land had peace for forty years” (v 11). This is peace from physical oppression, but also from the self-inflicted spiritual oppression of idolatry, which had caused the physical oppression in the first place. Israel has returned to a united obedience of the Lord God. Later in the book, we’ll see this peace being compromised by disunity and idolatry; but not here.

4. We must Look to Our Undying Leader
Sadly, this story does not end with peace. It concludes with death. Things went well “until Othniel son of Kenaz died” (v 11). Salvation and peace rest on the leadership of God’s judge. Othniel is a good judge (the narrative points out no flaws in his character or leadership); the peace is real. But it cannot last, since Othniel does not last. It is only temporary. 
Cycles of revival throughout church history have been temporary, too. For permanent restoration, and unending peace serving the Lord, God’s people need a leader who does not die. Verse 11 points us to the problem with every human leader of God’s church, however Spirit-empowered, and points us to look to One who says to his people: “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18). The forty years of peace Othniel brought before his death cause us to thank Jesus Christ for the eternal peace he brings us beyond his death.  

Conclusion

 What we learn from Judges 3:1-11 is that it is ok to be desperate.  It is more than ok, it is necessary.  Let us humble ourselves in expectation that our exceeding great reward will be God alone.  Do you want His presence?  Do you long for His joy and love?

JI Packer said this: “A revived church is full of the life, joy and power of the Holy Spirit. With the Spirit’s coming, fellowship with Christ is brought right to the center of our worship and devotion; the glorified Christ is shown, known, loved, served, and exalted. Love and generosity, unity and joy, assurance and boldness, a spirit of praise and prayer, and a passion to reach out to win others are recurring marks of a people experiencing revival.”

May we be humble and surrendered and may God glorify Himself that we might be that church! 
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