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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Leviticus.  We are continuing our series: “Leviticus and Christian Worship”.  The title of the message is: “Giving in Worship”.  
Illustration – Titanic: Many of you know the story of the Titanic.  The RMS Titanic was a passenger liner that struck an iceberg on her maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to New York City, and sank on the 15th of April 1912, resulting in the deaths of 1,517 people in one of the deadliest peacetime maritime disasters in history.  

Titanic was designed by experienced engineers, using some of the most advanced technologies and extensive safety features of the time.  It was deemed by the world to be an “unsinkable ship”.   Yet the unsinkable ship set sail on April 2nd 1912, and sank less than two weeks later!

What sank the Titanic? The ship made its fatal collision at an estimated 37 seconds after the crew sighted an iceberg. The captain was jolted awake by the impact, and less than two hours later at 2:20am in the morning, the Titanic was no more.

Icebergs are dangerous because you only see the tip!

Finances Just the Tip of the Iceberg

We are going to see tonight that our finances are so important because they are just the tip of the iceberg.  Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

I. The Best of our Giving Belongs to God (Lev. 7:22-27)
A. The Fat
Leviticus 7:22-25 (ESV), “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23  “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, You shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat. 24  The fat of an animal that dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may be put to any other use, but on no account shall you eat it. 25  For every person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made to the LORD shall be cut off from his people.”
· The fat is to remind us that the very best – our inmost and most profound desires we have belong to God. Even when the animal could not be brought to the Lord, the fat was not to be consumed by the worshipper.  God has a claim on our inmost desires, on the very best of our affections – even the ones that are torn and imperfect.  And so the type here cannot be broken here.

· The idea is that the strength of our desires is to be given to God!

B. The Blood
Leviticus 7:26-27 (ESV), “Moreover, you shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your dwelling places. 27  Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.”

Two things are forbidden for the worshipper to keep for himself: the fat and the blood.

· The blood reminds of Calvary.   There was a constant flow.  It had to be poured out.   Remember “the life is in the blood”, and “without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sin”

· The life is restored to us by the blood of Christ! 

· We were cut off to the tree of life, but now we have legal access through our great high priest! 
II. Our Giving Should be Given directly to God (Lev. 7:28-29)

Lev. 7:28-29 (ESV), “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 29  “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the sacrifice of his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offerings.”

Though the sacrifice was offered into human hands, God says we are really bringing it directly to Him.  Our motive for whatever we give is not for man, for pastors or elders, but for God alone.

Exodus 35

· Exodus 35:4-5, “Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 5 Take from among you a contribution to the LORD. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the LORD’s contribution.”

· Exodus 35:21, “And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the LORD’s contribution…”

· Exodus 35:24, “Everyone who could make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD’s contribution…”

· the Holy Spirit moved on people’s hearts, and an amazing outpouring ensued.  

Exodus 36:2-7 (ESV), “And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work. 3 And they received from Moses all the contribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4 so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, 5 and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” 6 So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, 7 for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more.”

Moses had to tell them to stop!!  Enough is enough!  Stop giving!  Moses had to issue a command!  I’ve never heard that command in my life time.  But the point of the passage, is that zeal comes from the fact that our gifts are given directly to God!

III. Giving should be Personal, even though it is corporate (Lev. 7:30).
Lev. 7:30 (ESV), “His own hands shall bring the LORD’s food offerings. He shall bring the fat with the breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD.”

· We should bring the fat – speaking of the very best and the breast, representing those deep seated affections.  

Personal Faith in Christ (Wave Offering)

The wave offering: Peace Offering waved in the Shape of Cross

“The wave offering (tenûpȃ) was placed in the offerer’s hands, and then the priest placed his hands beneath those of the offerer, moving them upward and downward, forward and backward, thereby symbolizing the consecration of the gift of God in the sight of all.”

Dick Averbeck

Dr. Richard Averbeck, a Hebrew scholar at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School mentioned that it is no coincidence that this Peace Offering was waved in the shape of a cross.

The commentator Adam Clarke says the same: “These ceremonial and prefigurative sacrifces were instituted 1528 years before the Lamb of God, both priest and sacrifice, was offered, the Peace offering and Redeemer, upon Calvary”.
The Cross Brings us to God

In our Worship, let us remember that it is the Cross that stands between us and God and between us and hell.  It is the Cross that brings us to God!

PERSONAL FAITH IN CHRIST

Personal Faith in Christ brings the very best – obedience and thanksgiving.  God wants our very best – our obedience from the heart – our zealous works from a heart on fire for God!  

It is personal faith in the Cross-work of Jesus Christ that is strong enough to conquer the selfishness of the human heart and bring about affectionate obedience.

We should personally appreciate each time we worship God, that it is the cross of Christ that reconciles us to God!

IV. Giving Provide the material Needs of God’s Ministers (Lev. 7:31-38).
Alan Ross writes: 

“They [the offerings to the priests] are the better portions of the meat of the offerings, denoting that God made good provision for those who labored in his presence.”

Lev. 7:31-36 (ESV), “The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 32  And the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of your peace offerings. 33  Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for a portion. 34  For the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed I have taken from the people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, as a perpetual due from the people of Israel.”
A. The minister is a representative and vessel of God’s power and affection.

The Breast and Thigh of ox, lamb, or goat – why?

The breast and the thigh are offered to God through the priest.  Why?  Andrew Bonar says it this way:

· The breast is symbolic of God heart and the thigh of God’s power.

· The minister is the be a vessel of God’s heart and God’s hand!  
And so it is the thigh bears the burden of the labor.  And we need God’s power don’t we?

And the breast burns with affection for God and His affection for us.  So let our worship be both affectionate and powerful!

B. Every worshipper is able to be involved in the work of the Lord through sacrificial giving.

In our obligations to give our best to God, we must recognize that a portion of our giving belongs to those who minister.
35 ¶  This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD’s food offerings, from the day they were presented to serve as priests of the LORD. 36  The LORD commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel, from the day that he anointed them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.”
Every worshipper was able to be involved in the work of the ministry through the support of the priests.  The NT instruction follows this same pattern. 

· Paul taught this responsibility
· Galatians 6:6 (ESV), “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches.”  
· 1 Timothy 5:16–20 (ESV), “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” 
· Paul praised Macedonian believers for supporting him as well as the church in Jerusalem (Phil. 4:10–6). 
· Paul, of course, did not demand it for himself, but defended his right to receive it (1 Corinthians 9:6–7; 14). 
· 1 Corinthians 9:6–7 (ESV), “Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?”

· 1 Corinthians 9:14 (ESV), “In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.”
And so Leviticus 1-7 conclude the five sacrifices with this: Lev. 7:37, “This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, of the guilt offering, of the ordination offering, and of the peace offering, 38  which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the people of Israel to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.”

Conclusion: The ability to give sacrificially in worship has little to do with our financial standing.  We see this because the churches of Macedonia (Philippi, Berea, and Thessalonica) were radically poor, having been war torn by the Roman Empire.  Yet the rich Corinthians were not ready and willing in their giving when Paul approached them (2 Cor. 8-9).
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