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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Leviticus.  We are continuing our series: “Leviticus and Christian Worship”.  The title of the message is: “Healthy Worship”.  
Tonight we are looking at a review of the offerings given in the Levitical system.  There are five.  Each offering teaches us something about coming to God.

You worship what you are impressed with.  The goal of this series is that you might be impressed with God.  God wants you to celebrate that you are reconciled, you are a friend of God, you are a man or a woman after God’s own heart. That’s something to celebrate.  The Israelites of old celebrated this in spectacular fashion in the ancient days of the Tabernacle.

The summary verse for Leviticus 6 and 7 is Leviticus 7:37 (ESV), “This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, of the guilt offering, of the ordination offering [part of the grain offering], and of the peace offering”.

· Access/Relationship to God: The Burnt Offering (Lev. 6:8–13)

· Fellowship with God: The Grain Offering (Lev. 6:14–18)

· Ordination Offering (Lev. 19-23) – leaders break the bread!
· Forgiven by God: The Sin Offering – own your sin (Lev. 6:24–30)

· Reconciled with God and others: The Guilt Offering – forsake sin (Lev. 7:1–10)

· Peace with God: The Peace Offering – celebrate! (Lev. 7:11–21)

I love celebrations!  
I. Access/Relationship to God: The Burnt Offering (Lev. 6:8–13)

Celebration of access to God.  Was offered every day in the Temple! 
This passage teaches us the continual provision of the way of access to God

Hebrews 10:5–7 (ESV), “Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

but a body have you prepared for me; 

6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

you have taken no pleasure. 

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’

“8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9  then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10  And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

These are the words of Jesus.  Jesus is our burnt offering!  

Leviticus 6:8–13 (ESV), “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. 10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar and put them beside the altar. 11 Then he shall take off his garments and put on other garments and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 12 The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings. 13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.”

Available 24-7

It’s an offering that is to burn 24 and 7 as a reminder that there is always access to God.

Linen Garments

Vs. 10, “he priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body”

The symbolic meaning associated with the priestly garb is that pure linen garments represented holiness as the priest ministered in the sanctuary.

The same idea appears in the New Testament Book of Revelation, which describes the saints clothed in white linens, pure and bright, which represent the righteous acts of the saints (Rev. 19:8).

Rev. 19:8, “it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.”

Those who have been granted true access to God live holy lives!!

II. Fellowship with God: The Grain Offering (Lev. 6:14–18)

Celebration of fellowship with God.  Was offered every day in the Temple! 
The meal offering represented the worshiper’s loyal devotion and dedication to the Lord; it was a public expression of commitment. 

Leviticus 6:14–18 (ESV), “And this is the law of the grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front of the altar. 15 And one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and all the frankincense that is on the grain offering and burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 16 And the rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened in a holy place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it. 17 It shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it as their portion of my food offerings. It is a thing most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering. 18 Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout your generations, from the LORD’s food offerings. Whatever touches them shall become holy.”

Jesus is fulfillment: 

John 6:35 (ESV), “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
· Ordination Offering (Lev. 6:19-23) – leaders break the bread!

Leviticus 6:19–23 (ESV), “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 20 “This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the LORD on the day when he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half in the evening. 21 It shall be made with oil on a griddle. You shall bring it well mixed, in baked pieces like a grain offering, and offer it for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 22 The priest from among Aaron’s sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the LORD as decreed forever. The whole of it shall be burned. 23 Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.”

The priest does not eat his own grain offering.  He burns the loaf of bread to the Lord.  He is to give it all to the Lord. 

And so it is 

III. Forgiven by God: The Sin Offering – own your sin (Lev. 6:24–30)

Leviticus 6:24–30 (ESV), “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 25 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering. In the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD; it is most holy. 26 The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tent of meeting. 27 Whatever touches its flesh shall be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a garment, you shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 28 And the earthenware vessel in which it is boiled shall be broken. But if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that shall be scoured and rinsed in water. 29 Every male among the priests may eat of it; it is most holy. 30 But no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be burned up with fire.”

IV. Reconciled with God and others: The Guilt Offering – forsake sin (Lev. 7:1–10)

Leviticus 7:1–10 (ESV), “This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy. 2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood shall be thrown against the sides of the altar. 3 And all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 4 the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5 The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 6 Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy. 7 The guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes atonement with it shall have it. 8 And the priest who offers any man’s burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering that he has offered. 9 And every grain offering baked in the oven and all that is prepared on a pan or a griddle shall belong to the priest who offers it. 10 And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared equally among all the sons of Aaron.”

V. Peace with God: The Peace Offering – celebrate! (Lev. 7:11–21)

Timing of Offering – vs. 11-17

The peace offering is a thanksgiving offering.  Sometimes this  was offered during festivals, other times it was offered any time he desires – as a freewill offering.
Some peace offerings have to be eaten on the same day, others can be eaten within two days.  But if they do not eat it in the time allotted , there is a violation of proper offering procedures.  
He offers it with oil because oil represents joy.  

Leviticus 7:11–21 (ESV), “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD. 12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour well mixed with oil. 13 With the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of leavened bread. 14 And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It shall belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings. 15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning. 16 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall be eaten. 17 But what remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with fire.”

Violations of the Peace Offering (vs. 18-21)

The peace offering has to be offered in the proper way or it is not credited, it is considered “tainted” and it is an “iniquity” or literally a “violation of God’s law”.

Peace offerings given that touch any unclean thing are useless.

18 If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is tainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his iniquity. 19 “Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. All who are clean may eat flesh, 20 but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD’s peace offerings while an uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people. 21 And if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether human uncleanness or an unclean beast or any unclean detestable creature, and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORD’s peace offerings, that person shall be cut off from his people.”

Celebrate Your Peace with God

Celebrate your peace with God by living unspotted from the world.

Romans 12:1–2 (ESV), “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

� The outline for this is loosely based on Ross, A. P. (2002). Holiness to the Lord : A Guide to the Exposition of the Book of Leviticus (5–6). Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic.
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