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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Leviticus.  We are continuing our series: “Leviticus and Christian Worship”.  The title of the message is: “The Sin or Purification Offering”.  
You worship what you are impressed with.  The goal of this series is that you might be impressed with God.  God wants you to celebrate that you are reconciled, you are a friend of God, you are a man or a woman after God’s own heart. That’s something to celebrate.  The Israelites of old celebrated this in spectacular fashion in the ancient days of the Tabernacle.

This evening we turn to the purification offering.  This would have been offered if a person sinned unintentionally and then came to realize it.  

What we are going to see is that sin is serious, and each person needs to take it seriously.  This passage is addressed to four different audiences in Israel:

1. The priest

2. The congregation

3. The leader

4. The common person
For each one, we are going to see that each of us should realize

· There IS forgiveness for sin

· Sin may often be unintentional

· Sin is Serious

i. Sins of priests and leaders are more serious than the individual

ii. Sins of the congregation are more serious than the individual

· Sin is Costly

i. The best of the offering (fat & kidneys) is given to God first

ii. The rest is burnt outside the camp

iii. Why throw away a good bull, goat, lamb?  Sin makes us worthless, 

· Sin is ultimately & primarily against God
· Sin is ultimately paid for by the substitutionary death of Christ

· There is no joy in the sin offering – sorrow and mourning
PRIEST

Leviticus 4:1-35 (ESV), “1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins unintentionally in any of the LORD’s commandments about things not to be done, and does any one of them, 3 if it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering. 4 He shall bring the bull to the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD. 5 And the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 6 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7 And the priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 9 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys 10 (just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung— 12 all the rest of the bull—he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall burn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.”
CONGREGATION
13 “If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they do any one of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, and they realize their guilt, 14 when the sin which they have committed becomes known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the herd for a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting. 15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall be killed before the LORD. 16 Then the anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull into the tent of meeting, 17 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD in front of the veil. 18 And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of meeting before the LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 19 And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar. 20 Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with this. And the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven. 21 And he shall carry the bull outside the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; it is the sin offering for the assembly.”
LEADER
22 “When a leader sins, doing unintentionally any one of all the things that by the commandments of the LORD his God ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 23 or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a goat, a male without blemish, 24 and shall lay his hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 26 And all its fat he shall burn on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. So the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiven.”
INDIVIDUAL
27 “If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 28 or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed. 29 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in the place of burnt offering. 30 And the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31 And all its fat he shall remove, as the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. And the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 

32 “If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a female without blemish 33 and lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering. 34 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35 And all its fat he shall remove as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORD’s food offerings. And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.”

For each group of people listed, we see that each of us should realize.

PRIEST

4 He shall bring the bull to the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD. 5 And the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 6 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7 And the priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 9 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys 10 (just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung— 12 all the rest of the bull—he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall burn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.”

· There IS forgiveness for sin

Four times we are told this!

Forgiveness and purification are available for all.

It must also be stressed that this is a purification offering by covenant members who wished to maintain fellowship with and access to the Lord. It lays down the procedure that members of the covenant had to follow in their worship in order to obtain purification and forgiveness, and this purification had to deal with pollution and defilement. This passage thus forms part of the biblical teaching about the continuing sanctification of worshipers. The meaning of the ritual is clearly typological of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that was made once and for all to cleanse us of all sin. This New Testament use is therefore a general application of the meaning.

· Sin may often be unintentional

Leviticus 4:1-35 (ESV), “1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins unintentionally in any of the LORD’s commandments about things not to be done, and does any one of them, 3 if it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering.
All sin, known and unknown, must be forgiven
The sins that could be expiated through the purification offering were those done inadvertently (bišgāgâ). Parallel expressions help clarify that the sins described by this word largely result from either negligence or ignorance (Milgrom, 228). The statement in 5:17 that the sinner did not know (lōʾ yādaʿ) about the sin indicates that these sins were not premeditated or intentional. The guilty party realized only later that it was sin

· Sin is Serious

i. Sins of priests and leaders are more serious than the individual

Different sins have different effects.  Some are worse than others because they are committed by the leaders or the priests.  The more light we have, the more grave the sin is. Some sins are worse because they have an effect on the whole community.  If someone comes in unclean to worship, that’s what sin is like – like a contagious disease it can spread among the people.  

Cost less for individual, but Just as Serious

The result of all sin is always ruin.  There must be a sacrifice.  And even though the cost was less for the commoner, the sin was just as serious. If a common person sinned inadvertently, the result of this sin was still ruin. They may not have been able to do as much evil as an influential leader; but the sin was defiling and had to be taken care of. No matter how obscurely a person may live, however poor and uneducated, sin brings defilement and bars the sinner from access to God if it is not cleansed. However commonplace the sins may seem, nothing cleansed them except the purification offering—

It was the same requirement for high priest and king. Some people may think that they are unknown and insignificant in the congregation or in society, but they are known by God Almighty. And God had them in mind every bit as much as the influential people when he made provision for purification through sacrificial atonement.

ii. Sins of the congregation are more serious than the individual

· Sin is Costly

i. The best of the offering (fat & kidneys) is given to God first

ii. The rest is burnt outside the camp

iii. Why throw away a good bull, goat, lamb?  Sin makes us worthless, 

Romans 3:10–12 (ESV),  “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.  12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  

· Sin is ultimately & primarily against God

Psa 51, “«TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN NATHAN THE PROPHET WENT TO HIM, AFTER HE HAD GONE IN TO BATHSHEBA.» Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your steadfast love;  according to your abundant mercy  blot out my transgressions. 2  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  and cleanse me from my sin! 3  For I know my transgressions,  and my sin is ever before me. 4  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,  so that you may be justified in your words  and blameless in your judgment. 5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,  and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,  and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.”

Psa 139:22-23, “  Search me, O God, and know my heart!  Try me and know my thoughts! 24  And see if there be any grievous way in me,  and lead me in the way everlasting!”
· Sin is ultimately paid for by the substitutionary death of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

· There is no joy in the sin offering – sorrow and mourning

James 4 (ESV), “6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”

2 Peter 1:3–11 (ESV)

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

· God is pleased to accept the sacrifice as purification for sin (4:8–12, 19–21, 26a, 31a, 35a)
After the ritual of the blood, the rest of the animal had to be dealt with to signal the closure of the matter. From the victim the fat on the entrails, the two kidneys, and the caul of the liver were burned as an offering to the Lord (4:8–9). These were the same parts offered to God in the peace offering; and they probably were offered for much the same reason here as well. For the bird, the entire offering was burned (5:10). In the case of flour, only a portion was burned (5:12).

The remainder of the sacrifice brought for the priest or the congregation—the skin, flesh, head, legs, entrails—was burned outside the camp, signifying the complete removal of the impurity (4:11–12). It is what Levine (21) calls the “riddance ritual.” The remainder of the offering from a ruler or commoner was given to the priest, who ate some of it within the courtyard as a sign to the offerer that God had accepted it (6:25–30 [MT 6:18–23]). Burning the fat and the inner parts to the Lord as a pleasing aroma (4:31) was an indication of God’s acceptance of the offering. The remainder of the offering belonged to the priest, as did the meal offering (5:13). These aspects symbolically told the confessing worshipers that the transaction was complete, that purification had been accomplished.

· The purification offering brings atonement for forgiveness of sin and full restoration (4:26b, 31b, 35b)
By performing the purification ritual, the priest makes atonement (kipper) for the guilty party. If the expositor has been working through the laws of the sacrifices in a series of expositions, atonement will have been discussed before. But the basic ideas should be reiterated each time the word is used.

This passage also affirms that the sin the guilty person committed “shall be forgiven” (wenislaḥ lô, from the verb sālaḥ, “to forgive”). But the phrase indicates more than mere pardon or forgiveness; it extends to renewing covenant relations through reconciliation. The text’s conclusion that “it will be forgiven” means that the broken relationship had been remedied. That not only meant that the sinner was forgiven, but that the sanctuary had been purified and access to God restored. As a beneficiary of God’s grace, the forgiven could say, “If you, Lord, should mark iniquities, / O Lord, who could stand? / But with you there is forgiveness [hasselîḥâ], / in order that you might be feared” (Ps. 130:3–4).

It will be important to emphasize that the ritual alone did not cleanse sin. Forgiveness came with the acknowledgment of and remorse for sin. Performing the ritual was necessary for the full restoration of forgiveness; it purified the sanctuary and made the restoration possible. Bringing this offering was an expression of faith in God’s willingness to forgive and restore the sinner who comes before him with a repentant heart. Not to follow through on the ritual—whether because of indifference or rebellion—was great folly, for this left the sanctuary defiled and the relationship not restored. The individual in that case had only the sense of relief that human forgiveness can bring; there was no clear response from heaven that all was well once again.

God will restore the sinner who appeals to him for forgiveness on the basis of the purifying blood of the sacrifice.
If sin was left unconfessed before God, the law held out to the sinner only a “fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire” (Heb. 10:27). Confession of these latter sins led to forgiveness and (through other provisions for atonement) restoration.

· Hebrews 9:22 states the general principle that under the law everything is purified by blood and that without the shedding of blood is no forgiveness of sin. In the New Testament the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus is what takes care of all our sin: “God made him [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).

The sacrifice of Jesus was made once and for all; but the blood of Christ goes on cleansing us when we sin (1 John 1:7 (ESV), “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” We have an advocate with the Father (2:1); 
and his blood makes intercession for us (Isa. 53:12). Thus, the blood of Jesus shed for our sins has a continual cleansing effect in our lives just as the repeated purification offering did for Israel. Whenever we sin, we have the perpetual provision of purification; therefore if “we confess our sin he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

But the New Testament does not limit the application of Christ’s death to cleansing the person; it also affirms that the sanctuary has been purified by the blood of Christ so that we now have access into the heavenly court. The writer to the Hebrews says,
Hebrews 9:22–24 (ESV)

22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 
Consequently, we may “draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” (10:22).

