The Scar of the Curse & Shadow of the Cross 
Preached by: Matthew S. Black

Text: Genesis 3:6-24
Date: August 1, 2010, 5pm
Series: Genesis
Introduction:  We come to Genesis 3 and we find the root and the reason for every heart ache, every pang of guilt, every evil deed, every bitter thought, and every sin.  It is all rooted in Adam’s choice to rebel against God.
Many people are hiding today.  Some hide in drugs and alcohol.  Others hide in moralism and religion.  Some carry guilt and shame for so long they give up and end their life.  Others take it out on others and cause great harm to others.

There is a remedy for sin.  We need not hide.  We are sinners saved by the grace of God.  It was John Newton, author of Amazing Grace who said, 

“I am not what I ought to be. I am not what I want to be. I am not what I hope to be. But still, I am not what I used to be. But by the grace of God, I am what I am.”

It is only by the grace of God that there is forgiveness.  We see a beautiful picture of the Gospel and the Cross in Genesis 3.  We are going to get there, but first I want you to see the sin the plunged the entire human race into depravity and hostility and rebellion against God.

Genesis 3:6-8, “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden”. 
If the Scriptures ended here, we would all be in hell at the moment of death.  There would be no hope.  We would all hide and never come to God.  But the Scriptures do not end there.

I. After the Fall, there is a Confrontation by God because of our sin.  
When sin occurs, God cannot sit idly by.  It is His nature to confront sin.  God must confront sin.  We see God doing this in Genesis 3:9-10, “But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10  And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
Truly, man is always running from God. Adam was hiding, when God called after him.  God was not ignorant.  He knew where Adam was.  Adam was keeping himself away from God.  It was not Adam that sought out God, but God that sought out Adam.    Adam was hiding because of His sin.  Truly if God would never have sought after Adam, the man would have died without ever seeking to walk with God again.  “We love [Him] because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

A. In the Fall, a great separation took place.  Guilt had come upon the man whom God created.  So man begins to hide from God.  He avoids God.  Apparently, there was a time when God would manifest Himself in the cool of the day there in the Garden of Eden.  But this time they heard God, and they ran away from Him!  “And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden”.  
Adam had no covering.  He was aware of his shame and could do nothing for Himself to take away His guilt.  We are all in Adam’s state, and what a miserable condition it is!  Adam realized his innocence was gone, and he could in no way do anything about it, so he hid himself.  Man’s natural response to sin is to feel shame and guilt and hide.  Oh, what an awful condition to be in.

B. Because we have all participated in the Fall, it is our natural desire to hide from God.  We all want to hide ourselves.  Adam is our representative, our federal head.  
1. Our physical nature changed.  We see this in Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned”.

2. Our spiritual nature changed.  Romans 5:19, “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.”  We became sinners and selfish against the Lord.  We now do not need to teach our children how to cheat or steal or lie.  They have it in them from their Adamic nature.

By nature, we and our children are born with a self centered propensity to forget God.  It is sad and destructive—the Bible describes this natural bent as hostile to God.  Romans 8:7, “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.”

The Fall of Adam put us all in an awful position.  We read in Romans 3:10-12, “as it is written:  “None is righteous, no, not one; 11  no one understands;  no one seeks for God. 12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;  no one does good,  not even one.”

C. God holds all people accountable for their actions in this life.  
1. Notice there is an order of accountability.  Verse 11-13, “He said [to the man], “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12  The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
(1.) The man is held accountable (vs. 11)
(2.) The woman is held accountable (vs. 13).
(3.) The serpent is held accountable (vs. 14-15).
God surely is merciful and has provided a substitute for sin, but if someone does not come to Him through Christ, they must suffer the wrath and indignation of God.  

Compare two verses.

· John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

· John 3:36, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”  Indeed the Scriptures declare us to be “condemned already” (3:18).

2. God’s unalterable law is that we will reap what we sow. Galatians 6:7-8, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”
3. Christ will come suddenly into the world to bring us all to account before Him. 

· Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

· The Lord says in Matthew 25:31-46, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34  Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”.

Verses 35-40, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36  I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me”. 

Verses 41-45, “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

II. After the Fall, there is a Curse upon creation because of our sin (vs. 14-18).    
God brings the rightful consequences to bear on all those who sin.
There is a brokenness in the universe.  There is a curse in creation.  But it isn't just out there—it's inside us. It's inside me. Not only do I live in a broken universe, in a broken planet, and in a broken country—I am broken. I'm not just a passive victim of brokenness; I am a perpetrator of brokenness."

A. Animals are cursed (vs. 14-15).  
Verse 14-19, “The LORD God said to the serpent,  “Because you have done this,  cursed are you above all livestock  and above all beasts of the field;  on your belly you shall go,  and dust you shall eat  all the days of your life. 15  I will put enmity between you and the woman,  and between your offspring and her offspring;  he shall bruise your head,  and you shall bruise his heel.”

At this time, the aggressive beastly nature of animals fell upon all animal and insect life.  Dogs bite, bees sting, lions kill, etc, all because of our sin.  Our sin and hostility against God is reflected in the animal world.

B. The woman is cursed (vs. 16).

Verse 16, “To the woman he said,  “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;  in pain you shall bring forth children.  Your desire shall be for your husband,  and he shall rule over you.”
So the woman desires the place of her husband.  And giving birth which God purposed to be the most enjoyable part of His new creation, now is cursed, and there is great pain in bearing children.

C. The man is cursed (vs. 17-19).  
Verse 17-19, “And to Adam he said,  “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife  and have eaten of the tree  of which I commanded you,  ‘You shall not eat of it,’  cursed is the ground because of you;  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19  By the sweat of your face  you shall eat bread,  till you return to the ground,  for out of it you were taken;  for you are dust,  and to dust you shall return.”
D. Indeed, the entire creation is cursed (vs. 17b-18).
Verses 17b-18, “cursed is the ground because of you;  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  and you shall eat the plants of the field.”

Why do weeds grow in your garden?  Why do things break?  Why do we die?  Why do hurricanes, and tornadoes and earthquakes destroy?  All of this is a consequence and reminder of our own sin.  We are reaping what we’ve sown.

Romans 8:10-23, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”

III. Finally, after the Fall, the Cross is promised to deliver us from all sin (vs. 20-24).

A. Though Eve is the mother of all living, she cannot save them from death.  Verse 20, “The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.”  Child birth is the greatest joy and the greatest burden.  

1. There is new life that comes into the world, and it is miraculous.  I can tell you scientifically how the baby is formed, but I cannot tell you really how this child came to be.  It has a personality and a mind and a will.  There is life and there is joy!  

2. But there is also fear when a child is conceived.  Children are born to die.  We know that one day our children will die.  Eve is the mother of all living, but she cannot save her children from death.

What is even more disconcerting, is that our children, if they do not come in repentant faith to Christ, they will perish eternally.  Mother, you cannot save your children, but God has made a way for your children to be saved.  

B. God pictured the Cross of Christ by making garments for Adam and Eve.  Verse 21, “And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.”  God would have put to death an animal to make a covering for Adam and Eve’s sin. 
They tried to cover themselves with “fig leaves”.  We all try to cover our guilt with human efforts, but they are simply “filthy rags” of our own human righteousness.  It will never do.  Jesus did all that needed to be done.  He said, “It is finished”.  

1. The Animal slain (possibly a lamb?) points us to Christ.  Verse 21, “And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.” God put an animal to death for their sin.  Perhaps it was a Lamb.    What a beautiful picture we have here of the Cross. John proclaimed that Jesus was our covering.  He said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  
2. The Garden points us to Christ.  The Garden was cursed, and Adam was cursed with the sweat of toil.  Drops of sweat would now bead the brow of every man as He works. As part of the curse, Adam was told that "by the sweat of your face you shall eat bread" (Genesis. 3:19).  But now I want to point you to another Garden.  Jesus sweat drops of blood as he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Luke 22:44, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Because of the Garden of Gethsemane and the Hill of Calvary, there is no more toil for us! Jesus paid it all!  All to Him I owe!  
3. The Thorns point us to Christ.  Because of sin the earth is cursed with thorns.  Verses 17b-18a, “cursed is the ground because of you;  in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you”.
But now we as Christians, when we think of thorns, we think of the Crown of thorns Jesus Christ willing wore on our behalf.  .Jesus had a crude crown of thorns pressed onto His head and then the soldiers beat him with the reed they had placed in his hand.
 

As Isaiah 53:5 says, “But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.”

2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”.

Early on we see the penal substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ.  Christ imputes our sin to Him and imputes righteousness to us.  We get covered by the Lamb of God, and He gets the consequences of our sin.

4. The Tree (of life) points us to Christ.  Because of sin we have been barred from the Tree of Life.  Adam and Eve were barred from the Garden of Eden so that they could not eat from the "tree of life" and live forever.

Verses 22-24, “Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23  therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24  He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.”

Jesus died on a "tree" so that WE could live forever.  Peter says in 1 Peter 2:24  of Christ, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”
Jesus was fastened to the tree of death on Golgotha, the place of the skull, that we might partake of the tree of life!
 

5. The Angels (holding flaming swords) point us to Christ. Because of sin we have been barred from the Garden with two Flaming Cherubim.  Two cherubim with flaming swords were placed to guard the way to the tree of life so that Adam and Eve could not enter.  Verse 24, “He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.”
There is now a barrier between God and man.  Just as their was a veil in the Temple.  No one could enter in, or else they would die.  There was only one who could enter and offer sacrifice, the High Priest.

When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple that kept people from entering the place where God dwells was torn in two from top to bottom.  
· We can now "with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need"  (Hebrews 4:16).

· Now we have a high priest. 1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”.

· Now we can say with Paul in Romans 8:33-35, “Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”  The answer is no one and nothing!

· Because of Jesus, we are “accepted” and “blessed… in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6, KJV, ESV).

Were it not for grace, we would still be in our sin.  God pursues us.  He sends His Spirit to bring us to Him.  He confronts us, He removes the curse, and He provides the Cross for our sins.
Conclusion:  We don’t need to run from God or hide our sin.  We can come clean before the Lord.  Let me encourage you to always live in the shadow of the Cross.  Every sin you commit is a reminder that grace abounds!  Shall we continue in sin so grace may abound?  God forbid, but the Cross is always the remedy.  The grace of God is infinite.  We ought not to live in the shadow of the curse, but in the shadow of the Cross.
� From the book, Commemoration of Samuel & Henrietta Barnett, Social Reformers, 1913 & 1936.





